Jasmine McCaffrey

Women’s Studies –Reflection 5


My understanding of the term “girlhood” has changed a bit since the beginning of the semester.  I wish that I could greater recall my definitions of “girl” and “girlhood at that time.  However, I do know that my definitions are defiantly more developed and examined over now more so than in the beginning.   My ideas of girlhood are more inclusive of the many different aspects of girlhood and the ways in which they affect different girls.  While at first, I was not particularly interested in reading, “On the Shores of Silver Lake”, I did really get into analyzing Laura’s girlhood and what growing up meant to her. Every story and book that we read in this class has been a wonderful look into girlhood.  


I found myself reflecting upon my own girlhood with each of the readings that we did for this class.  The reflections were most profound while reading “School Girls”.  There were so many situations and psychological factors that I can relate to.  It is so interesting to me that I did not realize that most of it was happening while it was.  I was unable to see the “hidden curriculum” being taught to me in school.  Yet, as I read “School Girls” I could make the direct connection to my own girlhood and parallel what was being taught to these young girls.  It is also strange to me to now be aware of “girlhood ideals” and to watch my own younger sisters go through their own journeys.  It is strange to live life forward but only be able to understand what has happened in the past. 


I think that each of the books we read in class were helpful in allowing me to further investigate my own understanding of girlhood. There were times when I was very emotionally connected to things- such as wanting to grab on to the young girls who knew it was a “boys world” and played their part purposely. I wanted to tell them to open their eyes, but in that I was able to open my own.  Frustrated, sad, hopeless, and hopeful, among other things, each of the young women were able to pull a different emotion out of me. It is quite therapeutic in some regards because I can further discuss these issues with the women who surround me daily.  I always look forward to Thanksgiving for the mere humor of “the family gathering”. Even though it will not be conducted like a class, our discussions will tell of our personal journeys and allow us to connect with one another. “Girlhood” will be an idea hidden among the stories. I feel that the books of, Stories of a Young Girl, are much like the stories families tell each other - it is all just a way to connect
. 
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