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Semester Overview


I have taken many classes during my college career at Kansas State University.  Out of all of the courses I have completed, my women’s studies classes have been the most beneficial to my life.  “Stories of a Young Girl” has opened my eyes to a entirely different way of viewing my adolescences.


I had a very different view of girlhood before I began this class.  I always thought that my childhood was very different from other girls I was friends with because I was considered a “tom-boy” and I liked to play with the opposite sex.  Throughout the semester I began to learn that I was not an exception from the rule, when it came to the affects that society has young girls.  


Although my mother tried to teach independence and that I could be whatever I wanted to be, there are several contradicting messages in society and the media.  I was not attuned to the different ways boys and girls are conditioned to act.  Boys are rewarded for aggressive behavior and girls are “awarded” for being timid and polite.  Reading the book School Girls, was very beneficial to my learning experience.  It covered real-life situations in school systems that I could relate to, and made it easier to interpret.  I enjoyed that book, and I hope you continue to use it in future classes.


The most interesting topic to me personally, was discovering how society “sells” women power without ever really giving us any!  That really made so much sense to me once you broke it down for the class.  This class has also made me very aware of how powerful pop-culture can be with young girls in their identity formation and self-esteem.  I wish that the class was not almost over!  I think that every single class period I learned or realized something that I had not known before.  I also really liked how you made the atmosphere of the class very comfortable and class discussion were always flowing.  I think that everyone enrolled at K-State should be required to take a course life this
.   
Think back on the beginning of the semester. Has your opinion and understanding of girlhood changed? How or why not? Has this class reminded you of your adolescence and has it provided any insight into that adolescence?
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