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Mass Communications: CIP code — 09.0401

Five-year average data:
Number of majors: Bachelor (Jr/Sr) = 254 (exceeds KBOR minima); Masters = 21 (exceeds KBOR
minima)
Number degrees awarded: Bachelor = 105 (exceeds KBOR minima); Masters = 5.4 (meets KBOR
minima)
Recommendation: Continue

Mission, Centrality and Uniqueness.

The A.Q. Miller School of Journalism and Mass Communications continues a tradition of teaching that began 112
years ago: To provide quality grounding in professional skills and performance standards demanded by a media
industry that is in a constant state of flux. Our journalism sequence focuses on gathering and producing news and
sports information for multi-platform dissemination, and the strategic communications sequence provides grounding
in advertising and public relations messaging and campaign development delivered via legacy and digital media
channels. We are nationally accredited by the Accrediting Council for Education in Journalism and Mass
Communications (ACEJMC), and we serve many programs on campus who rely on our courses, including
Agriculture Communications, Animal Science Communications and Marketing and the College of Education’s
degree designed for students aspiring to teach high school journalism. We have launched interdisciplinary certificate
programs. Additionally, we provide courses that serve other certificate programs and majors. Other new cooperative
ventures are being developed that put the A.Q. Miller School at the heart of instruction on the K-State campus. Our
graduate program includes a traditional resident MS degree option and a new online professional masters that serves
students from across the nation. Our graduate courses in such areas as risk, crisis and health communication and
community journalism regularly serve other programs on campus. In 2015, we joined the interdisciplinary PhD
program in Leadership Communication, with partners in Communication Studies, Agriculture Communication and
Leadership Studies, where we provide a scholarly focus on media and community engagement (that degree is
headquartered in Leadership Studies).

Strengths, Productivity and Qualifications of the Faculty.

A.Q. Miller School faculty members have significant industry experience, providing multi-platform media design
and production expertise with sound instruction in basic writing and information gathering to provide a degree plan
that is strong on fundamentals, yet focused on modern applications. Several of our instructors consistently score
high in teaching effectiveness (one recently received the College’s Stamey Teaching Award). Sixty percent of the
current full-time A.Q. Miller faculty hold terminal degrees (eight Ph.D.s and one Ed.D). Forty percent have master’s
degrees. We currently have five adjunct faculty members. Tenured and tenure track faculty have 2-2 teaching loads,
with an expectation that 40 percent of their time will be devoted to research. Non-tenure track faculty teach 3-3 load
(they do not have research expectations). All faculty are expected to devote as much as 20% of their time to service.
ACEJMC accreditation standards dictate that all skills classes should be small (maximum 20 enrolled). Since 2006,
Miller School graduate faculty have collectively published five books, 20 book chapters, 46 journal articles, and 91
peer-reviewed conference papers. Faculty research is diverse and routinely appears in such publications as
Journalism and Mass Communication Quarterly, Communication Research, Public Relations Journal, Journal of
Broadcasting and Electronic Media, International Journal of Communication, Health Communication Journal,
Newspaper Research Journal and Public Relations Review. Many faculty members have involved students in their
research, giving our students real-world experience in conducting research, writing conference papers and journal
articles, and presenting findings while in our master’s program.

Quality of Curriculum and Impact on Students.

Students entering our undergraduate program must successfully complete the nine-hour “JMC Gateway” (courses
that introduce basic writing, production, and industry orientation classes) and earn a minimum grade of C in each
class. Once admitted, students must maintain a 2.5 GPA minimum in their major classes. The five-year ACT
average for Bachelor of Science degree seeking students is 22.9, while the average for Bachelor of Arts candidates is
24.6. Nationwide, many traditional journalism, and mass communications programs have experienced enrollment
declines, and that trend has been felt here. From fall 2017 to fall 2021 the number of majors averaged 223.2 with a
decrease from 475 students (290 majors and 185 pre-majors) in fall 2017 to 247 (180 majors and 67 pre-majors) in
fall 2021, an overall 48% decrease. These decreases have been attributed nationwide to the decline in public trust in
the news media and changes in the career ambitions of students entering college. However, future outlooks for
students with media education look very promising. The Bureau of Labor Statistics anticipates as much as a 29%
increase over the next five years in some media-related areas. Graduate program enrollment has constantly increased
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during this five-year period (19 students in AY2017 to 28 during in AY2021) a growth rate of nearly 48%. The
Miller School’s graduate program has a long history of preparing students both for advancement in their professions,
as well as for academic careers in doctoral programs. Students entering the program must meet and maintain a
minimum GPA requirement of 3.0, as well as take the GRE to ensure the admittance of high-quality students. Many
of our graduate students have continued their education in top journalism and mass communications doctoral
programs across the country. ACEJMC accreditation remains our academic and professional standards benchmark
(we were reaccredited in 2019). Students continually win awards competitions sponsored by professional
associations, such as the Kansas Press Association and the Kansas Association of Broadcasters, and our media
outlets consistently place near the top in national student media competitions. Another measure of success is data
from on-site evaluation of our interns, where supervisors gauge students’ workplace performance and career
readiness, and we also gather feedback from companies that hire our graduates. Over the past five years, our
department has averaged a total of 105 (72.4 B.S. and 32.6 B.A.) degrees conferred. We have experienced a 66%
decrease in graduates since 2017, a number that reflects the dramatic decrease in students during the Covid-19
pandemic. Graduate program degree conferrals have remained consistent across the same time period, averaging 5.4
graduates each year and reaching a high of 7 graduates in AY2018.

External Demand.

We currently enjoy a five-year 95% placement average among students entering the job market or graduate
programs (the fifth highest placement rate on campus). Graduates are employed by a variety of media companies
and/or firms needing communications specialists. The average salary for graduates is $38,000 per year ranging
between $22,000 to $78,000 for entry level jobs. It is also common for many of our students to be working
professionally even prior to graduation. Students are often able to secure jobs as social media managers, news
reporters, broadcast sports crew, and many other positions that allow them to gain real-world practical experience
prior to completing their formal education. Overall, 78% are employed in Kansas and surrounding states (54% of
graduates work in Kansas). The remaining 22% are scattered across the nation and throughout the globe. In addition
to performance indicators cited above, annual surveys are conducted among recent alumni, who register a high level
of satisfaction with their educational experience. In our graduate program, at least 19 alumni from the past eight-
year period have been, or are currently in, doctoral programs. Additionally, at least 30 alumni since 2004 have
successfully entered the industry or advanced professionally with the grounding they received through their
advanced degrees.

Service to the Discipline, the University and Beyond.

Beyond our traditional departmental and campus academic service, faculty and graduate students also share their
expertise with local, state, and national media organizations. Miller School faculty serve and lead in various
scholarly and professional organizations. Faculty members routinely consult with media outlets and other corporate
and not-for-profit organizations. The Miller School itself houses two service-specific organizations: The Huck Boyd
National Center for Community Media and the Journalism Education Association — a service organization
supporting scholastic journalism education. Faculty members and graduate students also frequently lend their
communication skills to organizations such as the Public Relations Society of America and the American
Advertising Federation. Additionally, we either directly or indirectly operate a campus newspaper, radio, television,
magazine, and yearbook outlets that provide campus and community service as well as “hands on” training in media
operations for majors and non-majors on campus.

Cost Effectiveness and Program Needs.

The A.Q. Miller School has maintained a five-year average instruction budget of $2,722,672 for faculty salaries and
benefits, which is reflected in tenured and tenure track faculty contracting 40% of their time in teaching, while
instructors carry a larger 60% load. In comparison, we have maintained an average SCH average of 7,434, which
yields an average revenue of $2,349,144 (figured on the current in-state undergraduate tuition rate). This reflects an
enrollment decline precipitated by changing market factors, as well as an overall decline in enrollment at K-State,
but as outlined below, we are creating new alliances that allow us to develop more market relevant degree options
that will increase our appeal among the 18-24 age group and to professionals needing technical retooling. Changes
in our industry have created a need for a degree program that is increasingly technology dependent, but digital
technology is, overall, less expensive. A college fee has created a supplemental fund for acquiring faculty and some
lab computers. The heaviest challenges will continue to be acquisition of broadcast equipment and continual
software upgrades.
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INTERDISCPLINARY PROGRAMS

Life Science: CIP code - 30.1801
Number of majors: Bachelor (Jr/Sr) = 154.4 (exceeds KBOR minima)
Number degrees awarded: Bachelor = 66.7 (exceeds KBOR minima)
Recommendation: Continue

Social Science: CIP code - 45.0101
Number of majors: Bachelor (Jr/Sr) = 165.8 (exceeds KBOR minima)
Number degrees awarded: Bachelor = 97.2 (exceeds KBOR minima)
Recommendation: Continue

Physical Sciences: CIP code — 40.0101
Number of majors: Bachelor (Jr/Sr) = 15.8 (does not meet KBOR minima)
Number degrees awarded: Bachelor = 6.9 (does not meet KBOR minima)
Recommendation: Continue (in accord with KBOR AY 2020 Strategic Program Alignment Review)

Humanities: CIP code —24.0103
Number of majors: Bachelor (Jr/Sr) = 4.2 (does not meet KBOR minima)
Number degrees awarded: Bachelor = 4.4 (does not meet KBOR minima)
Recommendation: Continue (in accord with KBOR AY 2020 Strategic Program Alignment Review)

Clinical Lab Sciences-Med Tech: CIP code — 51.1005
Number of majors: Bachelor (Jr/Sr) = 3.2 (does not meet KBOR minima)
Number degrees awarded: Bachelor = .8 (does not meet KBOR minima)
Recommendation: Continue (in accord with KBOR AY 2020 Strategic Program Alignment Review)

Mission, Centrality, Uniqueness

The College of Arts and Sciences houses several interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary degree programs that allow
students to take courses from faculty from diverse disciplines and to tailor unique learning experiences that are not
commonly available within a single department. The programs offered are in Humanities, Life Science, Physical
Science, Social Science and Medical Lab Science. The programs are central to the mission of K-State because they
provide a general liberal arts education that allows students greater flexibility to diversify their educational
experiences.

Strengths, Productivity, and Qualifications of the Faculty

These programs, offered through the Dean’s Office in the College of Arts and Sciences, are unique because they are
not housed in a single department, have no faculty exclusively affiliated with them, and are not tied to a single
discipline. Courses in the interdisciplinary programs are typically drawn from a wide range of departments within
and outside the college that, when taken together, fulfil the program degree requirements.

Quality of Curriculum and Impact on Students

Students enter these programs at all class levels (e.g., first-year students through seniors). For example, some
students will be juniors or seniors when they enroll in one of these programs, because they self-selected out of a
major (e.g., changed from physics into physical sciences). Other students enter one of these programs when they
first arrive at K-State as first-year students or sophomores (depending on transfer status). The tracking of students
for enrollment and/or post-graduation endeavors is challenging because there is not a single department that
provides oversight for most of the interdisciplinary programs. Informal oversight occurs from seven dedicated
academic advisors in the College of Arts and Sciences who work individually with students to identify the best
educational opportunities available to them.

Cost Effectiveness and Program Needs

Because there are no faculty associated specifically with these programs, and courses for the programs are chosen by
students from the participating departments according to their interests, these are incredibly cost-efficient programs
that offer students valuable options with existing resources. Administration costs are minimal, with advisors
supervising students’ plans of studies.

Descriptions of these programs are provided below. The descriptions of the Humanities, Physical Science, and
Medical Lab Science programs were previously reported in 2020 as part of KBOR’s requested Low Enrolled
Program Report, but also appear here. It was decided at the time to continue these three programs.
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Humanities, B.A. CIP code — 24.0103
Number of majors: Bachelor (Jr/Sr) = 4.2 (does not meet KBOR minima)
Number degrees awarded: Bachelor = 4.4 (does not meet KBOR minima)

The Humanities degree program is an interdisciplinary program involving 10+ departments in the College of Arts
and Sciences. While each of the departments has its own major, there was a need to create a broader degree in
humanities that would be attractive to students who were not interested in any single discipline. It offers the
opportunity for students to expand their knowledge across disciplines. It also serves as a gateway for student success
for those students who have tried several majors but are not satisfied with any specific one. The humanities degree
program is a pathway to a degree for those students

Although the number of graduates and majors is low, the degree program costs nothing to administer. There are no
faculty dedicated to the program, nor a department with overhead costs.

Humanities majors are qualified for many types of jobs in business, education, nonprofit, and other fields
(Study.com, 2020). Their preparation includes communication classes, writing classes, public speaking, and cultural
competence. Humanities graduates enter the job market or are accepted into graduate studies or law school. The
Kansas Board of Regents’ DegreeStats website shows annual salaries average $28,200. Payscale.com (2020) lists
the average salary for a BA in Humanities to be over $64,000. Pay will depend on whether the graduate goes into
nonprofit or for-profit fields, or graduate school.

The primary strength of the program is that it offers a pathway to graduation for students who are undecided on a
major or not interested in specializing in one discipline. Also, the program is offered at no cost to the university
since all courses in the program are offered by multiple departments for their own degrees.

Life Science, B.S./B.A., CIP Code: 30.1801

Five-year average data:
Number of Majors: Bachelor (Jr/Sr) = 154.4 (meets or exceeds KBOR minima)
Number of degrees awarded: Bachelor = 66.7 (meets or exceeds KBOR minima)

The Life Science degree is a multidisciplinary major that deals with studies of living organisms and life processes.
This degree allows students the ability to obtain a general science education across multiple life-science

departments. The degree program has basic biology, chemistry, math, and psychology requirements, together with
21-24 more advanced science requirements, a statistics requirement, and 14 elective hours from two or more of the
following fields: biochemistry, biology, microbiology, organic chemistry, physical anthropology, and psychology.

The program has many majors and is especially important as a pre-cursor to a range of health-related graduate and
professional programs such as medical school, with nearly 90% of majors declaring a pre-health designation.
Enrollment has been steady, even as overall college enrollment has been trending down. The five-year average ACT
score is 27.

Many of these majors leave the university prior to graduation to begin their programs of study in medical
professions of nursing, chiropractics, physical therapy, veterinary medicine, optometry, and pharmacology, none of
which are offered at Kansas State University. However, many do finish their degree programs at KSU. Most of these
graduates continue their education in medically related programs. Employed graduates work as customer care
representatives, medical professionals, laboratory technicians, educators, and in wildlife organizations (e.g.,
zookeepers and rangers).

Physical Science, B.S./B.A., CIP Code: 40.0101

Five-year average data:
Number of Majors: Bachelor (Jr/Sr) = 15.8 (does not meet KBOR minima)
Number of degrees awarded: Bachelor = 6.9 (does not meet KBOR minima)
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The program is a mix of courses across multiple departments in the College of Arts and Sciences and the College of
Engineering. The physical science disciplines include biology, biochemistry, chemistry, geography, geology,
mathematics, physics, statistics, and computer science. All courses that may be used for this degree are already
taught for the majors in those departments.

The Physical Sciences degree is an interdisciplinary program involving eight departments in the College of Arts and
Sciences and computer science in the College of Engineering. While each of the departments has its own major,
there was a need to create a broader degree in physical sciences that would be attractive to students who were not
interested in any single science discipline. It offers the opportunity for students to expand their knowledge across
disciplines. It also serves as a gateway for student success for those students who may have tried several majors but
are not satisfied with any specific one. The general sciences degree program is a pathway to a degree for those
students

Although the number of graduates and majors is low, the degree program costs nothing to administer. There are no
faculty dedicated to the program, nor a department with overhead costs. Graduates with a physical sciences major
are qualified for many types of technical and engineering positions across many industries. Recent graduates have
taken positions as project managers, associate engineers, and other related jobs. Their plan of study prepares them
for a broad array of industry positions, as well as graduate studies in the sciences.

The primary strength of the program is that it offers a pathway to graduation for students who are undecided on a
major or not interested in specializing in one discipline. Also, the program is offered at no cost to the university
since all courses in the program are offered by multiple departments for their own degrees.

Social Science, B.S./B.A., CIP Code: 45.0101

Five-year average data:
Number of majors: Bachelor (Jr/Sr) = 165.8 (meets or exceeds KBOR minima)
Number of degrees awarded: Bachelor = 97.2 (meets or exceeds KBOR minima)

Quality of Curriculum and Impact on Students

Social science is a branch of learning that examines society’s institutions including their structures, theoretical
foundations, evolution, and interrelationships (e.g., how they affect and are affected by human behavior). The social
science disciplines include anthropology, economics, geography, history, mass communications, political science,
psychology, and sociology. Students in the social science program must submit for approval a plan of study to an
interdisciplinary social science advisor within the College of Arts and Sciences. Proposals must include a rationale
or thematic design, which includes a list of courses covering interdisciplinary perspectives. In addition to the
focused theme, the program has a breadth and a methods requirement, though both allow for significant freedom for
student choice. The program culminates with a capstone in which students reflect on and explain how their chosen
courses contribute to interdisciplinary learning for their theme.

Service to the Discipline, the University, and Beyond

The program has many majors, with many students entering after their sophomore year. Enrollment trends are
consistent with overall college enrollment patterns. The five-year average ACT for students in the program is 22.
The program provides an option for students who might have decided that their initial choice of social science major
was not for them and allows them to translate their coursework to an individualized plan of study. This provides a
substantial retention service for the university. It also appeals to students who might be drawn to more than one
social science and do not wish to specialize.

External Demand

Graduates are employed in a diverse range of occupations. The occupations that have the largest numbers include
managers, public servants, educators, and sports related professions (e.g., professional athletes, recruiters, medical
assistants, trainers, and sports writers).

Medical Laboratory Sciences (Clinical Lab Science/Med Technology), BS/BA CIP Code — 51.1005
Five-year average data:

Number of Majors: Bachelor (Jr/Sr) = 3.2 (does not meet KBOR minima)

Number of degrees awarded: Bachelor = .8 (does not meet KBOR minima)
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Medical Laboratory Science program is a mix of courses across multiple departments in the College of Arts and
Sciences. There are two clinical directors of the MLS program listed as adjunct faculty (unpaid) who work at the
two hospitals with whom we have agreements. The science and health disciplines include biology, biochemistry,
chemistry, mathematics, physics, and statistics. All courses that may be used for this degree are already taught for
the majors in those departments. Completion of the program, including the clinical hours, prepares students to sit for
the American Society for Clinical Pathology Board of Certification exam.

Although the number of graduates and majors has been low, the numbers have increased in the past few years. One
limiting factor is that there are only a limited number of spaces available for students at the clinical sites. Since it is
taught across multiple departments using courses that are already offered, the degree program costs little to teach.
There are no faculty dedicated to the program, nor a department with overhead costs. There is an advisor in the
Dean’s office who assists students with their plan of study and the clinical placement. K-State has affiliation
agreements with two Kansas City hospitals for the clinical sites, but students are encouraged to seek other placement
sites as well. We are working on more affiliation agreements with additional hospitals in the KC area.

Graduates with the Medical Laboratory Science (MLS) degree are qualified so sit for the ASCP Board of
Certification exam. We have a 100% pass rate for those students who complete the program. Graduates are hired
upon graduation into the medical lab field. There is growing demand for graduates who pass the exam which opens
opportunities in the health care field in high paying positions ($60,000).

The primary strength of the program is that it offers a strong program that prepares students for an in-demand career
in the health care industry. Jobs are plentiful. The university has affiliation agreements with hospitals for clinical
placements in place and will soon be adding more sites. Also, the program is offered at little additional cost to the
university since all courses in the program are offered by multiple departments for their own degrees. KBOR agreed
to continue the program as part of the KBOR AY 2020 Strategic Program Alignment Review.
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International Studies - Secondary Major: CIP code - 302001

Five-year average data:
Number of majors: Bachelor (Jr/Sr) =27.6 (meets or exceeds KBOR minima)
Number of degrees awarded: Bachelor = 15.2 (meets or exceeds KBOR minima)
Recommendation: Continue

1. Mission, Centrality, Uniqueness — What do we do and why do we do it

The Secondary Major in International and Area Studies (IAS) promotes understanding of the international
community through its commitment to interdisciplinary study. The program allows students to fashion a field of
academic engagement tailored to their own interests. Completion of the secondary major demonstrates that students
have made a substantial investment in learning about international issues by taking courses across several disciplines
and by writing a thesis based on in-depth research. The program offers excellent preparation for graduate study and
a valuable background for many careers. It is characteristic of the Liberal Arts experience in the College of Arts and
Sciences. International Studies is a common major at peer institutions. KU has a B.A. and an M.A. in International
Studies. NCSU, which was identified as a strong peer model for K-State in the 2025 plan, offers a B.A. in
International Studies (as do the University of Nebraska and Texas A and M). Overall, the KSU course requirements
for the degree are in line with other programs, nearly all of which are interdisciplinary, and many of which require a
geography course, an anthropology course, a political science course, a language, several electives, and a capstone.
The KSU degree is set apart by the fact that it is a Secondary Major. This is a major strength and unique quality of
international studies at KSU—because it is a secondary major, it can be completed by students in any college, in any
degree path. The Secondary Major currently attracts students across colleges at KSU—we have had students
graduate from Agriculture, Business and Architecture, for example. At many of our peer institutions, the degree is a
B.A., which means it cannot be completed by students in other degree plans/colleges without adding general
education requirements. This has served as a recruiting opportunity over the last year. Because IAS draws on the
faculty strengths in existing programs across the university, the cost to run the program is low.

2. Strengths, productivity, and qualifications of the faculty — Who does it (faculty profile)

Because IAS is an interdisciplinary program, it draws on faculty strengths from across the university. The four
required courses for IAS are World Regional Geography (GEOG 100); Introduction to Cultural Anthropology
(ANTH 200 or 204); One International Relations Course (typically a Political Science course); and a capstone,
Senior Research in International Studies (DAS 525—currently taught by a Modern Languages faculty member). The
secondary major also has a four-semester language requirement and requires four electives from three different
departments. Elective courses have been identified in a wide range of departments across the university, including
Agriculture, Art, History, Economics, Education, Leadership Studies, Architecture, Political Science, Anthropology,
English, Modern Languages, Music, Sociology, and more. The class size and methodology correspond to the best
practices in those respective disciplines. IAS is under new leadership this academic year (2021-22) and plans are
being developed for enhancing outreach activities. At present, the major research activity is related to the students’
work in the capstone course the results of which can be shared with the KSU community through the annual student
research forum in the department of Modern Languages, Initials, taking place each spring.

3. Quality of Curriculum and Impact on Students — How well do we do it and who thinks so
As a secondary major, IAS draws on students from across the university. As such, they are high achieving students
who are deeply engaged with their fields of study and motivated to develop new knowledge and insight that will
help to move forward their chosen areas of interest. The five-year average headcount is 45 and the average number
of degrees conferred is 15. Because of the nature of the degree, the sub-specialties are designed by the students in
consultation with the advisor. There is a companion degree program, Latin American Studies, that allows for a
particular geopolitical specialization. This is in the process of being combined into the larger umbrella degree,
International and Area Studies, since it rarely has had students enrolled therein solely or distinctly from IAS.
The learning goals of the Secondary Major (identified in Fall 2021) are for students to:
e Demonstrate familiarity with a range of approaches to knowledge, research, and problem-solving
e Discuss current academic perspectives on international, global, and trans-cultural issues
e Construct logical and coherent research-based arguments to support analysis of international, global, and
trans-cultural issues from a diversity of perspectives including international politics, cultural anthropology,
and global geography
e  Conduct research in a way that demonstrates familiarity with best practices in international studies
research, and with academic standards in the field of international studies
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e  Work effectively in diverse and collaborative environments, including internationally and with
international populations

These learning goals are assessed in the capstone course for the secondary major—DAS 525. This course offers
students both an overview of research methodologies and practices as well as individualized mentoring and support
as students prepare an independently researched project that combines their selected areas of interest. Students in the
past have shared the results of this work in various research forums on campus, including the Modern Languages
Student Research Forum, Initials, and may continue to do so as a formal part of the course in the future. The
program director has fully updated the structure of DAS 525 in AY 2021-22. Due to the interdisciplinary nature of
the program as a secondary major, there is not an external accreditation process for the program itself.

4. External Demand — Demonstrated student need and employer demand for the program

There is an increasing demand for graduates with international competencies. Per the American Academy of Arts &
Sciences, “The extent to which Americans are fluent in multiple languages is important not only for the nation’s
ability to compete in a global marketplace but for its capacity to develop and execute foreign policy. Data from the
U.S. Census Bureau indicate that the share of Americans who are multilingual has grown over the last several
decades, but less than a quarter of adults speak both English and at least one other language well” (“Indicator:
Multilingualism, Public Life”, https://www.amacad.org/humanities-indicators/public-life/multilingualism).
Graduates of the program have either gone on to graduate programs or pursued careers in a range of disciplines,
including tourism, policy, thinktanks, education, and security studies. Much of this data has been collected by the
students’ primary programs, so pulling this solely for the secondary degree is challenging. We will continue to
explore this possibility with the KSU Office of Institutional Research.

5. The service to the discipline, the university, and beyond

DAS 525 is the only dedicated course for International and Area Studies. It fulfills the K-State 8 requirement for
“Global Issues and Perspectives.” It is offered every fall and spring, both in person and online (to serve the needs of
Global Campus only students). The Director of the program serves as the advisor for the students enrolled in the
secondary major, supports recruitment initiatives to the program, and connects students with campus resources and
opportunities that might be of use.

6. Cost Effectiveness

Because this is an interdisciplinary secondary major the costs are low. DAS 525 is the only dedicated course in the
program, and it is currently taught by a faculty member in Modern Languages. That faculty member also serves as
the Director of the program, doing necessary recruitment, advertising, and advising for the program. The program

requires no specialized equipment.


https://www.amacad.org/humanities-indicators/public-life/multilingualism
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Psychology: CIP code — 42.0101
Five-year average data:
Number of majors: Bachelor (Jr/Sr) = 245.6; Masters = 36.2; Doctorate = 40.8 (exceeds KBOR minima)
Number of degrees awarded: Bachelor = 92.8; Masters = 16.6; Doctorate = 5.4 (exceeds KBOR minima)
Recommendation: Continue

1. Mission, Centrality, Uniqueness

Our mission is to engage in the discovery of knowledge about behavior, the biological and psychological
processes that affect behavior, and to share that knowledge and how it is obtained with our students and the
larger community. The Department integrates graduate and undergraduate education and combines teaching,
research, and service activities to further the overall mission of the university.

Behavior underlies every aspect of our daily lives including health (medications and vaccines provide no
benefit if they are not taken), business (performance assessment, motivation, leadership), technology (effective
user interface design), and social issues (race, drug abuse, and work motivation).

However, Psychology is not unique — there is so much demand that nearly every university offers the
degree. However, K-State’s Psychological Sciences department is the only one in the state of Kansas to offer
specialties in behavioral neuroscience and industrial/organizational psychology. Our professional Masters in I/O
Program (MIOP) is a hybrid online/campus program (fall-spring/summer, respectively) that is one of only a few
online programs with this specialty in this region of the country.

2. Strengths, productivity, and qualifications of the faculty

Number of Faculty with Terminal Degrees: 16 (includes three non-tenure track)

To effectively instruct our students, we combine several different class sizes, formats, and laboratory
opportunities. Our core classes are writing intensive, our research methods classes combine lecture and
computer experience, class sizes range from small for more advanced classes (thus allowing intensive
interaction with the professor and other students), to large for more basic content courses. Over 40% of our
majors can work in one of our research laboratories in conjunction with a professor and other students. Our
teaching evaluations are uniformly good to excellent (a minimum of 3.8/5.0, averaging 4.4) and our
professional advising ranks very highly (4.8/5.0). All the tenure-track/tenured faculty are research active and
average 2-3 publications per year, most of which have undergraduate and Ph.D. students as co-authors. The
faculty in the cognitive and behavioral neuroscience programs are all grant-active and h