	
	
	



Honors Project Guidelines 
What are the requirements for an Honors Project? 
Projects are personalized and vary greatly depending on your field of study, professional goals, and interests. There are a few set requirements:
1. A project must have a intellectual product – a paper, presentation, object, performance, etc. that documents your findings or represents the outcome of your project. 
2. [bookmark: _Int_q4r00G5K]Projects must be supervised and approved by a K-State mentor with appropriate expertise.  Projects can involve multiple mentors and/or external experts, so long as at least one of these people is from K-State.
3. You must Submit the project proposal and obtain project approval prior to beginning the proposed project. (more on submission later)
4. Your project cannot be a project that is required for your major. For example, if your major requires a capstone, the capstone cannot count “as is” for the honors project. You can extend or expand that capstone for your project, as long as your mentor agrees and if your proposal is approved.
There are four tracks for Honors projects, although sometimes a project calls into more than one track.  
1. Research – traditional “honors thesis” where students complete research under faculty supervision. 
2. Professional – intellectual product developed through or based upon a full-time internship or coop experience  
3. International – intellectual product developed through or based upon study or service abroad 
4. Creative – based upon the creation of original creative work, principally for students in fields for whom artistic production is an essential scholarly activity. 
How long is an honors project / how much work is a project? 
We do not have a set word count, page requirement, or hour requirement for the project. Different fields have different approaches to word/page count.  A good rule of thumb is that the project result in the type and quality of project you would expect in a 3 hour class in your major.  Your mentor will be able to help you set expectations that are appropriate. We want this experience to be challenging but also reasonable in scope and scale.
What should I do with my project?
Presenting your project or publishing it is a great resume builder, and a useful learning experience! While publishing or presenting is not required, we encourage students to explore avenues for either/both. We are happy to meet with you and discus this. 
What is the Standard for Successful Completion? 
We want you to do quality work that both you and the university would be proud to showcase. Project mentors are key to knowing how to balance high standards with achievable expectations. 
A successfully completed project should reflect: 
· Significant effort 
· Sound methodology 
· Successful execution
· Knowledge of the discipline 
· Demonstrated critical and/or creative thinking
· Clear and effective communication 
Your mentor ultimately approves completion of the honors project. Questions for the mentor:
· Would you be comfortable sharing the project with their peers as an honors project mentored by them?
· Would you be comfortable knowing the student was sharing the project with alumni or employers and representing it as the product of a high-achieving K-State student?
How do I submit my project? 
· For directions on how to submit your proposal and project, see CANVAS. 
Can I earn credit for my project? 
· Students have the option to earn academic credit for the honors project and should consult with the UHP if they think that will benefit them. 
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