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In evidence-based policymaking, knowledge inevitably flows
from its source among researchers to policymakers through
intermediary bodies called ‘knowledge brokers’. The role of
these knowledge brokers has been debated, with many argu-
ing that a simplified linear view (where they serve
as knowledge translators) should be replaced by a more nu-
anced co-production view (where they are more involved, e.g.,
in directing research questions). Howev-
er, knowledge brokers have their own complex social
and knowledge situations, as well as incentives and organiza-
tion, which are not easily captured by a description of their
role in the policymaking process. As we demonstrate, attend-
ing to these factors reveals the extent of knowledge brokers’
impact on policy decisions, which is not well captured by exist-
ing views.
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