
* Waste generator decides if biological materials present other 
hazards such as to animals or environment and determines 
nature of treatment or consults with EHS.
**Coordinate with EHS before generating mixed waste.   
***Treatment must be part of an EHS-approved written 
treatment plan. 

Potentially infectious waste only: Dispose through EHS or by 
approved treatment plan***.

Mixed, radioactive or hazardous waste: Provide to EHS for 
disposal.  Fill out a Waste Pickup Request or  Radioactive 

Waste Pickup Request. 

Sharps Waste Disposal Chart
Sharps are items capable of puncturing, piercing, cutting, or abrading the skin, including but not limited to glass or plastic pipettes, test tubes, broken capillary tubes, 
exposed ends of dental wires, culture slides, scalpels, razor blades, lancets, suture needles, needles, and syringes with needles. 

Sharps 
Waste

Contains 
radioactive 
material?

Yes

Contains 
hazardous 

waste?
No No No

Is the waste mixed with waste 
potentially infectious* to 

humans?

No

Yes**

Label with a radioactive sticker 
provided by the Radiation 

Safety Office.

Label with a radioactive sticker 
provided by the Radiation 

Safety Office.

Use only FDA-cleared or similar container.
Label with “Sharps” AND  “Biohazard” or 

“Medical Waste”.

Use only FDA-cleared or similar container.
Label with “Sharps” AND  “Biohazard” or 

“Medical Waste”.

Use a container manufactured and sold 
for containing sharps.

Use a container manufactured and sold 
for containing sharps.

Label with a Hazardous Waste 
Label  and list all the chemical 

contents.

Label with a Hazardous Waste 
Label  and list all the chemical 

contents.

Is waste 
potentially 

infectious* to 
humans?

Yes

 Use a puncture-resistant and leak-proof 
container.  Re-purposed containers should 

be labeled  “Sharps”, AND “Non-
Biohazardous” or “Non-Medical” AND “ Do 

not recycle”

 Use a puncture-resistant and leak-proof 
container.  Re-purposed containers should 

be labeled  “Sharps”, AND “Non-
Biohazardous” or “Non-Medical” AND “ Do 

not recycle”

 Use a puncture-resistant and leak-proof 
container.  Re-purposed containers should 

be labeled  “Sharps”, AND “Non-
Biohazardous” or “Non-Medical” AND “ Do 

not recycle”

 Dispose in the dumpster 
when  ~3/4 full. Ensure the 

lid is securely closed.

Yes
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