The first is the question: Why do we have to pay for parking? Why can’t it be a “perk” of employment?

Parking Services is entirely self-funded, we do not receive money from the university’s budget or from tuition and fees. The revenue from parking permits and citations covers the cost of maintaining lots and garage, lighting, resurfacing, snow removal, technology, and staffing. Without these fees, we wouldn’t be able to operate or maintain safe, reliable parking for the campus community. In short, parking isn’t a university “perk”, it’s a service that pays for itself through user support.

Faculty/staff in vet med want to know if (1) they can park in the Rec complex (2) is the football lot an option? And (3) Is there a plan to provide additional parking once construction on the new diagnostic lab begins and the lots on the east side of the complex are not available.

Yes, they can park at the Rec Complex in any area designated a “Z” lot which is purple on the parking services map, so long as they have a permit.  There are at least 100+ stalls available to park in daily.  The lot was recently repaved, has ample lighting, and the new lighted crosswalk on Denison was installed to add additional safety for pedestrians crossing the road.

We are currenty looking at paving the rest of C3 (The old Edwards building) and turning it in to a larger parking lot.  Current estimates are around $1.8 Million dollars for project completion.  The lot is currently a Z lot and staff/students can park there as well.

There were a lot of questions and concerns surrounding off-campus visitor parking: Event parking is too complicated for off-campus users- is there a way we can make it easier and/or offer more leniency during events? How can we make parking more welcoming to visitors?

To improve convenience and flexibility for our customers, Parking Services is implementing HONK Mobile for event parking, access codes, and visitor parking, with the goal of eventually phasing out ParkMobile. The rollout will occur in phases, beginning with event parking, then expanding to the parking garage, followed by metered stalls, and ultimately surface lots. HONK provides a modern, contactless solution that enhances customer experience while helping us manage parking operations more efficiently and sustainably.


It was reported that – at a parking meeting – someone from the parking office had cited 1100 unused campus parking spaces. Senators were confused and wanted to know where these spaces are and how to access them.


Logistics of passes: Why are there more passes issued than spots available? How is the number of passes determined?

We do not oversell parking permits. Each year, Parking Services sells approximately 8,000 annual permits for roughly 11,200 available stalls across campus. Most parking complaints stem from individuals who are unable to find a space directly in front of their destination and prefer not to walk from nearby or distant lots.
Outside of our busiest hours, weekdays from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., parking is generally available throughout campus. Regardless of how permits are distributed, the core campus area will always reach capacity during these peak times as long as most classes are scheduled within that window. That is an institutional scheduling issue, not a parking supply issue.
When central campus lots are full, spaces are consistently available in B17, B18, the Rec Complex, C1, H3, and the parking garage. In addition, Parking Services is exploring options for a campus-wide shuttle system to create a more effective park-and-ride network with multiple stops and transfer points throughout campus.

Is there a more effective way to prevent students from parking in faculty spots?

We actively monitor and enforce parking to minimize misuse of faculty and staff spaces. While no system is perfect, our enforcement officers patrol daily, and we issue over 1,000 citations each week on average to address violations across campus. To further discourage repeat offenses, we’ve implemented an escalating fine structure, which increases the penalty for continued misuse.
We also use License Plate Recognition (LPR) technology to identify vehicles parked in the wrong zones more efficiently. Along with enforcement, we continue to emphasize education and communication so that students understand where their permits are valid and why it’s important to respect designated faculty and staff areas. Ultimately, consistent enforcement and awareness are the most effective ways to ensure compliance.

Can we have a day pass option that is lower than a normal visitor pass for people that work at the Salina or Olathe campus? Or who work remote but need to attend some meetings on campus?
The current visitor day pass rate is $6, which allows all-day parking in any surface lot. This rate is already well below market value compared to similar universities, and because Parking Services is entirely self-funded, we are unable to reduce it further without impacting maintenance, operations, and staffing.
For employees who visit campus occasionally, the $6 day pass remains the most affordable and flexible option available. However, we continue to review permit structures to ensure they meet the needs of both frequent and occasional campus users.


