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As I look back upon this semester, my conception of girlhood has changed due to what I have learned in this class.  Before this class, I understood that growing up as a girl as opposed to a boy was incredibly different, but I really didn’t comprehend the power of the hidden curriculum.  In schools we are taught a lot of life’s lessons, if it is here that girls get a skewed view of how a woman should act and present herself, boys as well as girls, are learning the wrong lessons. Looking back at childhood, it makes me wonder how much of the hidden curriculum affected me and my concepts of being a girl.  I remember always being the treasurer or the recorder in my classes and at some point I stopped raising my hand in class because I didn’t want to give the wrong answer.  Why did I do these things; I wish I remember.  Reading School Girls made the hidden curriculum real and vivid to me.  In history classes we learned about male figures and to my recollection very few women.  Reading information on this topic will some day help me with my children because I will be looking for these things in their schooling.  I don’t want to encourage these actions and beliefs.

I really enjoyed learning about how the expectations of the female figure have changed from decade to decade.  It was very interesting learning about past views held in the Victorian era.  They thought that a woman’s ovaries are more important than her brain; this is just silly to me.  In time past a large group of individuals believed that a woman couldn’t menstruate and work at the same time.  This is just absurd.  It allows me to see how far women have come to gain equality.  I am glad that we live in an era that is more educated about the abilities of women – even though we have a long way to go.


I believe that my favorite part of this class was reading The Shores of Silver Lake.  I loved this part of the class because as a kid I loved to read.  If I had any extra time, I was reading, usually books just like ones that Laura Ingles Wilder would have written.  The analysis of this book allowed me to do my own research on a series of books that I remember reading as a kid.  Analyzing the same books that I did when I was a child gave me an insight as to what they might have taught me reading them so many years ago.  This task was wildly fascinating to me because it is interesting to see what they are learning from the books they are reading.

 I think this class was a good tool in future interactions with children.  We can better understand where they are coming from because we know what types of things they are learning from the world around them.  If more adults realized what childhood is like for girls, they would actively take part in changing it.  Individuals in this class now have a new view on what needs to be done to improve the quality of childhood.
