
Quote Me!

This I Believe
On February 25, DSP pre-
sented, “This I Believe,” an 
international writing project 
of core values from National 
Public Radio.  Bobby Gomez, 
Rita Perez, Mychal Davis, 
Angelica Otting, Devi Bluvan, 
and Leo Hernandez each took 
a personal spin on the topic, 
sharing values and life goals.
 Bobby Gomez 
said, “Education is the ul-
timate equalizer.  If you 
don’t like your culture, an 
education can change it.  
Education, Gomez said, is 
ongoing: It starts, It starts, 
It Starts, and Never Ends.  
To promote his beliefs in 
education, Bobby is study-
ing to become an educa-
tor. He creates his own cul-
ture by being himself, taking 
pleasure in helping and 
teaching others, and never 
worrying about fi tting into ste-
reotypes or social demands.
 This theme rang true 
in all the essays.  In Mychal’s 
essay, Why My Education 
Matters, he said, growing up, 
he saw the struggle at the 
end of the month to pay bills 
and have food at the table.  
 But, Mychal said, 
“Education isn’t just about 
living comfortably; it’s about 
achieving my dreams.”  
 Since kindergarten 
he knew he wanted to be a 
veterinarian.  Since his fi rst 
trip to the zoo seeing doc-
tors for animals, Mychal 
has always had a passion 
for helping animals in need.  
His ultimate goal is to get his 
degree, become a veterinar-
ian, and return to his com-
munity to be a role model for 
young males.  Many young 
men do not have fathers in 

their lives and need a strong 
male role model, he said.  
   Angelica grew up with simi-
lar struggles.  Her dream 
was to get a college educa-
tion, and help her family by 
becoming an archaeologist.  
   She is well on her way as 
she completes her DSP proj-
ect with Dr. Ritterbush.  An-
gelica also plans to attend 
the Kansas Archaeological 
Field School this summer.
 Rita is also the fi rst in 
her family to attend college.  
She is a strong role model for 
her three siblings.  As a kid, 
she dreamt of being a super 
hero --a Power Ranger – but 
has since found a new dream.
 “I have given up on 
becoming a Power Ranger,” 
Rita said.  Now Rita acts as 
a hero by tu-
toring students 
and fi ghting evil 
by research-
ing cancer.
 L e o 
moved to the 
United States 
when he was 
6 and began 
to learn Eng-
lish.  Times 
were diffi cult 
at fi rst. Leo 
was dropped 
a grade in school in order 
to learn a new language.  It 
was then he realized he 
would have to work hard 
to achieve his dreams and 
make his parent’s move 
to a new country worth it.
 “Other people can 
only help so much.  I know 
that if I don’t do well, it’s 
my own fault,” he said.
 After learning 
English and excelling in 

school, Leo came to K-
State where he joined DSP.  
   “DSP  expects and demands 
success, but helps guide you 
along the way,” Leo said.  
 Devi followed a slight-
ly different path than the other 
fi ve; she bypassed higher ed-
ucation to follow her father’s 
footsteps into the Navy. After 
graduating fi rst in her class in 
Persian Farsi studies in the 
Navy, she discovered that 
learning languages comes 
easily to her and that SAT 
scores didn’t matter as much.
 Devi discovered 
her passion for learning and 
came back to work toward 
her B.A. degree while being 
a mother of two.  She some-
times thinks of leaving school 
to be with her children, but 

quickly remembers why she 
must achieve her dreams 
and complete her education.  
Forty “A”grades later she 
knows she can do it, she said.
 In the end, as Bobby 
said, education is the great 
equalizer. Students with dif-
ferent backgrounds, all believ-
ers, dreamers, and achiev-
ers, will shape the world 
and create a better future for 
their families.  This I believe. 

M y c h a l D a v i s

 “In the College of Archi-
tecture, the developing 
scholars are risk takers, 
willing to add to their al-
ready busy load to work 
one-on-one with the pro-
fessors to gain extra in-
sight to the designed envi-
ronment.”  

-Dean Dennis Law

R i t a P e r e z

“The Scholars are an ex-
tension of my family.  They 
make me want to get out of 
bed every day and come to 
work.  They make me bake.  
They make me rake leaves!  
But most of all, they make 
me proud day in and day 
out.”

--Anita Cortez, DSP 
Administrative Director
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It has been eight years since 
the Developing Scholars Pro-
gram offi cially began. It has 
grown from 20 scholars to 
60 scholars. Alongside their 
cutting edge research, our 
DSP students are attaining 
commendations across the 
University and the nation. We 
asked a few people, “Who is a 
Developing Scholar?”  These 
are their responses: 

“A Developing Scholar is a 
student who seeks opportuni-
ties and challenges beyond 
the classroom. Through in-

novative and thought-provok-
ing research, a Developing 
Scholar raises the bar for 
intellectual discovery and dis-
cussion, and helps promote 
educational opportunities for
all. Most importantly, a De-
veloping Scholar seeks to 
be a contributing member of 
the community through moral 
and ethical behaviors which 
exemplify ideals of academ-
ic excellence and positive 
growth.”

             —Clemente Herrera
Architecture Graduate

“They are model 
students, learn-
ing from their 
challenges and 
mistakes, and 
moving forward 
to contribute in 
new ways.”

--Angelia Perry
Academic Advisor

“A Develop-
ing Scholar is 
a, self-directed 
learner who 

wraps his/her mind around a 
research topic, implements 
stages of the research pro-
cess, and paves the road to-
ward independent research in 
the future.”

—Dr. Marjorie Hancock, 
Elementary Education,

DSP’s fi rst mentor

“A Developing Scholar is an 
undergraduate student who 
(i) has an interest in research, 
(ii) would like to work closely 
with a faculty mentor, and (iii) 
is willing to have his/her hori-
zons stretched through those 
experiences.”

—Dr. Ralph Richardson, 
Dean of the CVM

“A Developing Scholar is a 
person who is committed to 
lifelong learning because she/
he understands that we all 
continue to develop and grow 
with new knowledge we gain.  
The more we come to know, 
the more we realize there is 
to know, so we all remain life-
long learners!”

-Candi Hironaka 
Leadership Studies

“A Developing Scholar is 
an ambitious person who is 
outgoing, well-rounded, and 
not afraid to commit to hard 
work.”

-Dwight Alexander, 
former DSP, Law Student

K-State & KU both winners!

KU Law School dean Gail 
Agrawal and colleagues host-
ed freshman Catrina Elmore, 
her parents, DSP mentor Mar-
garet Burton and Anita Cortez 
for brunch at the Lawrence 
Country Club in October.  In 
March Jacqlene Nance, Di-
rector of Admissions, visited 
the DSP seminar and shared 
information on law school.  

“A Developing Scholar is one  
of those young talents that 
just needs some polish to be-
come a real gem.”

-John Carlin 
former Governor of Kansas

A visit from past Scholars
“I turned 24 today. Where do 
all the years go?  I think I’ve 
fi nally settled into grad school 
but I wish I had someone like 
DSP around here to help me 
out.”  
-- Mathew Leonard, Gradu-
ate in Physics, Berkeley, CA

“I’m still in Lincoln, NE working 
at the University of Nebraska 
Athletic Department. When 

are the poster presentations 
for DSP?  I’d love to come 
down if time allows.  Have a 
good day!”
-- Morgan Fisher, M.S. from the 
University of Bowling Greem

“I am working in Saudi Arabia 
(I’m there right now). DSP still 
going well? Do you have any 
people in “hard” science, like 
chemistry? I miss KSU...”

-- Sean Tomlinson, B.S. 
in Chemical Engineering  

“Thanks to the DSP program I 
still have my sparked interest 
in research. I will be applying 
to schools, including K-State 
for my Ph.D. here shortly in 
Marriage and Family Thera-
py.
 -- Tenisha Pettus, M.S. from Friends 
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Developing Mommies

a Walk in the Boots

You may remember your 
parents saying, “Go to col-
lege! Get an education!” As
you spent your evenings on 
college admission applica-
tions, you may have  ques-
tioned their advice. Meet Jan-
net Wright, third year Scholar 
working with Dr. Tandalayo 
Kidd in the Human Nutrition 
Department. On December 
24, 2007, Jannet gave birth 
to Kenyin Allan. When asked 
what kind of adjustments she 
has made as a researcher, 
she replied, “Like every moth-
er, I only want the best for him. 
Before I gave birth, I made 
many arrangements to avoid 
schedule confl icts and pre-
pare for a future as a family.” 
Jannet admits being a parent 
will not be easy. She said, “Al-
though I lack on sleep, it is all 
worth it; my son is my person-

al alarm clock who wakes me 
up at o’dark thirty so I am nev-
er late to classes. It doesn’t 
get any better than that.”

Next, meet Devi Bluvan, fi rst-
year scholar in behavioral 
psychology and proud mother 
of two.  When asked how she 
balances being a wife, moth-
er, student, and researcher, 
Devi said, “Crazily.  It takes 
a lot of time management. 
My kids are my inspiration. 
I do not think I would have 
made it this far without them.”
She commented, “I like to 
understand why people be-
have and act the way that 
they do.” Devi works in the 
lab of Dr. Matt Palmatier.

Rosemary Almeida is also a 
fi rst-year scholar and a moth-
er.  A kinesiology major, she 

researches the cardiac output 
under hypoxia and normoxia 
conditions and compares  it 
with blood fl ow and VO2 ki-
netics. She also has two 
boys. She tells us, “I usually 
try to wake up around 5:45. 
This gives me just enough 
time to get ready, dress my 
kids, and drop them off at 
day care. If I am not in class 
or working with Dr. Barstow, I 
am usually in Hale Library do-
ing homework. After my hus-
band gets  off work, he picks 
me up. We go get the kids, 
and run whatever errands we 
have. Once at home, I put in 
a load of laundry, clean the 
apartment, start making din-
ner, and at 8:00, I give my 
kids baths and at 9:30, it’s 
lights out.” Rosemary hopes
to open up her own chiroprac-
tic clinic after she graduates.

J a n e t W r i g h t

D e v i B l u v a n

R o s e m a r y A l m e i d a

Dr. Daniel Thompson, Jones 
Professor of Production 
Medicine and Epidemiology 
in the College of Veterinary 
Medicine, works closely with 
Jose Valles, fi rst year Scholar 
majoring in Animal Science 
and Industry. Dr. Thompson 
coordinates Research con-
cerning the health and well-
being of cattle in all segments 
of the beef industry. He was 
a student researcher himself 
while completing his under-
graduate studies. He started 
out cleaning stalls for the 
cattle and swine research 
programs, then worked his 
way up as an animal care-
taker, and got a job cleaning a 
virology laboratory where 
he started making media for 
projects. One day he was 
asked to work on validation of 
the ELISA test for brucellosis 
in cattle from the gold stan-
dard “Milk ring test.” His last 

year as an undergrad, he 
coordinated grazing and 
feedlot research. When 
asked what is most re-
warding about this re-
search partnership, Dr. 
Thompson replied, “This 
is easy. The best part of 
this project was working 
with Jose Valles. You can 
never erase the human 
factor from working with 
others. I have always believed 
in giving back to the students. 
 The most signifi cant factor 
in a mentor/mentee relation-
ship? An open line of commu-
nication and an understand-
ing of each other’s priorities, 
Thompson says. Student re-
searchers are no different than 
student athletes. The school 
work has to come fi rst or they 
will not go on to professional 
or graduate programs. 
 Why does he mentor sev-
eral DSP undergraduates? 

The toughest thing for me 
as a student researcher was 
time management. I also had 
to realize that I was not only 
responsible for my own suc-
cess but I was also respon-
sible for the team’s success. 
My mentors invested time 
in training me and it was 
my responsibility to get their 
projects fi nished on time.
It is awesome to see stu-
dents learn how much work 
goes into a 250-word abstract 
and how much impact those 
words can have on a society.

“The best part of this 
project is working with 
Jose.” -Dr. Thompson

Congratulations to our 
Graduating Scholars

Dwight Alexander
Cameron Anderson

Gloria Conner
Greg Corbin

Danielle English
Elise Gaines

Clemente Herrera
Andrew Herrs

Dwayna McFerren
Samuel Ornelas

Amber Tyler



staff         Contributors&               

Engineering Professor Seeks Out Undergraduates

K r i s t e l W i l l i a m s D a n i e l l e E n g l i s hC l e m e n t e H e r r e r a

Clemente is a 5th year Ar-
chitecture Graduate student. 
Clemente does the graphic 
design and layout for DSP. 
His current goal: Get a job! 
Clemente aspires to fi nd a 
position somewhere in one 
of three places: Boston, San 
Francisco, or San Antonio. 
His goal is to become a li-
censed architect by 2011. 

Kristel is a second year 
Scholar and a sophomore in 
elementary education with an 
emphasis on bilingual edu-
cation.  She is working hard 
to become fl uent in Spanish. 
In addition to her research, 
Kristel works as an offi ce as-
sistant for DSP and is also 
on the track team.  She runs 
the 60m and 400m hurdles.

Sheila is a second year Schol-
ar and a junior at K-State ma-
joring in journalism.  Sheila 
is the campus editor for the 
K-State Collegian.  She has 
had articles in the Manhattan 
Mercury, the Topeka Capital 
Journal, and the Roanoke, 
Virginia Pilot.  She is also a 
member of the KSU Filipino/a
Student Association.

A senior at K-State, Danielle 
graduates in May with a de-
gree in Journalism and Mass 
Communications, public re-
lations track, with minors in 
Spanish, and Leadership 
Studies. She will pursue grad-
uate school in the fi eld of com-
munications. She eventually 
hopes to work for the National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society. 

S h e i l a E l l i s

M a t t h e w J a m e s
D a v i d W i l l i s

Todd Easton is a professor in 
Industrial and Manufacturing 
Systems within the College of 
Engineering. Dr. Easton is the 
mentor for David Willis and 
Matthew James. 

What is your main area of 
research?
I do research in discrete opti-
mization.  This typically fi nds 
the maximum or minimum 
value of something with some 
restrictions.  Recently, I have 
been moving toward simulat-
ing complex systems.  
How did you fi rst become 
involved in research with 
students?
I like doing research and 
IMSE’s undergraduate stu-
dents are excellent.  I cur-
rently work with nine under-
graduate students, including 
two DSP Scholars.  I actively 
recruit students into my re-

search group through my un-
dergraduate classes.
What do you think is the 
most rewarding experience 
in this research partner-
ship?
The relationship that is gener-
ated between the faculty and 
the students.
What is the most signifi cant 
factor in a mentor/mentee 
relationship?
Frequent meetings and re-
spect for the other person’s 
ideas.
What has been the most 
exciting research you have 
worked on?      I like all of it.  
As a mentor, what do you 
hope your students will 
learn?
To be good citizens and that 
hard work generates good re-
sults.  
Why mentor undergradu-
ates?

That is why I became a pro-
fessor.  To encourage stu-
dents to excel beyond what 
the student previously thought 
was possible.

Two such students are Matt 
James and David Willis whose 
work, “Movements of an In-
fection through a Rural Envi-
ronment,” tracks how people 
move. They hope to fi nd a 
way to prevent the spread of 
infection in rural areas. Matt 
says of their research, “Every-
thing is challenging, a lot of 
the work requires a different 
type of thinking.” Matt stays 
current on his classes and on 
top of his research by prioritiz-
ing and avoiding procrastina-
tion. When asked how his re-
search experience will relate 
to his future career goals, he 
states, “this work experience 
will be invaluable.”

Honor societes affi liated 
with Developing Scholars:

Kappa Delta Pi
Phi Kappa Phi 
Phi Eta Sigma
Phi Kappa Phi
Golden Key 
Multicultural Honor Society
National Society of Collegiate 
Scholars
Silver Key Sophomore Honorary
University Honors Program



Scholars earn academic 
honors for Fall 2007:

Danielle English
Robert Gomez
Michelle Hubin
Kristel Williams
Devi Bluvan
Catrina Elmore
Leonel Hernandez
Matthew James
Rita Perez

Writing into Action: Scholar Covers the Campus

Rake’N’Run
This past fall our scholars re-
placed their regular monthly 
meeting with something 
unique and intrinsically re-
warding. Divided into four 
groups, the Scholars spent 
one chilly, Sunday afternoon 
raking leaves in the Manhatt-
tan community.  The event 
was titled Rake ‘n Run.  Stu-
dents brought trash bags, bor-
rowed rakes from the univer-
sity, and car-pooled to travel 
across the city raking leaves 
in tree-lined neighborhoods.
  “Kristel Williams suggested 
this idea for our community 
service, “ Anita Cortez, ad-
ministrative director of DSP, 
noted.  “She planned the 
whole event which was no 
small task.  Kristel canvassed 
the community to fi nd yards 
in need of our help.” Kristel 
Williams replied, “I wanted to 
let people know that we are 
compassionate beyond our 
academics.” Anita observes, 
“I was especially pleased to 
see that many of the recipients 

were in need of someone to 
assist them, and our Scholars 
approached the task with gus-
to.  In fact, they made it look 
so fun that even I joined in.” 
  Students knocked on 
doors, delivering information 
cards on DSP, before raking. 
Recipients were surprised 
and grateful.  One woman 
said, “It’s been twenty years 
since we’ve been able to get 
out here to clean the leaves, 
and now I’m just too old, so 
this is great!”  Others called 
the offi ce and invited Schol-
ars back again.  Scholars en-
joyed the activity too and plan 
to make it part of the DSP 
community service tradition.
  Bobby Gomez, a Scholar 
participating in the event, re-
marks, “There is a sense of 
satisfaction as we rake a com-
plete stranger’s yard, then he/
she comes out and is appre-
ciative of our work. It is amaz-
ing what a group of focused 
students can accomplish.
It’s always exciting to see 

people helping each other.” 
  In March, the Develop-
ing Scholars replaced their 
monthly meeting with another 
community service project 
titled “Random Acts of Kind-
ness.” Students were chal-
lenged to perform caring 
acts for people on campus 
and in the community.  DSP 
believes that compassion-
ate actions-large and small-
count towards making a posi-
tive impact in people’s lives. 

Sheila Ellis is a junior in Mass 
Communications and second 
year DSP Scholar. Her most 
recent accomplishment?  She 
was appointed as campus 
editor for K-State’s Collegian. 
One of her main goals is to 
build an environment with di-
verse ideas and individuals 
that will make the Collegian 
a diverse newspaper. “It’s 
crazy!” says Sheila. “The Col-
legian is over 100 years old, 
and I am the fi rst student of 
African-American descent to 
become a campus editor.”  
  Sheila realized that the Col-
legian lacked diversity in its 
staff which was refl ected in the 
coverage and articles. After a 
lot of consideration and sup-

port from her advisors, Sheila 
initiated the Organization for 
Diverse Media Communica-
tors which promotes multicul-
tural writers and greater di-
versity coverage on campus. 
  Sheila has demonstrated an 
interest in academia across 
the board. Her accomplish-
ments and enthusiasm as a 
writer, have lead Sheila to her 
internship with the Virginia Pi-
lot newspaper. As part of her 
internship she gets $5,000 
each of two summers and 
a job offer after graduation.
  As a DSP Scholar, Sheila is 
currently researching how dif-
ferent newspapers market and 
publicize their name. With so 
many technological advances 

available to all readers, Shei-
la says, “Times are chang-
ing and newspapers need to 
adjust in order to survive.” 
  For Sheila, DSP has been 
a growing experience. DSP 
allows her to interact with ex-
celling students. Sheila says, 
“It’s inspiring; I don’t think my 
goals would have been as 
high without it.”   For Sheila, 
DSP has allowed her to grow 
beyond her peers whom she 
says, only seem interested 
in acquiring written clips and 
compiling resume mate-
rial. She comments, “DSP 
made me realize I could 
acquire a Master’s degree 
and then pursue a Ph.D.” 

S h e i l a E l l i s

Rake ‘N’ Run, then eat Pizza!

DSP Scholars raking leaves in Manhattan

El Grito Hispano
Sammy Ornelas, senior in Kinesiology
and third year scholar, initiated a fi lm 
series after attending the National Con-
ference on Race and Ethnicity in
San Francisco in order to empower
and educate our K-State student body
on social and civil issues.



TravelingScholar

Scholars in a political world

As a fi rst year DSP Scholar, Vanessa Reyes’ research is 
at the edge of discovery. As a Biology major, she works 
on purifying plasmids (DNA) from E. Coli cells and then 
combining them with other cells such as Yeast cells in 
order to regulate patterns of DNA structure. Her re-
search goes beyond a basic scope of understanding; 
she says, “I am doing research at the highest levels 
of academia.” Her research could help us under-
stand how we can manipulate DNA in humans. 

Beyond research, Vanessa remains commit-
ted to extracurricular involvement. Since high 
school, Vanessa has been playing the viola. 
Since arriving at KSU, Vanessa has wanted to 
travel to Scotland and England with the KSU 
Orchestra. “This is a once in a lifetime opportu-
nity; it is the fi rst time that the KSU orchestra has 
traveled beyond the state of Oklahoma, let alone 
across the world; I didn’t want to miss the opportu-
nity,” she said. Vanessa auditioned for the orches-
tra and got invited to participate. She was excited: “It 
sounded so cool, and then I was told it cost $3,000. 
Then it didn’t sound so cool!” However, with the help 
of her parents, DSP, and a bit of digging for scholar-
ship money, Vanessa has secured her involvement in 
this trip. During the spring break 2008, Vanessa will 
travel for ten days in Europe performing in various 
concerts in England and Scotland. 

“My fi rst rehearsal at 
K-State was so hard 
I almost wanted to 
quit. I stuck around 
and I think I have im-
proved quite a bit.”

-Vanessa Reyes

Other Traveling Scholars
Johna Wallace – Belize
Danielle English – Mexico
Jannet Wright – Thailand
Bobby Gomez – Spain
Zach Marteney – Belize
Morgan Franklin - Africa
John Grice - France
Amber Tyler - Mexico
Samuel Ornelas - Okinawa

There is much anticipation 
and excitement as we wit-
ness the presidential race of 
the century. Never before has 
the United States seen such a 
diverse presidential race. Our 
Scholars take pride in the fact 
that they too can take part in 
this great precedent. Johna 
Wallace, Senior in Biology/
Pre-Vet, took an online quiz 
to fi nd her ideal candidate. 
She says, “Af-
ter I found out 
my candidate, I 
decided to look 
further into all 
the other can-
didates.” Joh-
na is interested 
in the issues 
of stem cell 

research and immigration. 
She says, “My whole family 
supports one side, but I usu-
ally stand alone.” Johna sum-
marizes, “It is always good 
to know what you stand for.” 
  Tiffany Harris, DSP Schol-
ar and sophomore in Biol-
ogy/Pre-Med, says, “I stay 
informed by watching news 
on the TV. It is important that 
everyone has an equal say 

in our society.” Tif-
fany reinforces this 
thought by say-
ing, “People don’t 
vote because 
they have the atti-
tude that one vote 
doesn’t matter.” It 
does. Tiffany be-
lieves that voting 

DSP Scholar, Delegate to 
National Convention 
Freshman John Grice will 
be part of the Obama del-
egation to the Democratic 
National Convention this 
summer in Denver, Colora-
do.  John’s major is Political 
Science and his faculty men-
tor is Dr. Dale Herspring.  

is a fundamental right of our 
political system. Furthermore, 
Tiffany says, “My family has 
been voting for a while.” Then 
she adds, “As DSP Scholars 
we should vote, because we 
are leaders on campus and 
infl uence others to follow.”
Go to < http://www.kssos.
org/forms/elections/voter-
registration.pdf> to register 
to vote. 

J o h n G r i c e



DistinguishedScholars

DSP Scholars set precedent for Cancer Research

The Developing Schol-
ars Program has cer-
tainly made its mark.
  Farrell Webb, Developing 
Scholars faculty director and 
Clemente Herrera, graduate 
student in architecture and 
former Developing Scholar 
were honored at the Com-
merce Bank Presidential 
Awards for Distinguished 
Services to Multicultural Stu-
dents reception at the K-State 
Alumni Center January 22.
  The award is one of the 
most, if not the most, signifi -
cant award a student or fac-
ulty member at K-State can 
receive for their efforts to 
further diversity at K-State, 
said Dr. Myra Gordon, asso-
ciate provost for diversity and 
dual career development.
  Interestingly enough, be-
sides the winners, all fi nalists 
were Developing Scholars 
members: senior Amber Ty-
ler, senior Uriel Estrada, and 
sophomore Bobby Gomez.
  Anita Cortez, administrative 
director of Developing Schol-
ars and former recipient of the 
award said, “There are many 
outstanding undergraduates 
on this campus, so I am very 
proud of our student fi nalists 
as well as the recipients.  I 
think it is important to note 
that our students are out there 
giving back to the community 

at the same time 
they are involved 
in higher academic 
challenges.  In other 
words, they are well-
rounded individuals 
who are not thinking 
only of themselves.”
  At the event, admin-
istrators and faculty 
recognized Webb 
and Herrera for their 
involvement in mul-
ticultural affairs on campus.
  “Dr. Webb is one of the 
most quiet powerful forces 
behind the scenes,” Gordon 
said. “He is working in the 
trenches making sure our 
students leave our programs 
with excellent skills in every 
area. He is an unsung hero.”
  As the Developing Schol-
ars seminar instructor, Webb 
whips many timid undergrad-
uate students into shape, 
telling them they will leave 
his class at the end of the se-
mester a new person. Indeed, 
many of his students admit 
that he has infl uenced their 
academic success. “He sets 
very high expectations for un-
dergraduates. When students 
are working with him, they fi nd 
out very quickly that they are 
working at a much higher level 
than their peers,” Cortez said.
  Webb noted during his hum-
ble acceptance speech that 

he is just doing his job. He 
encouraged faculty to spend 
more time with students. “I 
teach students it is not okay 
to not do your best,” he said. 
“That is just unacceptable.”
  Herrera, the student recipi-
ent was noted for being a 
path-maker for multicultural 
students at Kansas State Uni-
versity.  “He tirelessly forges 
the path for those that fol-
low after him,” Cortez said. 
 This year, Herrera gained 
attention for being a na-
tional fi nalist for the Rhodes 
Scholarship, one of the most 
prestigious scholarships in 
the U.S. “DSP helped me 
realize that I could achieve 
all my goals,” Herrera said. 
  “Clemente is an outstand-
ing student, a true role 
model for all of us and a 
quintessential university 
citizen,” Dr. Gordon said.Commerce Bank Award Finalist 
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Cancer is a word that 
strikes fear in the hearts 
of all who must confront 
it. Most of us know some-
one who has had to bat-
tle this disease, but in 
DSP we have a number of 
Scholars who are on the 
cutting edge of the fi ght 
against cancer.  Sev-
eral Scholars have been 
recognized with Terry C.

Johnson Cancer Research 
Awards this year.  They are 
Olga Martinez, a second year 
Scholar, from Dodge City, 
Rita Perez,Vanessa Reyes 
and Jorge Mendoza, fi rst year 
Scholars from Garden City.  
  Areli Monarrez, second 
year Scholar from Liberal, 
Kansas, majoring in life sci-
ence, has been scheduled 
for presentation in a poster 

session at the 2008 Annual 
Association Cancer Re-
search Meeting in San Diego, 
CA and will be published in 
the 2008 proceedings of the 
AACR.  “I am still preparing 
for the meeting.  I am doing
more research, read-
ing articles, and mentally 
preparing myself.” Areli 
works under the mentor-
ship of Dr. Annelise Nguyen.O l g a M a r t i n e z



Did You know?LaReashBridges: a stranger no more
LaReash is a second year 
scholar and junior transfer 
from Kansas City, Kansas.  
She is majoring in Microbiol-
ogy/Biology and works in the 
lab of Dr. Lisa Freeman in the 
College of Veterinary Medi-
cine.

What are you working on in 
your lab?  
LaReash:  In Dr. Freeman’s 
lab we are looking at cal-
cium channels on the sur-
face of ovarian cancer cells. 
For what purpose?
LaReash:  Calcium chan-
nels are of interest because 
they may be responsible 
for the resistance we see 
to chemotherapy drugs.
What advances have you 
seen in the 2 years you 
have been working? 
LaReash:  Last semester 
was less fruitful, but before 
that we found that the FSH 
receptor may be responsible 
for resistance of the cell line. 
Are we any closer to a cure 
for ovarian cancer or to ear-
ly detection?
LaReash:  I believe every bit of 
research helps. With the work 
that is being done we are gain-
ing knowledge and an under-
standing of how things work 
and every bit of knowledge 
will help scientifi c advance-
ment.  Nothing is wasted.
How was it when you fi rst 
walked into the lab?  
LaReash:  Very intimidat-
ing and exciting at the same 
time, but I was afraid to 
touch anything.  I defi nitely 
feel more comfortable in the 
lab now, and I work without 
supervision.  It doesn’t feel 
like a foreign place anymore, 
but I still have that excite-
ment when I fi rst walk in.
Have you seen any advan-
tages of being in the lab so 
far?

LaReash:  I feel more com-
fortable and confi dent in my 
work for labs that go with 
my classes.  I think my ex-
perience shows, and other 
students ask me questions.
Have you got to travel or 
publish yet as a result of 
being in this lab?
LaReash:  Yes, I have.  I 
went to the Biophysics So-
ciety Meeting in Baltimore 
last spring, and our poster 
was presented in San An-
tonio for the Society of the 
Study for Reproduction.
How are you deciding the 
next best direction for 
you?    
LaReash:  I want to go to 
graduate school. I want to go 
the research route in gradu-
ate school, but I don’t know 
that I want the life of aca-
demia.  I may go the public 
health route after graduate 
school.  I just know that I 
have come too far to quit now.
What should students know 
before committing to a re-
search project?  
LaReash:  They have to know 
it takes time and dedication. 
The more dependable you 
are to your mentor, the more 
benefi cial it is directly to you.  
You can also see a defi nite 
difference in growth between 
those who work in a research 
lab and those who don’t.  It 
helps reinforce class work 
too, and that’s always nice.
LaReash and Dr. Freeman, 
what, if anything, have the 
two of you gained from 
your association with the 
DSP?
LaReash:  I’ve gained a lot 
of encouragement and con-
fi dence in my work and my 
future.  Without that sup-
port, I don’t think I would be 
contemplating the things 
that I am.  It defi nitely sets 
you up for a different life.

Do you have time for a 
social life or just kicking 
back?
LaReash:  Yes.  You make 
yourself busy.  It’s all about 
time management.  You 
learn how to manage 
things because it’s easy 
to neglect something else.
What are your pastimes?
LaReash:  I like sleeping!  I 
waste a lot of time on the com-
puter and video games which 
I’m not proud to admit.  I’m 
pretty involved in the Women 
in Engineering and Science 
Programs.  I am always go-
ing to some program of theirs.
What do you wish you 
could have done better?
LaReash:  I wish I had been 
better at time management 
when I fi rst got here.  Better 
decision-making would have 
led to a more successful se-
mester.  As for lab, I am con-
stantly working to improve my 
techniques.  You can always 
improve upon things in the lab.

In the fall of 2008, three DSP 
Scholars will be entering the Vet-
erinary School of Medicine at K-State. 
Jessica Rodriguez has been ac-
cepted on early admissionss pending 
prerequisite. Congratulations to our 
Scholars for this great achievement. 
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DSP Scholar, Rhodes Finalist
In the fall of 2007, Clemente 
Herrera, Graduate Assistant 
for DSP and past DSP Scholar, 
applied for the Rhodes Na-
tional Scholarship and got 
the chance to compete at the 
national level as a Finalist. 

Scholar visits Stock Exchange
Ryan Brooks, fi rst year scholar 
majoring in Business Finance 
traveled to Ney York City and 
visited the Stock Exchange.  
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