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When I was a child I read many books that had girls in it. Some of the first ones I read were the Babysitters Club series. Of course at the time the main people in the stories were teenage girls who were earning money by babysitting and sort of teaching children. I think at the time I thought that was really cool and wanted to be like that because my sister was at the time doing the same type of thing.  The girls were portrayed in these particular books that they were all good girls who followed their parents rules. They wanted to earn extra money and help out the community and their neighbors, so they started this club. I think as I look back on it now, in the book it was as if they were almost like the trying to be too good of girls, they were not daddy’s girls, but they were responsible for a lot more than girls should be at their age which was probably 15 or 16 if I remember correctly.  When I think back on it now I don’t know that that particular portrayal was a bad one for girls at the age I read them. It gave the idea that you would eventually have to hold a job, but it didn’t say that you should be the best person all the time, it didn’t make you think that was all your life would hold and your parents would push you to do better each time. Though since the book only showed girls, and their were some many characters, it is hard for me now to recollect everyone and what their life was being portrayed as in the book. 


The other book that I really enjoyed in my childhood was that of Tuck Everlasting. I’m not sure who it is by now, but I know that the setting is back in the late 1800’s, when you had nice sort of maybe Victorian homes. It was set in America, but I remember Winnie, the main character.  She was a young girl who wanted to be let outside the fence that held her into her own yard. She was never allowed out because young girls didn’t get dirty, and they didn’t play with the wrong people. I remember when I was young being mad at her parents. She was portrayed as the wild girl in the book and eventually sneaks out and gets kidnapped by the Tuck family. She loves living with them and wants to marry the boy she fell in love with but he and she both know that can’t happen because he is eternal and therefore can’t come into town and she has a wonderful life back at home. She is pushed to go back home and bends to her mothers will for a certain time. When I was little I admired her and that she was so spunky and wild, and I think when I look back now I would still love her because she has a wild spirit. She does what she wants and doesn’t bend to societies or her parents’ whim. She is a different kind of wild than Lena in By the Shores of Silver Lake but she still has that fiery attitude toward life. 


I think those were two of the most influential books that I remember from my childhood and now I just want to go back and read about those characters and see exactly how I would react to them now.

