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Greetings from the Center for Risk Management 
Education and Research!  We’ve had an eventful spring 
here at the Center.  Our third cohort of Student Fellows 
successfully completed their risk management research 
projects and presented results to their company sponsors, 
graduated, and started their careers or are continuing on to 
graduate school.  This was another stellar class of Student 
Fellows who will rapidly make substantive contributions 
to their respective companies as well as to society.  Our 
fourth, and largest ever cohort of Student Fellows joined 
the Center in January and experienced a semester full of 
exceptional speakers, topped off with what was a definite 
highlight, a trip to Washington, DC in mid-May.  Thank you 
to advisory council member Todd Kemp, of NGFA for all of 
your help with the DC trip!  The Student Fellow blog for the 
Center highlights who the students interacted with this 
past semester including topics spanning risk management 
in banking, agricultural markets, commodities and 
derivatives markets, global business, cyber risk, food 
supply chain, transportation infrastructure, new insurance 
products, terrorism, regulation, and policy.  The current 
Student Fellows are now spread out around the country 
at internships.  We will be excited to hear about their 
experiences when they return to campus in the fall.

We continue to bring new companies as partners into 
the Center.  Look for upcoming announcements on our 

latest partners to join.  We are immensely grateful to those 
who have supported the Center since our inception and we 
look forward to continuing with the exceptional relationships 
that we have built. Thank you Ed Prosser for your leadership 
as chair of our industry advisory council.

Hard to believe, but we are already launching recruitment 
for our fifth cohort of Student Fellows.  The Center is now 
widely recognized across campus, so we know we will 
have another outstanding set of applicants when students 
return to campus in August.  Encourage any students you 
know to explore opportunities in the Center.  We are always 
looking for the absolutely best and brightest students to 
join the Center as Student Fellows.  Our reputation is our 
Student Fellows and their capabilities as they graduate and 
launch their careers.  I invite you to reach out to us with any 
thoughts or ideas you have about the Center.  Wishing you a 
productive and profitable summer.    

Center for Risk Management 
Education and Research

Sincerely,

Ted Schroeder, Director
Center for Risk Management
Education & Research
785.532.4488 | tcs@ksu.edu

mailto:tcs@ksu.edu
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     Another exciting spring semester has passed by as the Center enters into its fifth year providing 
experiential educational opportunities for its Student Fellows. The past few months were packed full of 
industry visits, workshops and guest lectures that covered a wide range of risk management topics.
     While the lines of work of our industry partners and guest speakers varied, all addressed the 
necessity for effective risk managers in their fields. Below is a brief summary of each activity, you can learn 
more about each visit on the Student Fellow blog by following crmerstudents.wordpress.com

     In addition to these industry visits and guest lectures, the 2015-2016 class of Student Fellows worked in 
interdisciplinary groups in collaboration with K-State faculty advisors to complete and present the findings 

of four research projects to involved industry partners. These projects provide an additional opportunity for 
the Fellows to engage in cross-curricular discussions on identifying, assessing and managing real-world risks.

Innovative Livestock Services 
Chairman Innovative Livestock 
Services, lee Borck hosted 
the Student Fellows for dinner 
at the ILS office in Manhattan, 
KS. Lee shared the details 
of his career and how his 
experiences helped form risk 
management strategies for ILS.

Community First National Bank
President & Founder, rob Stitt 
spoke with the Fellows about 
risk in the banking world and 
how managing those risks can 
be applied to other areas of 
business.

Tallgrass International Ltd.
President and Founder, renee 
laird spoke to the Fellows 
about her career experience 
with managing risk in various 
executive positions she’s held.

Paragon Investments
CEO of Paragon Investments, 
Chris haverkamp returned to 
K-State to visit with the Center. 
Chris challenged the Fellows 
to grow their minds by gaining 
knowledge and perspective 
from fields outside of their 
own programs of study.

Country Risk Solutions
CEO of Country Risk Solutions, 
daniel wagner hosted an all-
day workshop on campus for 
the Fellows. Daniel discussed 
risk assessments, risk agility, 
and unlocking the value of 
risks.

Union Pacific
Director of Capital Planning 
& Finance, mike Bernard 
visited campus to discuss with 
Student Fellows Enterprise 
Risk Management and how it 
affects every level of an 
organization.

McDonald’s
Senior Director, Supply Chain 
Management, Quality Systems 
at McDonald’s, Justin ransom 
shared what business models 
and risk management tactics 
have helped McDonald’s 
become a successful and 
competitive corporation.

https://crmerstudents.wordpress.com/
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     This May, the Center for Risk Management Education & Research went on its very first trip to Washington, 
DC. A group of 18 Student Fellows travelled to Washington to meet and learn from industry leaders working in 
different positions that involve managing risk. The Student Fellows spent two days with more than ten guest 
speakers who discussed a range of topics including legislation, public affairs, market risks and regulations, and 
cyber risk. Below are some of the highlights from May’s trip to DC.

Colin Woodall- Senior VP of 
Government Affairs at the 
NCBA spoke to Fellows about 
current risks in the cattle 
industry.

Andres Franzetti- Chief 
Strategy officer at the 
Risk Cooperative shared 
his experience in taking 
creative approaches to risk 
management.

David McIndoe- Partner at 
Sutherland discussed advising 
clients in commodities and 
derivatives markets.

Gregg Doud- President of the 
Commodity Market Council 
discussed current global 
market and risk management 
issues.

Todd Kemp- Sr. VP of 
Marketing and Treasurer at the 
NGFA addressed with Fellows 
the implications of the Dodd-
Frank Act.

Michael Torrey- Principal & 
Founder of Michael Torrey 
Associates shared his 
experience in addressing 
issues in agriculture and 
finance.

Senator Roberts- Student 
Fellows met with Kansas State 
Senator Pat Roberts, Chairman 
of the Senate Agriculture 
Committee.

Alex Manning- Senior 
Government Relations Director 
at Arent Fox discussed details 
about cyber risk and security.

Senate Agriculture Committee- 
Student Fellows heard from 
several Senate Ag Committee 
staff members who discussed 
the issues the committee is 
presently involved in.

Hannah Ropp- Surveillance 
Analyst at the US Commodity 
Futures Trading Commission 
shared her experience 
with the CFTC and market 
regulation. 
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StUdeNt fellow Spotlight
liNdy BilBerry

major: Agricultural Economics
year: Senior
hometown: Garden City, Kansas

what interested you in becoming a Crmer Student fellow?

what has been your favorite experience with Crmer so far?

what have you gained and learned from your time in Crmer?

what are you looking forward to this upcoming school year?

how is your summer internship at gavilon going?

I have always been interested in strategies that are used to mitigate risk, 
especially in agriculture. When I heard of the opportunity to broaden my 
knowledge in that area, it was a no brainer that I wanted to join. The research 
and networking components were also incredibly enticing. It’s really cool to 
get to be a part of a group of such high-level students at K-State.

I thoroughly enjoyed the CRMER trip that we took to Washington, DC. We 
got to hear about such a wide variety of risk management strategies- from 
cyber security to political risk to commodity market policy and everything 

in between. D.C. is a large risk management hub and it was a unique opportunity to get to hear from so 
many industry experts.

CRMER has provided me with great opportunities to learn about risk management strategies in a variety 
of different industries. I have gained so much from the chances that we have had to hear from real risk 
management movers and shakers. Most of our speakers are transparent and upfront with us, so we get to 
really learn about what day-to-day, as well as high level risk management looks like for their companies. I 
have also really liked to chance to network with these leaders and my peers.

I’m excited to jump head first into the research component of the CRMER experience! We’ve had the chance 
to learn a lot about risk management, so I can’t wait to apply the knowledge that we’ve learned firsthand. 
I think it’s a really unique learning experience that we get to do a research project with industry partners, 
because we know that the skills we are learning will be valuable in the workforce.

My summer is going great. I am a grain merchandising 
intern with Gavilon in Henderson, Kentucky. I am getting 
to learn about all components of the merchandising side 
of the industry, for origination to selling to freight to 
grading grain and a lot more. It’s also really neat to be on 
the Ohio River and learn about barge freight- it’s definitely 
a lot different than how things work back home in western 
Kansas!
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StUdeNt fellow alUmNi Spotlight
ShelBy hill

tell us about your current job, what is your title and what do you do?

degrees: Master’s degree in Agricultural Economics from Kansas State 
University in Spring 2015, Bachelor’s degrees in Agricultural Economics and 
Animal Sciences & Industry from Kansas State University in Spring 2013.

hometown: Satanta, Kansas

Current employer:  MetLife Agriculture Investments in Overland Park, KS

what did you enjoy most about being a Crmer Student fellow?

what advice do you have for the current Student fellows?

how has your experience as a Student fellow helped in obtaining your job and in your every-day work 
responsibilities?

what growth and improvements have you noticed in the Center during the past few years?

MetLife Ag Investments has been in agricultural lending for almost 100 years 
and is the biggest agricultural lender from the insurance sector. I work in a 
regional office as an Associate where I support our “field reps” who are loan 
underwriters. They meet with farmers and ranchers out in their territory and 
put together all the loan information. The loan application and package is sent 
to our office for review and recommendation. I help in all steps of the loan, 
such as analyzing financial information to determine credit quality, putting 
together loan terms, and inspecting and valuing collateral for the loan.

I enjoyed connecting with peers from different majors and colleges across the university. Learning and 
networking with industry leaders and the advisory board was also something I really enjoyed.

Engagement. Engage with your peers, engage with your project advisor, engage with the advisory board, 
engage with Dr. Schroeder, and engage with the industry leaders you have the opportunity to meet. This 
program gives you incredible opportunities so really take advantage of those experiences.

CRMER gives you the opportunity to not only learn more about risk management in different types of 
industries, but it also gives you the opportunity to interact with influential leadership teams at the company 
visits. When one of the Fellows gave a pre-visit presentation about MetLife Ag Investments that was the 
first time I learned MetLife was even involved in agriculture, even though I grew up in an agriculture driven 
community. The opportunity to visit MetLife and interact with a panel of key influencers is an experience most 
college groups don’t receive. As a result of meeting with the leadership team and having an interest in their 
intern program, I was later contacted to apply. The job offer I received from MetLife was a direct result of being 
in the Student Fellow program and getting the opportunity to interact first hand with key individuals. The 
interaction between peers from different majors and colleges is similar to interacting with people from the 
different departments that make up our organization.

The growth in student interest from all different types of programs speaks volumes about how influential the 
fellowship program is. The added industry visits from year-to-year also shows the demand companies have for 
graduates that have an interest in risk management.



Ted Schroeder, Director
219 Waters Hall | Kansas State University | Manhattan, KS 66506
tcs@ksu.edu | 785.532.4488

For more information about ways to support the Center contact 
Emilie Fink,  Development Officer
emilief@found.ksu.edu | 785.532.7571

Center for Risk Management 
Education and Research

CoNtaCt US

Center Website | k-state.edu/riskmanagement
Student Fellow Blog | crmerstudents.wordpress.com
Twitter @KSU_CRMER

For more information about this newsletter and 
other communications for the Center contact
Jennifer Merrill, Program Coordinator
jlmerrill@.ksu.edu | 785.532.4075

Click here to make a gift to the Center online via 
the Kansas State University Foundation. 
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