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Public Service Announcement  
Scripting Template

You can use this scripting template to plan a public service announcement (PSA) similar to the 

Poverty Matters presentation posted online at http://bit.ly/smskivavideo.

Creating an Outline
Title of your PSA:

Consider giving your PSA a clever title that will make it memorable to viewers. Like the titles of 

books or movies, PSA titles are important for engaging viewers. An engaging title can even bring 

viewers to your presentation by itself!

Topic of your PSA: 

Subcategories of your topic: 

1. 

2.

3. 

4.

When planning your PSA, organizing the categories of facts, statistics, statements, and opinions 

[OH[�`V\�JVSSLJ[�VU�`V\Y�WYPTHY`�PZZ\L�PU[V�Z\IJH[LNVYPLZ�SLUKZ�Z[Y\J[\YL�[V�`V\Y�ÄUHS�WPLJL��-VY�
example, if your primary issue is poverty, the content you collect might be organized into categories 

related to poverty in Asia, Africa, South America, and the United States. Your content might also 

be organized into categories by different indicators of poverty such as average salaries, levels of 

education, access to technology, or number of hours worked.

In one sentence, summarize the main idea you’re hoping to communicate in your PSA: 

Thinking through the primary purpose for your PSA early will help you make important decisions 

HIV\[�[OL�MHJ[Z��MVU[Z��PTHNLZ��HUK�T\ZPJ�[V�PUJS\KL�PU�`V\Y�ÄUHS�WYVK\J[��,_HTWSLZ!�“After watch-
ing my PSA, I want my audience to know that life is very different in developed countries than it is 
in developing countries.” 

,TV[PVU�`V\»YL�[Y`PUN�[V�JVTT\UPJH[L!�

Why this emotion makes sense for your PSA: 
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,]LY`�7:(�PZ�KLZPNULK�[V�WLYZ\HKL�]PL^LYZ�[V�[HRL�HJ[PVU�VU�HU�PZZ\L�VM�PTWVY[HUJL��(Z�H�YLZ\S[��
L]LY`�7:(�T\Z[�H[[LTW[�[V�THRL�]PL^LYZ�MLLS�ZWLJPÄJ�LTV[PVUZ��;OPURPUN�[OYV\NO�OV^�`V\�^HU[�
your viewers to feel early in the planning process will help you make better choices as you develop 

`V\Y�ÄUHS�WYVK\J[�

Gathering Content
The most critical elements in any public service announcement are the facts, statistics, opinions, 

and quotations that you choose to share with viewers. Without convincing content, you’ll never be 

able to convince viewers to feel the same way that you do about your topic. 

Use the following table to begin collecting content for your public service announcement. Remember 

[V�ÄUK�JVU[LU[�MYVT�LHJO�VM�[OL�Z\IJH[LNVYPLZ�[OH[�`V\�PKLU[PÄLK�LHYSPLY�

Types of Content Your Content

When collecting facts and statistics, consider 

crafting comparisons or cause-and-effect 

statements. Remember to record the source 

for all statistics that you gather so your viewers 

JHU�JOLJR�`V\Y�WYLZLU[H[PVU�MVY�HJJ\YHJ �̀�-HJ[Z�
and statistics will make up the majority of good 

persuasive presentations.

,_HTWSL!�While 95 percent of the people in the 
United States can read and write, 21 percent of 
the people in Burkina Faso can read and write. 
(comparison) 

 

Sources used: 

All public service announcements are designed 

to be persuasive. Persuasion requires content 

creators to share their opinions. Be sure to use 

words and phrases connected to the emotion that 

you’re hoping to communicate!

,_HTWSL!�Poverty is devastating countries, 
destroying families, and leaving children to fail.

 

Sources used: 

Quotations from recognized experts, international 

superstars, or the people closest to your issue can 

be particularly persuasive.

,_HTWSL!�“My greatest wish is just to have a 
chance.” —Maresh, age 5

 

Sources used:
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Planning Your Catchphrase
6UL�VM�[OL�^H`Z�[OH[�WYVK\JLYZ�VM�WLYZ\HZP]L�]PKLVZ�PUÅ\LUJL�YLHKLYZ�PZ�I`�YLWLH[PUN�ZOVY[��TLTV-

YHISL�JH[JOWOYHZLZ�[OYV\NOV\[�[OLPY�WYLZLU[H[PVUZ��0UÅ\LU[PHS�JH[JOWOYHZLZ�^PSS�YLPUMVYJL�[OL�THPU�
idea and the emotion that the video is hoping to convey. Catchphrases can also be used to provide 

Z[Y\J[\YL�HUK�VYNHUPaH[PVU�MVY�[OL�]PKLV�I`�ZLWHYH[PUN�ZLJ[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�KPMMLYLU[�Z\I[VWPJZ��-PUHSS �̀�
catchphrases can be used to convince viewers to take action. Be sure to draft a few catchphrase 

options and then select the best.

Use the following table to craft a catchphrase for your presentation.

Main Idea Emotions to Convey Catchphrase Options

Poverty is an issue we should all 

care about.

Sadness, shock, amazement Are you okay with that?

Poverty’s real. You can help.

Someone’s starving.

Your main idea: Your emotions: Your catchphrase planning: 

Selecting Images
Because public service announcements share a ton of information in a short period of time (two to 

three minutes), you should include images that communicate powerful emotions and ideas. Quality 

images can catch a viewer’s attention and tell a story all at once. 

Selecting images is not��OV^L]LY��H�X\PJR�HUK�LHZ`�WYVJLZZ��1\Z[�SPRL�T\ZPJ�ÄSLZ�HUK�^YP[[LU�[L_[��
photos are often protected by copyright. To ensure that you are not breaking copyright laws, you 

must select images from Creative Commons photo libraries and include links back to the original 

images found online. The most popular Creative Commons photo libraries are:

 � Flickr Creative Commons·^^ �̂ÅPJRY�JVT�JYLH[P]LJVTTVUZ�

 � Wikimedia Commons—http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page

 � MorgueFile·^^ �̂TVYN\LÄSL�JVT

<ZL�[OL�MVSSV^PUN�[HISL�[V�ZLSLJ[�MV\Y�[V�Ä]L�PTHNLZ�[V�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�WYLZLU[H[PVU"�JVW`�HUK�WHZ[L�[OL�
PTHNL»Z�<93�PU[V�[OL�ÄUHS�JVS\TU�
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Title Short Description URL

A lady with an umbrella A picture of a very old Japanese 

homeless woman with a grooved 

face

^^ �̂ÅPJRY�JVT�WOV[VZ�
sukanto_debnath/508956163/

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Organizing Content
Now that you’ve collected the source material for your public service announcement, you are ready 

[V�ILNPU�VYNHUPaPUN�`V\Y�JVU[LU[�HUK�`V\Y�PTHNLZ�PU[V�HU�PUÅ\LU[PHS�ÄUHS�WYVK\J[��9LTLTILY�[OH[�
persuasive videos often include short groupings of similar facts or images followed by catchphrases 

that are repeated throughout the video. 

<ZL�[OL�MVSSV^PUN�[HISL�[V�ILNPU�VYNHUPaPUN�[OL�JVU[LU[�MVY�`V\Y�]PKLV��0U�[OL�ÄYZ[�JVS\TU��SPZ[�[OL�
facts, statistics, opinions, quotations, or images that you plan to use in your presentation. In the 

second column, list any special effects you’d like to use, such as transitions between slides, dif-

ferent font colors, or capitalization for emphasis. Be aware that a two-minute video will require 

about twenty total scenes.
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Scene Special Actions and Effects

The average American makes $42,000 per year. Make $42,000 larger than other fonts.

Use yellow for $42,000 and white for all other 

words.

Use “fade out” transition at the end of slide.

The average Zimbabwean makes $200 per year. Make $200 larger than other fonts.

Use yellow for $200 and white for all other words.

Use “fade out” transition at the end of slide.

Are you okay with that? Use catchphrase to end the section on salaries.

Capitalize you.

Use yellow for you and white for all other words.

Use “fade out” transition at the end of slide.
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Selecting Background Music
Like images, the music that you choose to include in your public service announcement can commu-

nicate powerful emotions and ideas to your viewers. If you carefully select a quality background track, 

you can reinforce the main idea of your presentation and engage your audience at the same time. 

Just like photographs and written text, though, music is often protected by copyright. To ensure 

[OH[�`V\�HYL�UV[�IYLHRPUN�JVW`YPNO[�SH^Z��`V\�T\Z[�ZLSLJ[�H\KPV�ÄSLZ�MYVT�*YLH[P]L�*VTTVUZ�H\KPV�
SPIYHYPLZ�HUK�PUJS\KL�SPURZ�IHJR�[V�[OL�VYPNPUHS�ÄSLZ�MV\UK�VUSPUL��

The easiest way to ensure that you are using Creative Commons music in your videos is to create 

`V\Y�ÄUHS�WYVK\J[Z�^P[O�(UPTV[V��O[[W!��HUPTV[V�JVT���HU�LHZ`�[V�\ZL�VUSPUL�TV]PLTHRPUN�[VVS�[OH[�
has an extensive library of Creative Commons music tracks that can be added to videos.

While regular Animoto users can only create thirty-second videos for free, teachers and students 

can visit http://animoto.com/education to sign up for educator accounts with access to additional 

features.

5V^�[OH[�`V\»]L�ÄUPZOLK�WSHUUPUN�`V\Y�W\ISPJ�ZLY]PJL�HUUV\UJLTLU[��P[»Z�[PTL�[V�ILNPU�HZZLTISPUN�
`V\Y�ÄUHS�JVW �̀�;V�KV�ZV��MVSSV^�[OL�KPYLJ[PVUZ�VU�[OL�[PW�ZOLL[�¸(ZZLTISPUN�@V\Y�7\ISPJ�:LY]PJL�
Announcement” (see go.solution-tree.com/technology). 
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