K-State First Retention Summary

Overall Retention for Fall 2024 Cohort:

· Kansas State University first-to-second-year retention rate: 85.8%
· K-State First retention rate: 86.0%

K-State First continues to maintain a retention rate slightly above the university average. This outcome is particularly notable given the student population served by the program. On average, K-State First participants have lower entering GPAs and ACT scores than the overall first-year cohort and are more likely to be admitted by exception.

Retention by Entry College
	College
	University Retention
	K-State First Retention 

	Agriculture
	86.9
	87.5


	Arts and Sciences
	85.3

	86.7


	Architecture, Planning,
And Design
	93.2

	95.9


	Education
	86.3

	*93.8


	Engineering
	85.5

	86.5


	Health and Human Sciences
	84.6

	85




*Note: The number of Education students enrolled in a K-State First course was small; results should be interpreted with caution.

Interpretation:

Across colleges, students who participated in a K-State First course were retained at equal or higher rates than their peers in the same academic unit, with the exception of the College of Business. The most substantial gains were observed in the College of Education and the College of Architecture, Planning, and Design, though even modest increases in other colleges demonstrate a consistent positive association between K-State First participation and student retention. K-State First will work with the College of Business to explore ways of supporting their retention efforts.




Retention by Course Type

· K-State First non–student-success courses: 87.1%

Admitted-by-Exception Students

· University-wide retention: 67.7%
· Students admitted by exception enrolled in a Student Success First-Year Seminar, primarily EDCEP 111 (Foundations of College Student Success): 80.0%
· Students admitted by exception enrolled in any First-Year Seminar: 72.7%
· CAT Community participation did not have a significant impact on retention for students admitted by exception in the Fall 2024 cohort.
· 128 students admitted by exception in Fall 2024 did not enroll in any K-State First course.

K-State First strongly recommends EDCEP 111 for students admitted by exception. Participation in this course is associated with a 12.3 percentage-point increase in retention compared to the broader admitted-by-exception population.

Underrepresented Student Populations

· University-wide retention of first-generation students: 76.2%
· Retention for first-generation students enrolled in a K-State First First-Year Seminar or CAT Community: 79%
· University-wide retention for first-year Hispanic/Latino and African American students: 75.9%
· Retention for Hispanic/Latino and African American students enrolled in a K-State First First-Year Seminar or CAT Community: 80.5%

Summary

K-State First continues to demonstrate a positive impact on student persistence at Kansas State University. The program supports populations that, on average, enter with greater academic risk factors yet achieve equal or higher retention rates than the university overall. This pattern holds across academic colleges and key student subgroups, reinforcing K-State First’s role as a critical contributor to first-year student success and equity in outcomes.

