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October 7, 2020

Dear Colleague:

The Office of the Vice President for Research is pleased to provide the attached proposal/award activity report for the period July 1, 2019–June 30,
2020. We are presenting this annual report in a new format, making it easier for the user to search, compare, and collect information across the
university. The complete, more detailed and interactive view of the report is available at k-state.edu/research/faculty/awards/reports.
Total extramural funding garnered by Kansas State University has increased for the fifth year in a row, for a net increase of 55% since
fiscal year (FY) 2016. In FY 2020, our researchers obtained 1,137 awards for a record total of $199,132,973, a 13% increase over FY 2019.
These awards represented a 28% increase in Federal funding while maintaining our funding from state and local governments, private
foundations, and industry sponsors.
Economic Development and Technology Transfer are significant focus areas for the growth of our strategic partnerships. On July 1, 2019, the
historic K-State Research Foundation and the Institute for Commercialization merged to form Kansas State University Innovation Partners. This new
entity better represents the organization’s national leadership position in technology commercialization, economic developmen t and corporate
engagement. In its first year of operations, Innovation Partners facilitated more than $3.2 million in total licensing revenue in FY 2020 and a
record 35 license agreements — four of those agreements with direct impact on the fight against COVID-19. At this writing, additional COVID-19
treatments continue to be developed, disclosed, licensed, and further tested and validated with corporate partners. Over the last decade, 24
companies and 600 employees have been attracted to the region.
This was an all-around record year for K-State research despite the pandemic in the last quarter of FY 2020. Our research faculty and staff are
resilient and are responsible for making K-State a leader and primary contributor in the world innovation ecosystem.
If you have questions about the content of this report, please contact Paul Lowe at plowe@k-state.edu or 785-532-6804 or the RADAR team at
radar@k-state.edu or 785-532-6804.
Sincerely,

Peter K. Dorhout, Ph.D.
Vice President for Research
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K-State’s implementation of the new research administration system, Cayuse SP, allowed for a distinct count of award transactions while
also allowing the appropriate allocation of credit to individual project team members. The previous years’ reports, prior to the annual
comparison above, presented a collaborative count in which each research contributing intellectual input was credited with a count for the
purposes of allocating credit. The above annual award dollars reflect the funds obligated by the sponsor(s) within the fiscal year.

Expenditures (NSF HERD)
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FY 2019 preliminary

The HERD survey consists of the annual expenditures of more than 600 participating higher education institutions. The FY 2019
expenditures are the most up-to-date expenditures data published by the NSF HERD Survey. K-State has submitted its FY 2019 survey
data; the data is considered preliminary until released by NSF.
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The above award summary by source represents the original sources of funding, regardless of the flow of these funds through an intermediary
organization.
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Note: Cooperative Extension Projects are reflected within various performing units; expansion of interactive data tools available online will provide
more details.
Note: The interactive data tool utilizes aggregation functionality to address award counts when multiple units are collaborating.
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Award count: Inclusive of new awards and funded award modifications.
Researcher count: Represents the distinct count of individuals engaged in award activity.
Other transaction count: Representative of other RSCAD transactions; inclusive of nonmonetary award modifications (i.e., budget revisions, no cost time
extensions, etc.), outgoing agreement (i.e., sub-agreements, service agreements, and consulting agreements) as well as zero-dollar agreements (i.e.,
MTA, NDA, CA).
It is suggested that all reports found in this annual summary be accessed via the online interactive tool for more in-depth filtering and analysis.
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