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What is the state of the university?



The State of K-State

• The Princeton Review’s Best 378 Colleges

– No. 4 in happiest students
– No. 5 for best-run colleges
– No. 5 for students who love these colleges
– No. 6 in quality of life
– No. 7 in intramural sports

• SmartAsset

– No. 1 Best value college in Kansas 
• Livability.com

– No. 1 Best college town in the nation
• U.S. News & World Report Best Colleges

– No. 77 in top public university category (74)
– No. 146 in national university category (142)

• Named one of Forbes’ America’s Top Colleges
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Enrollment*

* Fall 2015 as of 11th day
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Diversity*
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• Fourth consecutive year gifts totaled more than $100 million

• Three‐year fundraising average of $167 million

• Honored by CASE for overall improvement in fundraising

Fundraising
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8 percent annualized return over last 20 years

Endowment
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#BuildKState

• $408 million for           
campus infrastructure       
past five years

• $550 million planned        
next five years 



#BuildKState

$204 million planned investment 
in student-centered facilities for FY16

Wefald Hall Engineering Expansion

CBA Building
Berney Family
Welcome Center

Seaton Hall

K‐State
Student Union



What is the first word that comes 
to mind when you hear K-State?



Student Champions

Personal Financial 
Planning Team 2nd
Place National 
Competition

Fountain Wars Team
3rd Place International

Competition

Quarter‐Scale
Tractor Team

2nd Place International 
Competition

Crops Team 6th
Straight National 
Championship



Student Champions

National Strategic 
Selling Institute and 
Students Named 
One of Top in U.S. 
4th Straight Year

Robotics Team 
9th Straight  

Championship



• Jael Whitney
Sophomore in business administration
– Fulbright scholar in Scotland

• Hannah Rogers
May 2015 graduate in modern languages 
and pre-law
– German Fulbright scholar

Fulbright Scholars



International

• More than 2,000 international students representing 
100+ countries on our campuses

• Record number of more than 700 K‐State students 
participated in international experience abroad AY 14

– Scholarship opportunities totaled more than $400,000

• Confucius Institute launched in April
– 2nd in Kansas and 102nd in U.S.



Faculty Achievements

• American Association for the Advancement of Science Fellows

– C. Michael Smith, Entomology

– Christopher Sorensen, Physics

• National Science Foundation Faculty CAREER Award

– Gurpreet Singh, Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering

• 2015 Barry Sherman Teaching Award from Association for Education 

in Journalism and Mass Communications

– Angela Powers, Journalism and Mass Communications

• American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineering Fellow

– Freddie Lamm, Biological and Agricultural Engineering



Faculty Achievements

• 2015 AAVP-Merial Distinguished Veterinary Parasitologist Award

– Michael Dryden, Diagnostic Medicine 

• 2015 American Dairy Science Association Fellow Award

– Jeffrey S. Stevenson, Animal Sciences and Industry

• Distinguished Troopers, First Infantry Division and Fort Riley

– Briana Goff, Family Studies and Human Services

– Daryl Youngman, K-State Libraries

• Gerontological Society of America Fellow

– Gayle Doll, Center on Aging

• Ecological Society of America Fellow

– John Blair, Biology



Faculty Achievements

• Kansas Dietetics Association’s Distinguished Dietitian of the Year

– Kevin Sauer, Human Nutrition

• 2015 Icon of Education

– Tim de Noble, Dean of the College of Architecture, Planning & Design

• 2015 National Beef Quality Assurance Educator of the Year

– Dan Thomson, Beef Cattle Institute

• Richard Upjohn Fellowship from the American Institute of Architects

– Wendy Ornelas, Architecture



• Early Career Award, International Wheat Genome Sequencing 

Consortium 

– Vijay Tiwari, Plant Pathology

• Visiting Research Fellow at the Australian Population and 

Migration Research Centre

– Matthew Sanderson, Sociology

• 2014 Kansas World Language Teacher of the Year 

– Chuck Thorpe, SVS Spanish Program
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Faculty Achievements



President’s Award of Excellence

Gloria Holcombe
Communications and 
Agricultural Education

Mark Clarke
College of 

Engineering

Tanya McGee
Office of Student 

Financial Assistance

Tim Carson
Animal Sciences and 

Industry



University Support Staff Award of Excellence

Office and Clerical 
Meagan Bozarth

College of Arts & Sciences
Dean’s Office

Technical and Professional
Christy Dipman

Horticulture, Forestry and 
Recreation Resources

Service and Maintenance
Susan Hazelbaker

Veterinary Health Center



What would you do if you were  
K-State president for a day?



K-State Campuses and Research Centers
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Salina Campus

• Now offering bachelor’s degree and 
minor in engineering technology with 
unmanned aircraft systems option

• Opened Bulk Solids Innovation Center

• Designated FAA Center of Excellence 
for Unmanned Aircraft Systems

– Collaboration with WSU and KU
– Only UAS Center of Excellence
– WSU and its National Institute for Aviation 

Research performing UAS research/testing in 
many areas



Olathe Campus

• Ralph Richardson named interim dean 
and CEO

• Developed new graduate certificate in 
leadership dynamics

• Beginning Oct. 5, master’s degree 
programs will be offered in industrial 
engineering and operations research 
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Global Campus

• More than $300,000 invested in 
development for new programs

• Supported nearly 200 continuing 
education conferences and more 
than 25,000 participants

• Record number of 584 graduates



Global Campus



K-State Research and Extension

• Chuck Rice will chair Board on Agriculture and Natural Resources 
under National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine

• Four KSRE faculty received awards for published papers, 
including most highly-cited paper in 2009 and 2013

– Nathan Hendricks, Barbara Valent, Ruth Welti and Kim Williams

• Two U.S. patents granted for discoveries by KSRE faculty
– Hydrogel (Susan Sun and John Huang, 2012 doctoral graduate)
– Safer, genetics-based insect control (Kun Yan Zhu, Xin Zhang and Jianzhen

Zhang, visiting scientist)



Athletics 

Big 12 leading APR in five sports

Men’s Golf Volleyball Football Men’s CC Women’s CC



Athletics 

• $50 million in private gifts for VFC (13 months)

• Ahearn Fund membership exceeds 10,000
• Donors all 50 states

• 22 All-American, 35 All-Big 12 and 125 
Academic All-Big 12 selections

• K-State band awarded 2015 Sudler Trophy

• Coach Bill Snyder elected to College Football 
Hall of Fame



Your Story Starts Now



Questions?


