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Pakistani Exchange Students Share Culture and Experiences at Eisenhower 
Library Town Hall Forum
By Jenny Barnes

   ICDD teamed up with Eisenhower 
Presidential Library for another 
successful event. On March 3, 
approximately 50 guests listened to a 
fi rst-hand account of life in Pakistan 
by a panel of nine exchange students.
     The students were in Kansas as 
part of a cultural exchange program 
entitled “Experience America.” It 
was put together by the Agricultural 
Management Group (AMG) and 

Kansas State University. The 
goals were to increase awareness 
and understanding of culture and 
perspectives between the Pakistani 
participants and Americans. This 
project intended to build the 
students’ confi dence, foster positive 
ambitions and provide them with a 
richer world view. 
     One of the Pakistani students 
said, “We are here to experience 

similarities 
between the 
cultures.”
     The 
students 
discussed how 
there were 
rural tribes in 
their country 
similar to 
small rural 
Kansas 
towns.They 
face similar 
challenges 
such as water 
scarcity and 
quality, and 
challenges for 
rural economic 
development. 
Pakistan is 

also agriculturally strong due to 
grasslands and livestock production. 
     Although the group came from 
various Pakistani institutions, they 
all had a common goal; they needed 
more student exposure to the United 
States to help remove some of the
misperceptions from both sides.
     Kristin Slater, ICDD student 
intern and attendee at the forum, 
said, “From listening to the 
discussion, it is evident that 
while the students were here they 
obviously learned a lot, but I think 
the communities and towns they 
visited learned a lot as well.”
     The theme of the program 
was Kansas motto, “Ad Astra per 
Aspera,” or through the stars through 
diffi culties. 
      To learn more about events at the 
library visit:  http://www.eisenhower.
archives.gov/index.html

Jack Johnson of AMG addresses the forum audience. 
William L. Richter (left), Professor Emeritus of Political 
Science at Kansas State University and member of the 
advisory board of the Institute for Civic Discourse and 
Democracy facilitated the discussion.


