
Master of Public Health

Preparing your Program of Study



Graduate Program of Study (POS)
Required by Graduate School
Graduate Handbook, Chapter 2, Section C. The Program of Study
• Every master's student must file with the Graduate School a Program of 

Study, a formal list of the courses the student intends to take to fulfill the 
requirements of the degree. 

• The program of study should consist solely of courses directly related to 
the master's degree. 

• Full-time students must file their programs before the end of their 
second semester of graduate study, and part-time students must do so 
upon the completion of 9 credit hours. 
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Graduate POS
• The student should prepare the POS in consultation with the supervisory 

committee, all members of which must indicate their approval by signing 
the POS form provided by the Graduate School. 

• The head of the academic unit must endorse the POS and forward it to 
the Dean of the Graduate School, whose approval must be received 
within the first two semesters of graduate work. 

• Subsequent changes require approval of all members of the supervisory 
committee, and if changes are made, a Program/Committee Change form 
should be submitted to the Graduate School before graduation. 
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Preparing the POS – Overview of Requirements
• MPH degree consists of 42 credit hours.
• Every MPH students must complete the 15-hour, 5 courses core requirement.
• Every MPH students must complete an APE (6 hours). If completing a thesis 

APE requirement is 3 hours and thesis research is 6 hours.
• Remainder of hours (21) is completed with emphasis area required and 

elective courses.
• MPH Website https://www.k-state.edu/mphealth/ has list of required and 

approved electives by emphasis area.
• Excel planning sheet on MPH Website by emphasis area.  Use this sheet to 

discuss with your major professor which classes you should take and list on the 
POS.
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Electronic POS on Graduate School’s Website
Found at:
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Select this form.



Instructions for Completing POS
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Detailed instructions for the POS may be found on the MPH Website under 
Home>Current Students

MPH specific instructions



Instructions
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Epidemiology
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Even if you split MPH 840 between two semester, list it only once as 6 credits.

If you are completing a thesis, list MPH 840 as 3 credits and add thesis credit, using the thesis research course 
number from your emphasis area for 6 hours.
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List the courses from your DVM/MS/PhD degree that meet an MPH 
requirement for the MPH degree here.
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Transfer credit as allowed by the Graduate School:
• DVM/MD degree = 12 credits
• Masters = 6 credits for overlapping graduate credit (credits shared between 

two MS degrees at K-State); from another institution = 10 credit hours
• PhD = 10 credits
• Other possible transfer? Ask the MPH program office
• There are more criteria/considerations Ask the program MPH office

• See D5, D6 https://www.k-state.edu/grad/graduate-handbook/chapter2.html
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The MPH Program Office (acting as the advisor) will check your POS for accuracy and 
send it back to you if needed for corrections.  You are the only person who can make 
corrections to the POS.

Fill in as indicated 
use @ksu.edu.rsj9999@ksu.edu
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Only use @ksu.edu

Dr. Mulcahy emulcahy@ksu.edu as the Program Director is listed last on every form submitted to the Graduate School.

Becky rsj9999@ksu.edu is listed as the Program Advisor (first) on every form submitted to the Graduate School.

mailto:emulcahy@ksu.edu
mailto:barta@ksu.edu
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The POS will be returned to you for corrections if any of your committee, major 
professor or Dr. Mulcahy find errors (even spelling). Please use a planning sheet and 
double check everything!
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POS Planning Table at end of Instructions



Resources

• https://www.k-state.edu/mphealth/current/ (MPH website)
• https://www.k-state.edu/mphealth/faculty/faculty-staff.html (MPH website)
• Electronic POS https://www.k-state.edu/grad/academics/forms/ (Graduate 

School’s website)
• MPH POS instructions https://www.k-

state.edu/mphealth/pdf/pos/MPH%20Electronic%20POS%20Instructions.pdf
• MPH Graduate Handbook, see 4.1, 5.1 (p13) https://www.k-

state.edu/mphealth/pdf/mph_handbooks/18-
19%20MPH%20GRADUATE%20STUDENT%20HANDBOOK.pdf

• Masters Supervisory Committee https://www.k-state.edu/grad/graduate-
handbook/chapter2.html#Supervisory%20Committee (Graduate School’s 
website) http://www.k-state.edu/mphealth/            18
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Contact us with any questions

Ellyn Mulcahy, PhD, MPH
Program Director

emulcahy@ksu.edu

785-532-2117

103B Trotter

Becky Burks 
Program Assistant 

rsj9999@ksu.edu

785-532-2042

103B Trotter 
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