Die Nachtigall

Student Guide

Instructional Objectives:

The students will participate in activities exploring harmony, melody, rhythm, and form.

The students will illustrate proper phrasing and dynamics in romantic music.

The students will perform the piece with understanding and correct German diction.

The students will investigate the historical significance of the piece, concerning the composer and poet.

The students will complete a webquest activity related to the piece.

The students will evaluate their own performance.

Text Translation:

Die Nachtigall, sie war entfernt,
The nightingale, she was far away,
Der Frühling lockt sie wieder;
the spring lures her back;
Was neues hat sie nicht gelernt,
she has learned nothing new,
Singt alte liebe Lieder.
she sings the old, well-loved songs.

Historical Background:
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Felix Mendelssohn was born in Hamburg, on February 3rd, 1809, the son of Leah Salomon, and Abraham Mendelssohn, a wealthy banker, and the grandson of Jewish rabbi and philosopher Moses Mendelssohn.  Being born in a family of well-to-do intellectuals certainly had its advantages, providing the ideal cultural environment for the artistic and precocious young Felix.  In addition to receiving a good education, Felix and his family traveled extensively throughout Europe.

In Berlin, Felix studied composition with Karl. F. Zelter. In 1821, Zelter took the12 year-old student  to visit German poet Johann Wolfgang von Goethe. The visit was most important to the young Mendelssohn, who remained at the 72 year-old  writer's home for over two weeks.  Goethe was fascinated by the gifted young man, and the two would later correspond via a series of letters. Later, when Goethe heard Mendelssohn's B minor pianoforte quartet, he showed such appreciation that the young composer dedicated the piece to him. From 1826 to 1829, Mendelssohn studied at Berlin University.  It was then he decided on music as his chosen profession.

Mendelssohn is now considered the 19th century equivalent of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart through his extensive works through many genres. From the oratorio, “Elijah” to most critics agrees that Mendelssohn's most vibrant contributions were in the choral and organ music genres, which was probably the result of his deep admiration from Bach and Handel.  Mendelssohn will remain the most successful composer his time, but more importantly, one of the most gifted and talented, surely deserving a place alongside greats such as Mozart, Bach, and Beethoven, in the Pantheon of musical Gods.






(http://www.felixmendelssohn.com/)
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Johann Wolfgang von Goethe: German poet, novelist, playwright, courtier, and natural philosopher, Goethe was one of the greatest figures in Western literature. Throughout his life Goethe was interested in a variety of studies and pursuits. He made important discoveries in connection with plant and animal life, and evolved a non-Newtonian theory of the character of light, which was viewed with suspicion by scientists. In literature he gained fame early with The Sorrows of Young Werther (1774), but his most famous work was the poetic drama in two parts, Faust.







(http://www.classicreader.com/)
Mendelssohn & Goethe Worksheet



Name: 






1. Mendelssohn’s father was a wealthy ______________ and his grandfather was a Jewish __________, Moses Mendelssohn.

2.   Mendelssohn had great appreciation of which two composer’s? (name one)


___________________________

3. Name one work by Felix Mendelssohn:

___________________________

4. Goethe was not just a poet but also a ___________ & a philosopher.

5. What was Goethe’s most famous work?  _____________________

6. Use the WWW to find text from either another choral work by Mendelssohn, or a poem by Goethe. Please write it below:
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	Measure:
	1
	
	17
	
	17
	
	24
	
	24
	
	38
	
	38
	
	44

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parts:
	Sop & Alto enter
then basses with
main theme

(in F Major)
	
	Male voices take melody, trebles above w/ development
	
	All voices together
on original theme

(sounds like D minor)
	
	All voices
Conclude piece.


Chords & sections that Create “Harmonic Color” in Die Nachtigall
Page 4, mm. 27 V7/IV created by alto’s E-flat
Important harmonic section when the piece goes from the key of F Major, to D minor. This starts on page 5, mm. 28-30 (note the altos f-sharp mm. 31 and c-sharps in mm. 33-34) and the piece seems to be in D minor until measure 36 (note the basses important b-natural to b-flat.)
Vocabulary

Dynamics: Aspect of musical expression from changes in volume of sound.
Goethe: German writer and poet during the romantic period. Known for his greatest work, Faust. See biography above.
Harmony: Combining notes simultaneously to produce chords and chord progressions.
Homorhythm: Music with the same rhythmic structure in all parts.
Melody: A series of notes arranged in succession, in a particular pattern to form a recognizable unit.
Mendelssohn, Felix: German composer of a distinguished family in Berlin during the romantic period. See biography above.
Rhythm: The grouping of musical sounds by means of duration and stress, also a subdivision of time into sections.
Nightingale: A European songbird with reddish-brown plumage, noted for the melodious song of the male at night during the breeding season.
Lieder: German word meaning “song” pertaining to the large amount of music written for voice during the Romantic period.

Unaccompanied: A piece sung without the aid of piano accompaniment.
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ACROSS
1 Same rhythm in parts
4 Songbird of Europe
6 German poet known for “Faust”
7 Notes in a recognizable pattern
8 Volume of sound
9 Subdivision of time in sections
10 Sung without piano

DOWN

2 German Composer known for “Elijah”
3 Chords & chord progressions

5 Music written for the voice




Difficult sections to note/practice:
Soprano & Alto phrasing
Alto, Tenor & Bass rhythm on cadence

Measure: 17
Measure: 23
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Alto & Tenor staccato under Sopranos

Measure: 40
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Name __________________________

Date: _________
Hr: _________

Listening Guide

“An Die Nachtigall”

By: Franz Schubert

Melody: 

Harmony:

Phrasing:

Dynamics:

Tempo:

General Comments:

“Die Nachtigall”

By: Alban Berg

Melody: 

Harmony:

Phrasing:

Dynamics:

Tempo:

General Comments:

“Die Nachtigall”

By: Johannes Brahms

Melody: 

Harmony:

Phrasing:

Dynamics:

Tempo:

General Comments:
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