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This class has truly been one of my favorites and one that I feel that I have learned the most from.  My definition of girlhood and my opinion of it has changed.  First, I try very hard to refrain from calling other women girls.  I would often say, “See you later girls,” to peers in my classes.   I now try to say, “See you later ladies,” or something to that sort.  I now realize how that term can undermine women and be somewhat insulting.  After all, we never call grown men boys and if we do, they make sure to correct us.  


Reading School Girls definitely changed my opinion about my experiences in my math and science courses.  I always felt like I sucked horribly in those classes.  I never seemed to understand what was going on or even comprehend it.  I excused it by saying things like, “I just am not good at these courses.”  When I came to college and actually asserted myself to College Algebra, I ended up getting a B+ in the course and often helped others with their homework.  I liked working the problems and understood them relatively well.  By then I was just trying to pass the course for my prerequisites and had no desire or plan to continue furthering my knowledge in the area of math even though I did well in the course.  Once I read School Girls, I realized how those two courses where not emphasized to me by teachers, peers, or my parents.  The boys in my classes did always to the hands on part of science experiences and I was always the note taker.  I never thought twice about it until now.  It kind of makes me mad to realize that I could have been much better at something but barriers were placed in my way and prevented me from doing it.  Meanwhile, my boyfriend is a Mechanical Engineer major and will graduate finding a job that pays him an extremely good salary compared to that of other female, oriented majors such as my own.  I see now how I could have been treated differently, affecting me throughout my life.


I have a much different opinion about advertisement and the women they display in the ads.  After doing my paper and learning about it in class, I realized the many negative affects it has on women in our society and especially young girls.  Throughout my college experience, I have been bombarded with women my age who have some sort of eating disorder or body image problem.  I just have not been able to understand it fully until now.  I realize how much our society affects women, people, and the large amounts of pressure that are placed upon people, especially women to meet certain, unrealistic goals.  


All in all, this class has broadened my knowledge and helped me to think more open mindedly.  It has helped me to embrace and understand some of my characteristics and feelings on certain issues and it has broadened my experiences with being a girl and a women.  The readings were all very interesting, helpful, insightful, knowledgeable, and fun to read.  I think I have learned a lot from this course and will use the knowledge I have gained in my future
.  
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