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[image: image2..pict]You are a rich Broadway producer. You have produced many hits like “Dogs” “LEASE” and “The Queen and You.” You have won many Tony awards and are pretty much the best there is. But recently business has been slow you need a new blockbuster hit. You know that many musicals are based on the music from other sources or artists. (Mamma Mia, Movin’ Out, Good Vibrations) So you decide to write a musical based on the folk songs of your choice. Your musical may only contain American folk music. Your final assignment will include.

*A two-page synopsis of your story. This story should include six or more songs from your artist. Your story should have the name of the song listed where it will come in the story.

*The lyrics to each song you used.

*A short historical background for each song you used

*You will make a program to be handed out at the door of your show. This program should have 4 or more pages. In your program should include…



*A Brightly colored cover with your show logo and credits for you the

 writer and the artist you have adapted.

*The order of scenes, where each song comes, and who is singing it. (See program examples.)

*The credits for the cast (who played what)

You can pick who ever you want. (Have fun… Some people say Mr. Davis looks like Tome cruise.)

Timeline

11/13/14- Webquest assignment due.

11/31/14- Rough draft of written materials due.

12/21/14- Mr. Davis brings in sample programs.

12/25/14- Final copy due first thing in the morning.

Webquest


It is time to collect ideas for your musical completing this webquest will give you the necessary tools to finish your project. Be sure to answer the questions when they come up.

1st- Visit Musicals Index and read some of the synopsis listed on this website. Write down some ideas for things what your show could be about. (Good ones to read, Hairspray, Music Man, Footloose. THE MORE YOU READ THE MORE IDEAS YOU WILL HAVE!)

Q! When did Seussical the Musical debut on Broadway?

2nd- Visit American Folk Songs to get ideas for American folk songs. (Make sure you can hear... USE HEADPHONES IF YOU ARE IN A QUIET PLACE)


Next visit Folk Songs Music there are more folk songs here! They have music you can play and sing! Write down ideas for songs you want to use. (You have to find the lyrics later so don’t forget where you found it.)

Q.  Who wrote “My Wild Irish Rose?”

Q.  On guitar-primer.com what key is Arkansas Traveler in?
3rd- We need to get ideas for your program cover. (This will be the design for your promotional poster too, remember the more colorful and exiting your poster is the more people that will buy tickets to your show.)


Visit Musical Posters. Look at the posters. They are listed alphabetically. You can change the letter groups on the left side of the screen.

What kind of strategies do the poster designers use to make their posters eye catching? List some of them.

Draw a quick sketch of your poster. Make sure to make the title easy to read.

Q! In the “Starlight Express” poster what are the characters wearing on their feet?
Conclusion:


I hope you have enjoyed this project and are able to have a little bit more of an understanding what type of work goes into creating a musical. Next time you see a musical look closely at the program. Try and figure out what they could have done to make the program and the show more appealing to the audience. You never know, maybe someday they’ll want to hire you!






