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At the beginning of the semester I wasn’t really sure as to what this class was about.  I had never taken the time to define girl or girlhood.  I just thought it was the age period after baby and before teenager.  This class has changed the way I look at girlhood and even the usage of the word girl.  I know now that girlhood has different meanings and usages.  Reading about girls and their stories helped me to get a broader view of girls.  I had an idealized image of girlhood and reading the stories and listening to other experiences really let me see how girls have so much more to offer than girls are aloud to share.  This class has really opened my eyes to the discrimination of females.  It starts at a young age.  Outside of class I have thought a lot about what it is to be a girl and what it means to be female.  I think girlhood effects womanhood, what they learn from the curriculum and the hidden curriculum and how it affects females all through their lives unless someone can show them what being a female really is.  

My major is elementary education.  The book we read School Girls, really opened my eyes as to how I want to run my classroom.  I want to always keep the hidden curriculum in mind when I teach.  I want girls to be involved.  I also want to make sure that as a teacher I do not teach to what society think is right but I want to be equal to males and females.  


This class has made me think more about my adolescence and I can see that the things we talked about happened to me.  My childhood environment put me in the inferior role of “girls.”  Even now at 22 I still get called girl, I am not thought of as a women.  My niece is 12 and her adolescence is look a lot like both of us had teacher tell us not to worry about math because lots of girls have trouble with it.  
In science class we both let the boys do the experiments and we both were shy.  After taking this class I have really tried to help her see that she is equal to boys in all subjects and aspects.  I really want her to learn this at a young age, because I think it will be easier for her in the long run.  
