K-STATE CASE SUMMARIES

Case No. 129,890
K.P. On Behalf of B.S., a Minor Child v. Unified School District 394
Butler County
Civil

K.P. adopted B.S. in late 2021. In summer of 2022, B.S.'s biological mother took him without permission from a child care program run by the school district. B.S. was found seven hours later and was physically unharmed. K.P. filed a negligence action against the school district. She acknowledged that B.S. was not physically harmed during the incident. But she claims B.S. suffered mental distress from the incident, and she sought a financial award to cover future mental health expenses and to compensate B.S. for pain, suffering, and emotional distress. USD 394 sought summary dismissal of the action, citing K.P.'s failure to identify any physical injury. The district court denied the motion for summary judgment, finding there was an issue of whether USD 394 acted with wanton negligence. This interlocutory appeal followed with one narrow issue: Did the district court err by finding that K.P. could potentially recover financial damages for "wanton negligence" even in the absence of physical injury?

Case No. 128,838
State of Kansas v. Bernice Farmer
Riley County
Criminal

Bernice Farmer was convicted of attempted second-degree murder and aggravated battery. After arriving home from a night out with friends, Bernice called 911 to report that she had just shot her husband. Bernice admitted to the EMTs that the couple had been arguing but claimed the shooting was an accident. Bernice was charged with attempted first-degree murder. Her theory of defense continued to be that the shooting was an accident. During closing argument, the prosecutor commented on defense counsel's conduct during the trial. On appeal, Bernice claims these comments prejudiced the jury and denied her a fair trial.
