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Reflection

When I was a child I liked books that had a lot of female characters in it.  My favorite books were the Babysitters Club, Goosebumps, and the American Girls series.  Each of the different series taught me something about girls my age.  I read them because I wanted to have adventures like the girls in the book were having.  The Babysitters Club was my favorite.

This series portrayed girls as the domestic good girl type.  It was about girls that babysat younger kids.  They had a close network of friends and they were all babysitters.  This book showed me how friends should be.  This book made babysitting and responsibility fun.  The Goosebumps series was scary and not realistic.

I loved this series when I was little.  It scared me but I always knew it would have a happy ending.  This book portrayed girls differently than the previous books.  It showed that girls were courageous and could stand up for themselves.  It put girls and boys in unrealistic but scary situations and showed how strong their character and their values were.  I read this book mostly for the entertainment value not so much for the love of the characters.

The final series I read when I was little was the American Girls series.  All of the girls in my class read that series.  I liked it because it was about girls from different times.  My friends and I would always pretend that we were our favorite characters from the book.  This book portrayed girls again in the good girl, good daughter, and perfect female role.  

Looking back at the books I would have to say that out of the three I would agree on how females were portrayed the most with the Goosebumps books.  I completely disagree with putting females only in the good daughter, good Samaritan, perfect female role.  I think that both females and males should have adventures and be able to be kids. In the Babysitters Club the girls were portrayed in the typical female role.  They watched kids, provided safety for them, and also were good role models for future preteens.  The American Girl books were about girls from different times and places.  They portrayed girls as was how they were in the setting of the book.  It wasn’t modern.  It made girls kind of boring.  I like the Goosebumps the best because it showed girls as strong individuals.  It put girls in situations that they had to face their fears and come out as the victor.  All of the books made portrayed girls as nice good girls.  I would like to see more books show that not all girls are nice
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