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To be honest I didn’t really read much as a child, my mom said it was because she could never get me to sit still long enough to focus on any task except for coloring and making my family laugh.  However there are two book series that I do remember particularly enjoying when I was younger the first is the Bearenstein Bears books, I’m pretty sure that I had every single one published up until the time I grew too old for them.  At the time I didn’t really realize that every story was similar in so many ways, the title and the theme of each book was different but the moral of the stories were always the same.  In these stories that daughter or sister bear was always at her mom’s side, trying to be a miniature version of momma bear.  I do remember momma bear telling her daughter that young ladies should not run around, fight, be loud, or made trouble.  Which I suppose it is bad to fight or make trouble, but is it just young ladies that shouldn’t do that or should young men also refrain from that sort of behavior as well? 

The second book series that I enjoyed was Madeline, you know that short little English girl with the dark brown hair?  I remember Madeline being so adventurous, brave, and clever all of the things that I still wish I was.  Growing up, Madeline was my hero; she was always getting into trouble but usually for a good reason.  Madeline, according the societies norms, was everything that a girl should not be.  Perhaps that’s why I liked her so much, she was an individual.  I think the way that Madeline is portrayed in her stories is great.  When I have children I would actually rather them read Madeline stories as opposed to Bearenstein Bears stories.  Not that either type of children’s literature is any better than the other it’s all about personal choice.

