
Description:
The Kansas State University Graduate School requires a culminating experience in order to earn a master’s degree. The culminating 
experience should verify the student’s competence to synthesize information across the student’s program of study. Students file an 
Approval to Schedule Final Exam form (ASFE) to notify the Graduate School of the time and date for their culminating experience. 
The student’s supervisory committee administers and evaluates the culminating experience.

Testing Protocol — Gerontology Final Exam:
Students will submit a one-two page essay outlining their career goals now that they have completed their degree programs. This 
summary may include information about how the educational program has influenced their future direction. The intent of this part 
of the process is for the committee to have the opportunity to get to know the candidate a bit better before the testing process. The 
students will not be assessed on this summary.

For the written part of the exam please choose a problem associated with aging that has yet to be addressed sufficiently by practitioners. 
Why has this problem not been resolved? What can be done to address this issue and what evidence do you have of the efficacy of the 
interventions you suggest? Can you identify gaps in the research? Submit a ten to fifteen page paper responding to these questions. The 
committee will be looking for evidence that you can integrate knowledge from your degree program as well as demonstrate problem 
solving skills. The paper should be double-spaced and referenced in APA style. 

For the oral exam all students have the option of doing the exam by telephone, Skype or in person here at the Center on Aging office. 
During the oral examination you will be asked to briefly outline the key points from your paper. Your committee will have some 
questions for you related to your paper. 

The second line of questioning relates to the student career goals:
 

As you think forward to your future, what ethical issues might occur within career settings that involve working with older adults? 
How might you go about resolving these issues? Where would you turn when answers to these questions are not immediately clear?

Students should be advised that the committee will likely ask other questions not included in this memo.

All documents must be submitted to Pam Evans pevans@ksu.edu at least one week prior to the scheduled oral exam with a 
subject line of Final exam, GPIDEA, (your name). Please refer any questions about this document to your advisor.

Action Steps:
•	 Contact your Major Professor to set the DATE and TIME of your final committee meeting.
•	 Email your meeting date and time to the K-State Campus Coordinator (gpideacc@ksu.edu). The Campus Coordinator will 

assist in the submission of an Approval to Schedule Final Exam form to the Graduate School.
•	 Visit the K-State graduate school commencement website. http://www.k-state.edu/grad/students/gradandcomm.html
•	 Please note: the K-State Graduate School requires that students be enrolled in at least one credit hour during their final 

semester.
 
After the Exam:
After your final exam, the Graduate School will send a ballot to your Major Professor. Your supervisory committee will sign the ballot 
pass or fail to indicate completion of degree requirements.

Please keep in mind that the Approval to Schedule Final Exam form must be on file with the Graduate School office 2 weeks 
prior to the date of your final exam. Missing this deadline may jeopardize your opportunity to graduate on time.
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