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Girlhood reflection


Looking back to the beginning of this semester, I believe that my view of girlhood has not really changed.  With that said, I do believe that opinion on how impressionable girls are has changed.  When I was a girl I did not realize that everything around me was influencing me.  This class has taught me that I was not living in a world that was untainted by the masses.  My self-esteem, self-image, and general self worth were all being shaped by who and what was bombarding me as a girl.  This class has taught me to be more introspective with my own girlhood.  It was nice to see that it was not just me as a preteen feeling as though there was something wrong with my changing body and self.  
Throughout history, girls have been seen as the ones that need protecting.  This, no matter how archaic, is still somewhat of an ideal that is being passed onto our generation.  Even though girls now are being taught that they can be what ever or whom ever they wish to be.   We are still teaching them that they are the protectors of purity and that their bodies are something that should not be celebrated but controlled, i.e. corsets, tight fitting clothes. 


The ideas presented in this class are ones that have been presented throughout the more recent development of the concentration of women’s studies.  These are theories that most people do not really think about, but should.  When presented in a factual sense, women are still seen as the lesser of the two sexes.  This idea, unfortunately, will not be slowed or even stopped.  The patriarchal stereotype of women has been present for far more generations of people than the idea of equality.  I believe that this class was an informative journey throughout the different aspects that make up what girls are facing now.  You took us through what could be known as the evolution of the feminist movement and where its roots are.  This has grounded me in my feminist convictions, and reaffirmed my feelings that my adolescence was not just an isolated case of feelings of inadequacies
.  
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