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It is easy to assume that a girl’s experience is no different form other girls’ yet, it is a given that differences exist.  I previously knew about the factors that effect girls but my understanding of them is deeper and more intimate after this course.  


During the course, I have been able to analyze the past and present behaviors of others, as well as my own.  I was able to see how important gender and class intersections were to my development and I feel lucky looking back on my life.  Even though some parts of me were overlooked during my childhood, I escaped many cultural traps that ensnare and haunt girls.  I have never felt the terror of physical abuse and always knew that my parents would back me no matter what.  


Sadly, the stories in our class were not this way.  The class put into perspective the trials of urban girlhood.  I assumed that city life was much different from my own, but it was shocking to find that girls in cities felt so powerless and were ignored to the point that they were unable to improve their lives.  The entrapment that those girls experienced shines a different light onto the broader social problems of poverty and race.  The interconnections that we examined simplified and yet entangled all these issues.  I think it is important that we theorized ways to improve girls’ lot in society and firmly believe that any improvement for girls will help everyone.  


The emphasis our class placed upon the intersections of urban culture versus suburbia was enlightening to me but what about the rural girls.  It seems there is an assumption that rural girlhood is much like that of the suburbs, but I do not think that this is the case.  The forces working upon girls in rural America are not as varied in terms of race but they do bring to light “good families” and “bad families” that middle and lower class city life do not have established yet.  Including rural materials would also be more relevant to the majority of K-State students in providing insight into their adolescent experiences.  It would also give students from the city different examples of sexual harassment and socialization that they may not have experienced.  


Overall, the class was insightful and I am glad that I took it.  The class did not present much new material in the way of terms and concepts, but the analysis and depth with which we engaged in our topic provided a better conception of the issues confronting girls, as well as women and the feminist movement
.     
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