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When I was a young child, I was not an enthusiastic reader, mainly because I wasn’t a very good reader.  So, at first I read the classic “Dick and Jane” books.  These books left very little to the imagination and were very traditional or conservative.  Dick would go play outside or read the newspaper with Dad, while Jane would play hopscotch, watch Dick play, or help Mom inside the house.  Jane was always in a dress; hair wrapped back in a ribbon, and never had scratched-up knees.  She was always clean and did what she was told.  At the time, I lived on a farm and Jane lived in the city, so I just figured that Jane was so proper because she lived in the city and didn’t know any better.  Now, it's hard for me to see how I found parallel between the books and myself since the story was very obviously circa 1950s.  Since I did not follow the example given through Jane, I mostly find the books funny.  However, I never did forget the books and can still remember some of the stories and the lessons about being a girl that Jane was supposed to teach me.  


Eventually, I began to get bored with the “Dick and Jane” books and looked for something else to read.  My older sisters were very into “Nancy Drew” and so I being the little sister began to read them too.  To me, Nancy Drew was very cool.  She was smart, dressed well (even if she was in a skirt), and knew how to play the system.  In every book that I read, Nancy Drew was always successful and never let the rules get her down.  Even when her Dad told her “no” she would find a way to do what her Dad said with out giving up on what she wanted.  Usually in the books, she had a boyfriend, a car, was polite and some-what proper but everyone in town knew that she was not the perfect little girl.  They knew that she was a detective and got herself into trouble but it was very rare that someone disapproved of her and those who did were not portrayed in a kind light.  Now, when I look back on the “Nancy Drew” books, I’m happy that I read them.  They, like “Dick and Jane” portray girls and women as being proper and conservative but Nancy Drew was not just a figure, a pretty thing taken out on the town.  She was strong, determined, and smart.  She played the proper girl, but she still pushed the envelope and did what she pleased, even if it was against what everyone else told her.  


Nancy Drew also had two friends named Bess and George.  George was an amazing character.  Her very name helped to show me that tradition was not a bad thing to break.  She was right in there with Nancy, doing a bit of trespassing, kicking bad guys’ butt and going shopping for new clothes.  She was probably the best example of a rebel and a prequel to today’s girl.  Nancy’s other friend Bess, was not as much of a rebel.  She tended to want to do what others said and not break the rules as much, but she stuck by Nancy and saved the day a time of two.  Bess had an inner strength that I didn’t appreciate until I was older.  Bess wasn’t small around like Nancy and George and usually she wasn’t as liked by the guys.  I was much the same way.  But unlike me, Bess wasn’t just tolerant of her size, she had pride and for a whole book she was the one that got guys’ attention.  I still vividly remember that book and keep that ideal close to my heart.  


All in all, Nancy, George, and Bess were girls that did what they thought was important, whether it was shopping or tracking crooks.  They seemed to be the proper girls and had a success rate that even Dick Tracy or Martha Stewart could admire.  Now, I can see the ways in which the characters were old-fashioned but they broke the rules just enough to show me that there were other possibilities and I am grateful for that.          

