
Minutes
Faculty Senate Committee on Technology

August 3, 2003 – Bluemont 16e

Call to Order:

Chair Ross called the first meeting of the 2004-05 year to order at 2:30 p.m.

Approval of Minutes:  

This is the first meeting of the year.  As a consequence there were no minutes to approve. 

Attendance:  

Committee Members: Bloomquist, Eckels, Fritz, Holcombe, Michaels, Garcia,
Ross, Turtle, Willbrant

Special Guests: 
• Faculty Senate President Jackie Spears
• Director-Center for Advan. Teaching and Learning Vicki Clegg.  

New Business:

As this was the first meeting of FSCOT this year first order of business was to get
to know each other.  As there are many new members on the committee, members were
asked to introduce themselves and briefly outline their role in the university.

Faculty Senate President Jackie Spears thanked each member of the committee
for their willingness to serve in this important capacity.  President Spears then briefly
outlined her vision for the coming year and the service FSCOT would be able to provide
to the Faculty Senate and ultimately to the University.

Vicki Clegg, as the Chair’s invited guest, outlined the status of the on-line TVAL
and how that program was proceeding with a “paper” version available this year and an
“electronic” version in an advanced testing.  

A discussion centering on Gary Cunningham’s suggestion of an October 18th date
for implementing a requirement for all university email clients to support SSL was
undertaken.  FSCOT did not, at this time, assume a response to Gary’s question of “Will
an implementation date of October 18, 2004 provide sufficient time to complete your e-
mail users’ migration to either webmail or an e-mail client that will connect to the central
servers using SSL?”

Chair Ross, then led a round table discussion on what FSCOT members might
face as issues for this committee to proactively respond to via Faculty Senate Leadership



and then Faculty Senate for the upcoming school year.  Topics that were mentioned
included:

• University enterprise portal
• Responding to student plagiarism
• Expansion of wireless capabilities in university classrooms
• Future developments of personal digital assistants, cell phones and other hand-

held devices and their use in class. 
• Concerns about digital thesis and dissertation. 
• University computer specifications both for student computers and university

personnel clients—the term ‘crumbling technology’ to match ‘crumbling
buildings’ emerged in this discussion.

• Target dates for university IT changes and the movement to centralized data
resources.

Communication about upcoming IT issues seems a critical theme.  

Respectfully submitted

/s/Tweed W. Ross, Chair



1 The report was prepared as the result of a question I was asked at a recent Faculty Senate Executive Meeting,  “What were all the university information
technology units, their missions and directors?” At that time I relied, “I have no idea.  There must be a dozen.”  This summary is the result of research from the
university websites associated with the VPAST’s office, IT units, and the KSU White Pages.  Drs. Unger and Gould reviewed it in its early stages.  I make no
assurances as to either its accuracy or completeness.  However is indicative of the pervasive nature of IT units across the campus.  It specifically DOES NOT
include College units.
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K-STATE Information Technology Units1

Organization/Agency Director/
Head

Role/Purpose/Mission Reports
To

Computing &
Network
Services (CNS)

Harvard
Townsend

Provides a high-
performance server and
network infrastructure
in support of the
university’s teaching,
research and service
mission

VPAST

Computing and
Information
Advisory
Committee
(CITAC)

Jim
Guikema

Proactively represent
the computing,
communications, and
information technology
concerns of the faculty,
staff, and students in
visioning, policy setting,
and strategic planning

VPAST
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at the University level.
To provide timely input,
advice, and feedback to
the Vice Provost for
Academic Services and
Technology (VPAST) on
policy, proposals,
implementation projects,
and other information
technology related
issues. To be a catalyst
within the University
community in adapting
technology to meet the
mission of the University
as the needs of the
people of the State of
Kansas evolve.

Central
Management
Information
Systems

Diana
Blake

The Central Management
Information Systems
(CMIS) Advisory
Committee serves in an
advisory capacity to the

VP for
Adminis
tration
&
Finance
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Vice President for
Administration and
Finance and the
Executive Computing
Committee (ECC). CMIS is
comprised of business
and technology
managers who share
accountability for
central management
information systems
projects. By working
cooperatively, CMIS
provides a disciplined
framework for ensuring
the right projects are
pursued at the right time
and at the right level of
investment. Frequent
monitoring provides
opportunities to
continually review and
align the entire
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portfolio of investments.
Data and
Information
Administration

David
Hillier

Defines and supports the
information architecture
that facilitates the
location, interchange,
security, usability, and
interoperability of KSU's
information resources.
The DIA areas of emphasis
are the University
Enterprise
Model/Integrating
Database, the University
Portal, Knowledge Base
and Data Warehouse.

VPAST

Data Resource
Stewards

Gary
Lietnaker

The Council of Data
Resource Stewards was
established in an effort
to define an Enterprise
Data Model for the
University. The
Enterprise Data Model is
one of the key

VPAST
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deliverables for the
Integrated Information
Initiative (III) and will
provide the organization,
definitions, and
semantics of all
University-Wide Data. The
decisions made by the
council will include but
will not be limited to
form, format, integrity,
availability,
confidentiality and
currency of the data.

Division of
Continuing
Education (DCE)

Beth
Unger

IT curriculum design and
technology adaptations
for distance learning
and conferences

VPAST/
DCE

Educational
Communications
Center (ECC)

Mel
Chastain

Designs, produces and
distributes high-end video
and multimedia-based
projects,
videoconferences,

VPAST
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distance education
programs and nationally
recognized high school
Spanish language
instruction (SVS - Spanish
via Satellite)

Faculty Senate
Committee on
Technology
(FSCOT)

Tweed
Ross

To report to the Faculty
Senate on issues relating
its constitutional
responsibility to
participate, in an
advisory capacity, in
determining the
acquisition, application,
and distribution of
scientific, electronic,
and information
technology.
    It shall be the duty of
faculty senate to assure
the formulation of policy
related to the
application of

Faculty
Senate
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technology that does not
infringe on academic
freedom while
protecting the collective
interests of the
university community.

InfoCommons
Designees

Harvard
Townsend

This committee includes
individuals from CNS,
iTAC, ISO and KSU
libraries. Their mission is
to stay abreast of
current trends in the
academic computing
environment, to manage
the upgrade, repair and
maintenance of all
InfoCommons, university
computing labs and Media
Development Center, and
to support the
information technology
needs of the Digital
Library.

VPAST,
Dean of
KSU
Librarie
s, VP
for
Finance
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Information
Resource
Management
Council
(IRMC)

Laurel
Littrel

Develop information
resource policy, to
interpret it, and to
provide a vehicle for
change of that policy.
All university policy
related to information
technology should be
approved by the IRMC.
All such policy will be a
part of the university
official/critical data
and maintained centrally
in an appropriate web
site.

VPAST

Information
Technology
Assistance
Center (iTAC)

Rebecca
Gould

The Information
Technology Assistance
Center is the central
information technology
support for faculty,
staff and students. The
core iTAC functions
include the consolidated

VPAST
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information technology
help desk, instructional
assistance, mediated
instructional design, and
technology training for
faculty/staff and
students. iTAC staff
train faculty/staff on
the use of the
technology classrooms
and staff the media
development center.

Information
Systems Office
(ISO)

John
Streeter

The Information Systems
Office (ISO) installs,
develops and maintains
enterprise application
systems in support of
central administrative
functions such as
accounting, payroll,
budget, human
resources, admissions,
student records, student

VPAST/
Vice
Preside
nt for
Admin. &
Finance
.
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financial assistance,
facilities management,
and parking. ISO also
provides database
administration services
for all enterprise
applications.

Instructional
Computer
Specifications
Committee

Tweed
Ross (Past
Chair)

Gather specifications
from college and design
general student
computer specifications
for the campus

VPAST

K-State
Enterprise E-Mail
Enhancement

Chuck
Gould

Computing and Network
Services will implement a
secure, highly-available,
scalable, full-featured
enterprise e-mail service
for the K-State
community.

VPAST

K-State On Line
(KSOL) Advisory
Committee

Rob Caffey Course management
system designed to
deliver an interactive
web-based classroom to

VPAST
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students. K-State Online
extends and enhances K-
State course instruction
enabling students with
time and geographic
restrictions to take
advantage of the
flexibility of learning
over the Internet.

Legacy
Application
Systems
Empowered
Replacement
Project
(LASER)

Jennifer
Gehrt

Establish modern
applications
architecture for the
student and financial
information systems. 

VP
Adminis
tration
and
Finance
& VPAST

Office of
Mediated
Education

Rob Caffey Provides support to
middleware, mediated
education including the
instructional tools in
the high tech classrooms
and to K-State On Line

VPAST
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Security Incident
Response Team
(SIRT)

Harvard
Townsend

Provide services and
support dedicated to
prevent and responding
to information/network
security incidents

VPAST

Technical
Classroom
Committee

Dave
Debusman

Create strategies for
the management,
development of
technology-enriched
classrooms on campus
and the training of the
faculty.

VPAST

Telenet 2 John
Allard

Video and audio
conferencing for the
campus 

DCE

Telecommunicati
ons

Fred
Damkroger

Provides a wide range of
communication and data
network services to our
users, and assists them in
meeting their
communications and
information exchange
needs.

VPAST
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Universal Design
Committee

Rebecca
Gould

The Universal Design
Committee is charged
with developing a website
and training material on
making mediated courses
accessible to people with
disabilities.

VPAST

University
Portal
Committee

Jane
Rowlett

Select the initial portal
software for the
university and to develop
a plan to implement the
portal.

VPAST

Web Site
Accessibility
Committee

Rebecca
Gould &
Jane
Rowlett

Develop and implement a
campus plan to educate
K-State authors on web
site accessibility and
promote accessible site
development.

Provost
/VPAST


