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Reflection Writing Assignment #1


To be quite honest, I have never really thought about my personal “coming to grips” experiences towards girlhood.  As I have been reflecting on my past, I am continually surprised at the vivid childhood memories I have of realizing what it means to be a girl and the type of young girl I choose to be.  My examples and inspirations of the type of girl I wanted to be stemmed from books read at school and the public library.  


Every summer my mother took my younger sister and I to the public library twice a week to make sure we always had plenty of reading material for our daily mandatory two hour “nap or read quietly in our room” time.  My mother always encouraged me to pick out any type of book that caught my interest and never suggested that there were only certain types of books that young girls should read. 

I was intrigued by the Choose Your Own Adventure series written by R.A Montgomery and Edward Packard.  In these particular adventure books, I was able to assume the role of the main character and let my imagination take hold.  Scary/horror stories were also at the top of my list.  I completely dove in to R.L. Stein’s children’s series of Goosebumps horror books.  You might say I was an adventurous little girl!  As a young, adventurous, and somewhat “tomboy” female reader, I remember having a hard time relating with the repetitive scared and passive girl characters in the series of horror books.  A character named Ramona, from the Ramona series by Beverly Cleary, was truly the first young girl character I was able to completely relate to.  

To understand why I became so interested in Ramona’s character, you must learn more about what made her so special to me.  Throughout the book series, Ramona’s character provided comfort, humor and insight into another girl’s life that I felt was very similar to my own.  Ramona’s character was always learning how to gain better self-control and patience with her parents and older sister.  Ramona shared her fears, anger, confusions and joy of growing up as a young girl.  Although Ramona was not into dolls or “girlie” games, she was still feminine and had other friends that were girls.  She liked to get dirty outside and was often referred to as “spunky” by her father.  Ramona was not soft spoken and stood up to bullies if she thought something was unjust.  She was a character that both young boys and girls could empathize with. 

I feel that Ramona’s interpretations of everyday experiences with family, school and friends can still strike a cord with young girls growing up in the year 2005.  The portrayal of a girl in the Ramona series is universal and timeless.  I feel that Ramona’s character validated the behaviors and interactions of young girls who challenged the more traditional roles that in the past have been assigned.  Ramona’s character gives young girls an outlet to explore their internal thoughts about how to behave, perceive and embrace the challenges of growing up as a young female.  
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