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The books that I read in my childhood did not have very prevalent female characters.  Most of the books were about a boy growing up and dealing with social issues within school and sports.  The only females that were in the book had very minor roles.  Often times the mother would be mentioned only to have her give instructions to the boy, but there would never be a description of her.  The girls that were mentioned in the stories were almost always the object of the boy’s affection.  Descriptions of these girls were brief and not very detailed, but they all seemed to have something in common.  The girls that were of desire to the main characters were described as medium length long blond hair, soft skin, somewhat athletic, and very sweet.  


The lack of prominent female characters in the books I read is probably due to two things.  First, as a boy, I read books that would relate to my life.  I chose books that were about boys and their lives that would parallel my experiences.  Second, in classical, school assigned literature it does not appear to be common to have main characters be female.  In high school we read classic books that were satires of governments, or criticisms of social structure.  The main characters were always male; Of Mice and Men was of two men and their struggle to survive; All Quiet on the Western Front was about soldiers in World War I.  


Similarities in the description of girls from book to book reflect the accepted definition of beauty in American society.  Matt Christopher, one author that I read several books of, wrote of a young boy growing up through sports stories.  In every book there was a girl that the character desired.  Even though the characters were different in every book, different names and sports, the description of the girl seemed to be exactly the same throughout all of his books.  Other authors had varying qualities within the girls, but they all appear much alike.  According to my peers in youth, the girls with blond hair were always more attractive.  We were attracted to a girl that was involved in sports, but still looked feminine according to the way she dressed, walked and talked.  The girls in literature that I have read are shaped by the societal view of the proper, pretty, young girl in America.

