Link to Survey
Fall 2026 Academic Innovation Fund
This is the initial executive summary application for the 2026-2027 Academic Innovation Funding (AIF) cycle. All applicants interested in developing a new noncredit microcredential must consult with the Program Administrator assigned to their college before submitting this application. The Program Administrator will discuss the proposal, answer questions about the process, and help determine whether the project is a good fit for AIF funding. (If you are proposing a new academic degree program, please submit this application instead).

Program Administrator assignments are as follows:
· Ron Jackson (rdj7@ksu.edu) – Agriculture; Business; Engineering
· Janice Nikkel (jnikkel@ksu.edu) – Architecture, Planning & Design; Health & Human Sciences; Veterinary Medicine; K-State Olathe
· Janel Koons (jksu@ksu.edu) – Arts & Sciences; Education; K-State Libraries; Staley School of Leadership; K-State Salina

Eligibility
Noncredit microcredentials are eligible to apply for AIF funding if they:
· Directly support the Next-Gen K-State Strategic Plan and the K-State Opportunity Agenda.
· Demonstrate workforce or industry demand.
· Include (or will include) an identified external partner that will assist in development and provide a letter of support during the final proposal stage.
 
Department(s) Requesting Funds: 

Primary Contact: 

Primary Contact's Email Address: 

Primary Contact's Phone Number:

Primary Department Head:

Primary Department Head's Email Address:

Additional Department Head(s):

Name of College Dean or Dean's Designee:

Dean or Designee's Email Address:

What is the title of the microcredential you are proposing?

Is this proposal interdisciplinary (drawing from more than one discipline, department, or college)?
· No
· Yes

If Yes: Please identify the participating departments and colleges involved in this interdisciplinary proposal.

Who is the primary audience this microcredential is designed to serve?

Has at least one potential external or industry partner been identified?
· Yes
· Not yet, but we are actively identifying partners
· No

If "Yes," please identify the organization(s).

Program Modality (check all that apply):
· In Person
· Hybrid
· Online

Briefly describe your proposal:

What makes the proposed microcredential innovative or distinctive, and how will it advance curricular innovation and academic excellence at K-State? Describe how its curriculum and applied learning experiences, instructional approach, delivery model, intended audience, credential pathway, stackability, or other distinguishing features work together to provide a current, rigorous, relevant, and learner-centered educational experience.

Explain how your proposal aligns with the Next-Gen K-State Strategic Plan AND the K-State Opportunity Agenda: 

Describe the anticipated return on investment (ROI) for K-State. Consider projected learner demand, anticipated enrollment, revenue generation, workforce impact, and opportunities for future growth or expansion.

Describe the learner, workforce, or societal need this proposed microcredential is intended to address. Explain how the microcredential would respond to that need. If available at this stage, include any preliminary evidence or information that supports the proposed microcredential, such as learner or employer interest, workforce or industry trends, enrollment inquiries, state or national priorities, or other relevant data. Formal market research is not required for this initial application and will be conducted during the next phase for selected proposals.

Describe how corporate, industry, government, or community partners will contribute to the development of this microcredential. If partners have already been identified, please name them and briefly describe their role (for example, curriculum input, skills validation, pilot participants, advisory support, marketing, or letters of support).

Describe your long-term sustainability plan after AIF funding concludes.

Upload either emails from your department head and dean (or dean's designee) approving the submission of your proposal or a signature page with these signatures. If this program is interdisciplinary, signatures from all contacts, relevant department heads, and deans (or deans' designees) will be required. Download the AIF initial proposal executive summary 2026 signature page, obtain signatures, and upload here.

Please select the name of the Program Administrator who assisted you with this proposal: 
· Ron Jackson
· Janel Koons
· Janice Nikkel
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