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I think the way that I look at girlhood and what it means has changed. I think it has changed since the time we started and finished “By the Shores of Silverlake”.  I say this because I didn’t ever think much about how girls were treated when they were young, plus as I wrote my research paper it gave me an idea of how my grandmothers might have felt, as situations were similar in some instances. I think that as far as my opinion of girlhood, I’m not sure that I actually had one when I came into this class, so I don’t think that it has changed. I know for sure that for me girlhood still seems to me to be something of a set age group, the things that are done when you are little are monitored by your parents or elders. I don’t think you either remember them or realize such things are happening to you at the time. I definitely feel now through the class that those things that happen to us when we are young girls are driven by how we are pushed or are helped out by what is popular in society and media and what is taught to young girls by our parents/guardians or peers.


When I read school girls I could remember a lot of things from my adolescence, such as girls in packs acting the way they think boys want them to act. It brought back so many good and bad memories from my childhood. I don’t think it has necessarily provided any insight into my adolescence, but it has helped me to see that I’m not the only girl in the world things have happened to. 


I think I have learned more about myself in this class and what constraints I put on myself and what I do to get by in society. I think that though there are a lot of other things taught in this class, that is the one thing I have pulled out, it made me take a bigger look at myself and practices, especially when I look at what happened to the girls at Weston in School Girls.


Though this may all seem like a jumble of thoughts, I think the biggest thing to get is that this semester has opened my eyes to the women in my family, myself in particular, and how women in general are seen in our world. Better yet how society has chosen us to be shown. Overall, I enjoyed this class because I honestly learned a lot during this semester
.
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