
Kansas State University Applied Clarinet Syllabus 

Course Nos. MUS 251, 254, 255, 455 
Professor: Dr. K. Tod Kerstetter  

 

General Policies  
Please let Dr. Kerstetter know in advance if you cannot attend your scheduled lesson. Excused 
lessons will be made up whenever possible. Lessons canceled at the last minute, or after the 
time for which the lesson was scheduled, will be rescheduled as possible.  
 
Required Supplies  
• a clarinet in good working order and a good mouthpiece 
• a supply of good reeds 
• music ( 
• the KSU Clarinet Handbook  
(available online at www.k-state.edu/music/documents/clarinet/ksuclarinethandbook.pdf)  
• a metronome, or a good metronome app 
 
Note—Just like books for any other class at KSU, reeds, and music are required materials. You 
must have them in order to progress as a clarinetist. Funding for these necessary supplies must 
be planned and budgeted.  
 
An accompanist is required for the jury examination if the solo work you have prepared has a 
piano part. Faculty accompanist Amanda Arrington will be available for about one-half of the 
studio each semester. These assignments each semester, on the basis of seniority and difficulty 
of the accompaniment. Other accompanists are available for hire at a reasonable rate (Dr. 
Kerstetter will help you with this as needed). 
 
Grading  
Lessons will normally be graded, and a carbon copy of the lesson grade and comments will be 
given to the student. Bear in mind that your own level of playing in relation to your course 
number, combined with the amount you improve over the course of the semester, are the 
factors that are considered. Lessons will be given a numerical grade as well as a letter grade. 
The first lesson of the semester will be for planning purposes and no grade will be given. Since 
there are 14 weeks of instruction in the semester and the first week is for planning, there 
will needs to be a minimum of 12 graded lessons during the semester. 
 
Studio Seminars are held on Thursdays at 11:30 in Room 324, which should be already 
reserved on your schedule for MUS 050 (Recital Attendance). In addition to studio seminars and 
divisional recitals, there will faculty, guest, and student recitals that you will need to attend, 
typically numbering around 4 to 5 events per semester. A list of all required clarinet studio 
events will be given at our first studio meeting, and will be available at 
www.ksu.edu/music/clarinet (the clarinet studio webpage). These events are not only required, 
but it is also simply good etiquette to support the other members of the studio when they 
perform and to support faculty and guest artist events. Please plan your schedules accordingly. 



Grading Rubric for Music Majors  
Weekly Lesson Grades — 40 points 
 Event Attendance — 10 points  
Etude Recording Projects — 20 points total 
Scale/Arpeggios Recording Project — 10 points  
Jury Grade — 20 points  
 
Non-music majors will only be assessed on weekly lesson grades and the jury (60 point total).  
 
Etude Recording Project  
Each student will select, with consultation from Dr. Kerstetter, an etude to record during the 
semester. It can be either a video or just an audio recording. The goal is to obtain a musical 
result that reflects thorough practice, attention to detail, and personal pride. This etude will likely 
be your jury etude, so this project will greatly assist in your jury preparation. The final project 
should be emailed to Dr. Kerstetter as an mp3 file, or uploaded to YouTube, Google Drive, 
Dropbox, or something similar. This project will be further discussed in studio seminar.  
 
Technical Items  
There are certain technical items that must be mastered at each level. These items must be 
practiced every day. They will normally be heard at your lesson each week. The philosophy is a 
simple one: a higher degree of technical proficiency will allow the student to perform more 
literature, with the ultimate goal of becoming a better musician.  
 
• Note:  
All scales and other technical items must be played from memory for juries.  
 
Scale Recording Project  
By mid-semester, the scales, arpeggios, and other technical items that you will be responsible 
for at juries will be decided. A video of you playing all of your technique from memory will need 
to be submitted to Dr. Kerstetter by two weeks before the juries. Like the etude project, this 
assignment should be emailed to Dr. Kerstetter as an mp3 file, or uploaded to YouTube, Google 
Drive, Dropbox, or something similar. It will also be discussed further in studio seminar.  
 
Jury Procedure 
Jury examinations occur during exam week. Students will sign up for a ten-minute time period, 
on sign-up sheets that will be posted about two weeks in advance. Students will be evaluated by 
the five members of the K-State woodwind faculty, and will receive commentary via an online 
evaluation form. 
 
Practice Time  
While the actual time it takes to master certain techniques or certain pieces varies greatly from 
player to player, the suggested amount of daily practice time is 2 hours for majors, 1 hour for 
non-majors, and 3 hours for performance majors. This includes practice time for warm-up, finger 
technique, etudes, and literature as well as music for your ensembles.  
 
Office Hours  
I maintain an open-door policy (even when the door is actually closed!), except when I am 
teaching a lesson. Please feel free to come by at any time if you have questions or need help of 
some kind. The best way is to email me to set up an appointment. 


