Fall 2026 K-State First and K-State First Book Sponsored Events

New Student Convocation
Your K-State Journey Starts Here - this year’s convocation we will hear from many speakers, who will share a voice of a community that is focused on belonging and student success.
Sunday, August 23, 5:00 pm, Bramlage Coliseum
Beach Museum Student Welcome Reception
Immerse yourself in the K-State First Book, Callings, by Dave Isay, and view the museum's Common Work of Art connected to the book. Enjoy activities, games, and refreshments, and explore the Beach Museum while you're there! Learn more and download the event flyer.
Thursday, August 27, 5:00-7:00 pm, Beach Museum of Art
APDPro Find Your Calling, Design Your Impact
Inspired by K-State’s 2026 First Common Read, Callings: The Purpose and Passion of Work by Dave Isay, this event brings students together for an honest conversation about finding meaningful work and the unexpected paths that can lead to meaningful work. Hear from professionals who have taken different routes into their careers, changed direction, followed new opportunities, and discovered purpose along the way. The panel will explore a question that many students are beginning to ask: What is the work you were meant to do and how did you get there?. This APDPro event open to all K-Staters. Sponsored by the College of Architecture, Planning, and Design. More information at https://events.k-state.edu/event/apdpro-kickoff-event-find-your-calling-design-your-impact

Wednesday, September 9, 2026, 5:30-6:30 pm, Regnier Forum
K-State First Book Author Talk: An Evening with Dave Isay
Dave Isay — award-winning radio producer, founder of StoryCorps and author of the 2026 K-State common read "Callings: The Purpose and Passion of Work" — will give a public lecture at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 29, in the K-State Student Union.
The hourlong lecture, which is free to the public, will explore themes from "Callings," a collection of stories centered on people who found purpose and meaning in their work through passion, service and perseverance.
Tuesday, September 29, 7:00 pm, Ballroom, K-State Student Union
K-State MANRRS Common Read Panel Discussion
Join members of MANRRS (Minorities in Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Related Sciences) for a discussion and panel presentation on Callings.

Register for the meeting link here. Sponsored by MANRRS. Part of the Fall 2026 K-State MANRRS Week.

Monday, October 5, 12:30 pm, Zoom
Engineering Your Calling: Conversations with Engineers About Purpose and Career
A panel with alumni from Engineering, followed by student discussion groups to talk about the students' career goals and what they can do to get there. Open to students in the College of Engineering; part of Career Milestones.
Thursday, October 8, 4:00-5:30 pm
K-State First Book Dialouges: Find Your Callling
Exploring who you are, what you bring, and the path that will help you get you there.
“For those of you in search of your calling, consider yourself warned: this pursuit takes discipline, resilience, enormous sacrifice, and tremendous hard work. At those moments when the fear creeps in and you’re unsure of where to go or what to do next, remember to trust your instincts always. Relentlessly follow your curiosity, allow yourself to be led by what truly moves you. And don’t compromise your values - ever.”
This event is an opportunity for students to meaningfully connect with one another, explore the themes from Callings about how passion, perserverance, and purpose can transform a job into a calling, and build a community of support so that students feel seen, connected, and that they have resources at K-State to pursue their passions.
Tuesday, November 17, 6:30-8:30 pm, Ballroom, K-State Student Union
The 2026 Common Work of Art
To complement the K-State First Book selection, the museum presents Elizabeth “Grandma” Layton’s Business Business Business, You Gotta Have Art, the 2026 Common Work of Art. The drawing depicts Layton with her second husband, Glenn Layton, who often served as her model and muse. 
In the context of this year’s First Book, the couple’s hats invite reflection on work and success: How does the contrast between “BUSINESS” and “You gotta have ART” suggest different ideas about careers and achievement? What kinds of jobs today require both creativity and business expertise? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sponsored by the Beach Museum. More information at the Beach website.
