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WORLD WAR II
STUDIES ASSOCIATION

(formerly the American Committee on the History of the Second World War)
GENERAL INFORMATION

Established in 1967 "to promote historical research in the period of World War II
in all its aspects,” the World War Two Studies Association, whose original name was the
American Committee on the History of the Second World War, is a private organization
supported by the dues and donations of its members. It is affiliated with the American
Historical Association, with the International Committee for the History of the Second
World War, and with corresponding national committees in other countries, including
Austria, Belgium, Canada, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Israel, Italy, the
Netherlands, Poland, Romania, Russia, Spain, and the United Kingdom. The WWTSA
meets annually with the American Historical Association. The 1994 annual meeting will
be held in early January in San Francisco.

THE NEWSLETTER

The WWTSA issues a semiannual newsletter, which is assigned International
Standard Serial Number [ISSN] 0885-5668 by the Library of Congress. Back issues of the
Newsletter are available from Robin Higham, the WWTSA archivist, through Sunflower
University Press, 1531 Yuma (or Box 1009), Manhattan, KS 66502-4228.

Please send data and suggestions for the Newsletter to:
Anne S. Wells
Editor, WWTSA Newsletter
Department of History and Politics
Virginia Military Institute
Lexington, VA 24450




ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES

Membership is open to all who are interested in the era of the Second World War.
Annual membership dues of $15.00 are payable at the beginning of each calendar year.
Students with U.S. addresses may, if their circumstances require it, pay annual dues of $5.00
for up to six years. There is no surcharge for members abroad, but it is requested that
dues be remitted directly to the secretary of the WWTSA (not through an agency or a
subscription service) in U.S. dollars. The Newsletter, which is mailed at bulk rates within
the United States, will be sent by surface mail to foreign addresses unless special
arrangements are made to cover the cost of airmail postage.

Please send dues to: D. Clayton James
Secretary, WWTSA
Department of History and Politics
Virginia Military Institute
Lexington, VA 24450

ELECTION OF WWTSA DIRECTORS

Congratulations to the following eight members who were elected to serve as
directors with terms expiring at the end of 1995: Martin Blumenson, Washington, D.C.;
D’Ann Campbell, Austin Peay State University; Stanley L. Falk, Alexandria, Virginia;
Maurice Matloff, Rockville, Maryland; Ernest R. May, Harvard University; Dennis E.
Showalter, Colorado College; Gerhard L. Weinberg, University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill; and Earl F. Ziemke, University of Georgia.

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING, 1992
by Donald S. Detwiler

At 5:00 P.M. on the afternoon of Monday, December 28, 1992, the annual business
meeting of the World War Two Studies Association was convened in the Forum Room of
the Omni Shoreham Hotel in Washington, D.C., by the chairman, Donald S. Detwiler of
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale.

The treasurer’s report was submitted by the secretary, D. Clayton James of Virginia
Military Institute. Expenditures had virtually equalled income during the past year, leaving
a balance on December 8, 1992, of §147.68, about the same as a year ago, with VMI
covering essential overhead expenses.

The chairman then announced the panel scheduled to be held in the Calvert Room
of the Shoreham the next morning, Tuesday, December 29, 1992, 9:30-11:30 A.M., "The
Soviet-German War: New Sources, New Interpretations,” with presentations on the records
- of the former GDR by Juergen Foerster of the German Military History Research Office
in Freiburg, on the availability of primary sources on the Soviet Army in World War II by
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David Glantz of the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, and on sources in
the U.S. National Archives by Timothy P. Mulligan of the National Archives. Detwiler also
announced that Gabriel Gorodetsky, director of the Center for East European and Soviet
Studies, Tel Aviv University, who has recently worked in Russian archives, and who had
kindly accepted the invitation to give a paper on access to Soviet diplomatic and political
archives, provided that travel funding could be arranged, was unfortunately unable to
participate because the necessary funding had not been found. On behalf of the WWTSA,
the chairman acknowledged appreciation of Gorodetsky’s cooperativeness and of the
contribution being made by the participants in the panel. In particular, Detwiler expressed
his own and the association’s appreciation of the work of the convener, Timothy Mulligan,
who had agreed to serve as the association’s program chairman for this meeting, who had
proposed, adapted, and made arrangements for this panel, and who, as the final speaker,
was making a presentation that would be of particular interest, on the U.S. National
Archives’ holdings on the Soviet-German conflict (reflecting his professional role at the
National Archives, in preparing for publication a book-length guide to the archives’ holdings
on the Second World War).

As conference director, Robert Wolfe of the National Archives reported on the
status of the association’s plans for the first of two WWTSA conferences on "America at
War, 1941-1945," to be held at the National Archives. The initial conference, "From the
Beginning to the ‘End of the Beginning,” 1941-1943," will be on May 27-28, 1993, the
Thursday and Friday of the week before Memorial Day weekend. A senior member of the
WWTSA’s board of directors, Wolfe took the opportunity to express his regret (as he had
said he would do) regarding the change of name from American Committee on the History
of the Second World War, because he had found the acronym, ACHSWW, so easy to
remember: Ach! So war es in Wirklichkeit! [Oh, that’s the way it was in reality!]. He and
the former chairman of the ACHSWW, Arthur L. Funk of the University of Florida, had
initially proposed the series of two scholarly conferences to be conducted by the committee
at the National Archives, he explained, in order to fill a need not apt to be met by the
various public programs of one kind or another that the agency’s administration was
planning in commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of America’s participation in the
Second World War. As would be illustrated at the session the next day on the Soviet-
German war, vital archival material on virtually every aspect of the war was still being
found, despite the passage of time, in American records--records that it was very important
to bring to the attention of the scholarly community, particularly specialists in World War
II.

As shown by the draft program of the conference in the fall 1992 newsletter [and
the final version in this (spring 1993) issue], Wolfe continued, the May 1993 conference at
the Archives deals not just with the military side of the war, but also with diplomacy, the
cinema and press, civil rights, and, of course, archival sources on the history of the conflict.
He closed by expressing the hope that the conference, through publication of its
proceedings, might have some abiding effect on continuing research on World War II.

The next item on the business meeting agenda was the program for the annual
meeting to be held a year and a week hence--not in December 1993, but during the first
week of January 1994 (reflecting the shift in the date of annual meetings of the American
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Historical Association, with which the WWTSA concurrently meets, decided by a

referendum of the AHA membership). Detwiler announced that, on behalf of the -

WWTSA, Benis M. Frank of the History and Museums Division of the U.S. Marine Corps
has proposed to the AHA Program Committee a joint session, which he is to chair, on
World War II amphibious operations against both Germany and Japan, with participation
of Martin Blumenson of Washington, D.C., Gordon W. Rudd of the U.S. Military Academy,
Edwin H. Simmons of the Marine Corps Historical Center, Ronald H. Spector of George
Washington University, and Phyllis Zimmerman of Ball State University. The chairman
expressed, on behalf of the association, appreciation for the planning and submission of this
proposal and noted that if the AHA Program Committee should fail to include it in the
program as a joint session with the American Historical Association’s numbered sessions,
it would nonetheless be conducted as planned; it would be listed in the front part of the
program among the functions of the WWTSA as an affiliated society; it would also be
shown on the outline-grid of scholarly sessions; and its participants would be indexed by
name in the AHA Program among the participants in the meeting.

Turning to the next item on the agenda, Detwiler said that because of the long lead
time set by the AHA Program Committee for proposals for the annual meeting (well over
a year in advance), our association must consider the program for the meeting to take
place a year after the forthcoming annual meeting scheduled to be held in San Francisco
in January 1994. (The AHA’s convention manager, Sharon Tune, he added, by way of
" information, had just informed him that the January 1995 meeting will be in Cincinnati, to
be followed by meetings in January 1996 in Atlanta, and in January 1997 in New York City;
the January 1998 meeting may possibly in Washington, D.C., but a contract had not yet
been signed making that definite.) In response to the question whether anyone had any
proposals, suggestions, or ideas regarding a proposed session for the January 1995 meeting
in Cincinnati, Robert Wolfe noted something that had also concerned him in connection
with planning the National Archives conference in May 1993. In the past, he observed, our
association has tended to concentrate primarily on the military side of World War II. We
might, he suggested, broaden our membership by getting into other aspects of the Second
World War. In the ensuing discussion, he mentioned, among other possibilities, the
possibility of organizing a session on the governments in exile. Gerhard Weinberg of the
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, pointed out that 1995 would be an appropriate
year to propose a program on some aspect of the concluding phase or the ending of the
war. Asked if he had a student working on that area for whom such a session might serve
as a forum, he said that he does have someone working on the basic concept of German
strategic planning during the last year of the war and that if there were corresponding
coverage of the guiding conceptions of the Japanese and of the Allies during the last phase
of the war, a useful panel might be proposed. In terms of postwar planning, Robert Wolfe
mentioned the planning that took place, at the end of the war, for the establishment of a
"New World Order"--a topic on which a session had, in fact, been seriously considered for
the second of the two WWTSA conference to be held at the National Archives (tentatively

in 1995). Detwiler commented that it had not been possible to work the "New World

Order" into that program; overloaded as it was with the last two years of the war, it could
not also cover the projected restructuring of the postwar world. However, a joint-session
.proposal on behalf of the association for the AHA’s January 1995 meeting in Cincinnati
would be very appropriate. The question was left open, with the association chairman
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and the changes the profession has undergone since then. Hodding Carter will serve as
moderator for this part of the symposium.

For further information, contact the Admiral Nimitz Museum, P.O. Box 777,
Fredericksburg, TX 78624; phone (210) 997-4379.

May 21-24, 1993

June 3-4, 1993

June 18-19, 1993

July 17-24, 1993

October 21-23, 1993

November 4-7, 1993

November 12-13, 1993

January 6-9, 1994

OTHER CONFERENCES

"Allies and Alliances." Annual meeting of the Society for
Military History, Kingston, Ontario. Contact W. A. B. Douglas,
Director of History, National Defence Headquarters, Ottawa,
Canada K1A OK2; (613) 998-7044.

"World War II: 1943--A 50-Year Perspective." Contact
Thomas O. Kelly II, Department of History, Siena College, 515
Loudon Road, Loudonville, NY 12211-1462.

"The Role of Women during the Second World War," Stuttgart,
Germany. Contact Deutsches Komitee far die Geschichte des
Zweiten Weltkriegs, Wilhelm Deist, c/o Militargeschichtliches
Forschungsamt, Granwalderstr. 10-14, 7800 Freiburg, Germany.

19th International Colloquium on Military History, Istanbul,
Turkey. Contact U. S. Commission on Military History, P.O.
Box 4816, Annapolis, MD 21403.

Naval History Symposium, U. S. Naval Academy. Call for
papers by April 1, 1993. Contact Robert W. Love, Jr., History
Department, U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, MD 21403; fax
(410) 267-3225.

Annual meeting of the Social Science History Association,
Baltimore, Maryland. Contact Eileen L. McDonagh,
Department of Political Science, Meserve Hall 303,
Northeastern University, Boston, MA 02115; (617) 495-8140;
or Philip J. Ethington, Department of History, Boston
University, 226 Bay State Road, Boston, MA 02215; (617) 353-
2551.

Veteran’s Day Symposium, Anchorage, Alaska, sponsored by
the Alaska World War II Commemoration Steering Committee
and the Alaska at War Association. Contact Alaska at War,
1317 W. Northern Lights Blvd., #522, Anchorage, AK 99503.

American Historical Association annual meeting, San Francisco,
California.
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April 14-17, 1994

September 5-10, 1994

January 1995

March 30-April 2,
1995

August 27-September 3,

Organization of American Historians annual meeting, Atlanta,
Georgia.

20th International Colloquium on Military History, Warsaw,
Poland. Contact U. S. Commission on Military History, P.O.
Box 4816, Annapolis, MD 21403.

American Historical Association annual meeting, Cincinnati,
Ohio.

Organization of American Historians annual meeting,
Washington, DC.

18th Congress of the International Committee of Historical

1995 Sciences, Montreal, Canada.

September 14-16, 1995 "Franklin D. Roosevelt: Life, Times and Legacy." Proposals
invited. Contact Willlam D. Pederson, History and Social
Science Department, Louisiana State University in Shreveport,
One University Place, Shreveport, LA 71115-2301.

January 1996 American Historical Association annual meeting, Atlanta,
Georgia.

March 28-31, 1996 Organization of American Historians annual meeting, Chicago,
linois.

RECENT PROGRAMS

CONFERENCE AT CAEN
by Stanley L. Falk

On December 3-4, 1992, the Mémorial Museum, Caen, France, held its third annual
Colloque International commemorating the 50th anniversary of World War II. This year’s
conference, entitled "1942: Le Tournant," included sessions on global strategy, great battles,
intelligence, and Vichy France. Participants included historians and others from France,
Great Britain, Germany, Canada, Switzerland, Russia, Belgium, Italy, and the United States.
The three Americans attending--all World War Two Studies Association directors--each
gave a paper. Martin Blumenson discussed Allied strategy. Stanley L. Falk covered the
war in the Pacific and also co-chaired the general strategy session. Arthur Funk focused
on'Operation Torch. The conference was open to the public and was well attended. The
museum plans to publish the proceedings.
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WWTSA SESSION ON SOVIET-GERMAN WAR

On December 29, 1992, during the annual meeting of the American Historical
Association in Washington, D.C., the World War Two Studies Association sponsored a
session entitled "The Soviet-German War: New Sources, Changing Interpretations.” The
session was chaired by Gordon W. Morell of Denison University. The first paper was given
by Juergen Foerster of the German Military History Research Office. His topic was
"German Records Formerly Held in the GDR, the USSR, and Czechoslovakia." David
Glantz of the U.S. Army General Staff and Command College spoke on "The Availability
of Primary Sources and the Soviet Army in World War II." The final paper was "Common
Bonds? U.S. Soviet Relations During World War II in the Light of Under-Utilized Sources
in the National Archives," given by Timothy Mulligan of the National Archives and Records
Service. Questions and comments from the audience followed the presentation of the
formal papers.

OTHER AHA SESSIONS ON WORLD WAR II

The annual meeting of the American Historical Association, held in Washington,
D.C., on December 27-30, 1992, included a number of papers pertaining to World War II.
On the 28th there were two pertinent sessions. In the session on "Racial Politics and
Foreign Labor on the German Homefront, 1939-1945," Jill Stephenson presided, and Earl
R. Beck provided commentary. The first paper was "Nazi Germany’s Foreign Labor
Program: Asset or Liability?" by Edward L. Homze. "Rassenpolitik on the Homefront:
German-Polish Relations in Rural Bavaria, 1939-1945" was the topic of John J. Delaney.
Robert Gellately spoke on "Enforcing Racial Policy in Wartime Germany: The Polish
Workers, the German People, and the Nazi Police." In the session entitled "Suffering and
Ideology in Wartime," Aileen Rambow spoke on "The Siege of Leningrad: Wartime
Ideology in Soviet Literature."

World War II was the focus of two sessions on the 29th. The first of these, entitled
"Operation Torch: New Perspectives After Fifty Years,” was chaired by Arthur L. Funk,
who also provided commentary. It consisted of three papers: "Springboard to
Weltherrschaft: Germany and Northwest Africa, 1940-42," by Norman J. W. Goda; "The
Colonial Factor: France, North Africa, and the Allied Landings of November, 1942," by
William A. Hoisington, Jr.; and "“What Are We Fighting For?” The American Debate on
War Aims, 1942-1943," by Michaela Hénicke. "Winning the War on the Home Front:
From Policy to Implementation” was the title of a session later the same day. Susan M.
Hartmann chaired the session, with Richard Polenberg providing commentary. Included
were three presentations: "Combatting Complacency on the Home Front: The Office of
Civilian Defense, Voluntarism, and Wartime Morale, 1941-45," by Robert Miller;
"Continuity or Change: The Second World War at Home," by Carolyn Vacca; and
"Community Responses to Social Problems during World War II," by Gretchen Knapp.

There were three relevant sessions on the 30th. In the morning session "The New
Deal State: Intervention and Transformation," Daniel Kryder gave a paper on
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"Mobilization, Racial Friction, and State Response in the United States." "Holocaust
Survivors in Israel and the United States: A Comparative Analysis" was the title of one
afternoon session. Michael R. Marrus served as chair, and commentary was provided by
Leonard Dinnerstein and Henry Friedlander. The speakers were Dalia Ofer on "Holocaust
Survivors as New Immigrants: The Case of Israel,” and William B. Helmreich on
"Holocaust Survivors in the United States: The Early Period." On the same afternoon the
session "The Educational Outreach Program of the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum" was held. William S. Parsons spoke on "Reassessing Existing Curricula and In-
service Training." Stephen Goodell’s topic was "The Education Outreach Programs of the
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum." William R. Fernekes spoke on "Holocaust
Education: Models of Implementation.” Sybil Milton chaired the session, with commentary
by Warren Marcus.

"THE CASABLANCA CONFERENCE REVISITED"

The fiftieth anniversary of the Casablanca Conference was commemorated on
January 9-16, 1993, by a symposium held at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library. Entitled
"The Casablanca Conference Revisited," it was sponsored by the Roosevelt Library, the
Government of Morocco, and the Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute. Among the
speakers were Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., Alistair Horne, the Moroccan ambassador to the
United Nations, and Moroccans who recalled Operation Torch and the Casablanca
Conference.

NEW YORK MILITARY AFFAIRS SYMPOSIA

In its series of lectures during the fall of 1992, the New York Military Affairs
Symposia focused on World War II on several occasions. On October 30, Janice Dombi
spoke on "POW Treatment during the Civil War and World War I1." "Improvised Victory:
The Sherman Tank in World War II" was the topic of Pete Mansoor on November 13.
The last talk of the fall was "German Naval Operations in the Baltic, 1941," given on
December 11 by Roger Guerra.

On November 7, the NYMAS sponsored a conference to commemorate the fiftieth
anniversary of the war. Among the speakers was David Glantz, discussing the Eastern
Front in 1942. Other speakers addressed the Pacific campaign and the war in the Western
Desert.

The NYMAS is affiliated with the New York-New Jersey branch of the Society for
Military History. Its scheduled talks are usually held at the City University of New York
Graduate Center. For further information about the organization and its programs, contact
NYMAS, P.O. Box 246, New York, NY 10185.
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SAA SESSIONS ON WORLD WAR II

At the annual meeting of the Society of American Archivists, held on September 11-
17, 1992, in Montreal, two sessions directly pertained to World War II. Sharon Cook
chaired and provided comment for the session entitled "Spies in the Libraries: Teaching
World War II with Primary Sources," which involved educational programs throughout the
National Archives system. John Ferris discussed the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library; David
Haight’s subject was the Dwight D. Eisenhower Library; and John Vernon represented the
Office of Public Programs, National Archives.

The second session concerned "Blood and Documents: The Second World War and
Archives." Ian E. Wilson served as chair and commentator. The first paper, "The
Homefront and American Archival Development, 1941-1945," was given by James Corsaro.
"National Archives of Canada" was the topic of Glenn T. Wright. Anne-Marie Schwitlich
spoke on "War’s Impact on Australian Archives."

Another session of interest was "Post-Soviet Archives: Archival Transformation in
Russia and Other Former Republics." Marjorie Barritt chaired the session. The first
speaker was Rudolf Germanovich Pikhoia, on "Forging a Progressive Archival System for
the Russian Federation and the Archival Legacy of the Soviet Unijon." Vladimir Petrovich
Kozlov gave a paper on "Opening Communist Party and KGB Archives to Historical
Research: Problems and Perspectives." Peep Pillak spoke on "Freeing the National
Archival Legacy from Soviet Controls: The Case of Estonia." Patricia Kennedy Grimsted
concluded the session with "Comments: A Western Perspective on Archival Transformation
in Russia and the Former Soviet Union."

SAA offers cassette recordings of the sessions "Blood and Documents" and "Post-
Soviet Archives" for purchase. Contact SAA, 600 S. Federal, Suite 504, Chicago, IL. 60605.

SCHOLARS’ CONFERENCE ON
THE HOLOCAUST AND THE GERMAN CHURCH STRUGGLE

"The Uses and Abuses of Knowledge" was the theme of the 23rd Annual Scholars’
Conference on the Holocaust and the German Church Struggle, which took place at the
University of Tulsa on March 7-9, 1993. Held each year since 1970, the conference "has
been committed to examining issues raised by the Holocaust in tandem with the study of
the church’s struggle and failure to confront Nazi antisemitism and the final solution." This
year’s conference included thirteen panels and a number of general sessions.

The conference opened on March 7 with a convocation presentation entitled "The
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum: Its Promise and Purpose.” Participants were Michael
Berenbaum, Edward Linenthal, and Rochell Saidel. Later that day Yevgeny Yevtushenko
gave a public lecture on "Babi Yar Revisited."
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