Sidney Ostlind

Stories of a Young Girl

Reflection #1


I always remember my mom reading the Little House on the Prairie books to me at night before bed when I was a young girl.   After we were finished with the Laura Ingalls books we began reading Ann of Green Gables.   


As we have talked about in class, Little House on the Prairie and the books to follow portrayed women as very traditional.  The women attended to the housework, cleaning, and dinner chores while the men brought home the money.  The man definitely had the say in the house and the women were to follow.  The young girls in the book grew up fast and took on many responsibilities at an early age.  They were expected to be respectful and help provide for their families.   


In Ann of Green Gables, Ann was quite wild.   She often went against the norm and didn’t follow the rules.  She was often told to “act like a lady” from her guardians and was often punished for not doing so.  Ann and her curiosity always fascinated me.  She was different and many times she didn’t care what other’s thought of her.    Again, in this book the women’s roles were more traditional and those who didn’t comply with this were often outcast or punished.


All of the other books that I remember reading when I was younger were often of this same type.  Women did house work and men provided the money.  In looking back on these books and thinking of the books now, some of the stereotypes have changed.   When I think of the portrayals now, of the books I read then, I think of them as unrealistic for today’s time.  Most women now days work and take care of the family.   Sometimes fathers even stay home with the children.  Some of the newer books have strayed away from the traditional family and dealt with more of the issues of today.  However, women are still usually the homemakers (even if they have a job outside of the home) and men are the breadwinners.  


