Jasmine McCaffrey

Stories of a Young Girl

September 6, 2005

T/Th 1:05


One of my favorite books to read as a child was the Berenstain Bear series. It was a series about a family of four- a mother, father, sister and brother. The stories were colorful and comical.  As a child I could not wait to read the next book in the collection. Each one told a different story about the Berenstain Bear family, and each seemed to follow the same plot line. Papa, Sister, and Brother would somehow always get into trouble and Mama Bear would have to work her magic and save the day.  
Mama Bear and Sister Bear were very stereotypical female characters. Mama Bear was always cooking and sewing. She was a very caring mother that kept her children in line. Sister Bear wore a pink outfit that was accompanied by a pink bow in her hair. She spent her days doing things that were considered “girl” activities. One of the books was titled “Mama Gets A New Job”. In this story, while Mama is away at this new job, the whole house seems to fall apart. The moral of the story calls out that a Mama Bear’s place is in the home and things did not seem to run as smoothly without her there. Many of the books used this type of theme, as Mama was often the heroine of the story. 

Looking back to the portrayals of these female characters, I find myself literally shaking my head at them. It is sad to see that your favorite childhood stories are based on such stereotypes. When you are younger you do not realize that the simplest of stories is not so different from other forms of advertising in the world that are shaping what it means to be female. Furthermore, every single one of the Berenstain Bear books put meaning behind the idea of what it means to be a male in comparison, as well as what it means to be a part of a family.  The “Official Berenstain Bear website” says that the first line of books about the Berenstain Bear family was published in 1974.  Today we have a greater awareness of these common stereotypical roles and many children’s books are breaking these boundaries. Yet every book out there is subconsciously putting an idea into a child’s mind about what it means to play a certain role. 

