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AGENDA 
Faculty Senate Academic Affairs 

September 18, 2007, 3:30 p.m.   
K-State Union, Room 204 

 
1.  Call to Order 
 
2.  Approve September 4, 2007 minutes 
 
3.  Announcements 
 
4.  Course and Curriculum Changes  

A.  Undergraduate Education - none 
 

B.  Graduate Education – Approve the following course and curriculum changes approved by the Graduate Council on 
September 4, 2007:   

 
Changes (College of Human Ecology) 
HN 701 Sensory Analysis  
 
New (College of Human Ecology/College of Veterinary Medicine) 
HN 726 Nutrition and Wellness 
HN 838 Advanced Clinical Dietetics  
HN 840 Advanced Nutrition: Nutrigenomics, Nutrigenetics, and Advanced Lipid Metabolism  
HN 859 Nutrition: A Focus on Life Stages  
HN 862 Maternal and Child Nutrition  
HN 875 Pediatric Clinical Nutrition  
CS 769 Advanced Feedlot Production Management  
CS 770 Advanced Cow-Calf Production Management  
 

5.   Committee Reports 
A.  University Library Committee – Mohan Ramaswamy 
B.  Committee on Academic Policy and Procedures (CAPP) – Doris Carroll 
C.  Student Senate – Tim Weninger  
D.  Course and Curriculum ad hoc committee   
 

6.  Old Business 
 

7.   New Business 
A.  Academic Fresh Start and Academic Forgiveness Policy – Attachment 1 
B.  Plagiarism definition – Attachment 2 

 
8.  For the good of the University 
 
9.  Adjourn  
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Attachment 1 
ACADEMIC FRESH START GPA POLICY and 

ACADEMIC FORGIVENESS GPA POLICY 
Approved by CAPP 9-12-07 

 
The Academic Fresh Start and Academic Forgiveness Policies enable an undergraduate student to neutralize, 
in part, the grade impact of prior academic performance. Academic Fresh Start and Academic Forgiveness 
provide for the computation of an alternative GPA and for the use of that GPA in most academic situations. A 
student may apply only once, and to only one or the other, and the process cannot be reversed.  A student may 
not apply for either policy until he or she has been reinstated into his or her college. 
 
I. Conditions for a readmitted student to be eligible to apply for Academic Fresh Start are:  
 

A) The student was not enrolled in a K-State course for three (3) calendar years prior 
to readmission. 

B) After readmission, the student earned a K-State GPA of 2.21 or higher at the end 
of the academic session in which the twelfth credit was earned. 

C) Up to 60 consecutive hours2 of course work and K-State GPA may be restricted 
from the regular GPA calculation.  The beginning point for the Academic Fresh 
Start GPA shall be the first, second, third, fourth, or fifth3 academic semester of 
enrollment following the student’s initial K-State date of entry.  The choice of the 
starting point is designated by the student at the time of application for Academic 
Fresh Start and hours excluded from the calculation must be consecutive. 

 
 
II. Conditions for a student to be eligible to apply for Academic Forgiveness are: 
 

A) The student experienced one or more extenuating circumstances which caused a 
drastic change to the student’s academic performance in one or two semesters. 

B) After the session(s) affected by the extenuating circumstance, the student earned a 
K-State GPA of 2.2 or higher at the end of the academic session in which the 
twelfth credit was earned. 

C) Grades from up to two (2) consecutive semesters may be excluded from the regular 
cumulative GPA calculation.4 

D) The student’s dean or designee may request documentation confirming the 
extenuating circumstances with the application for Academic Forgiveness. 

 
 
 
                                                 
1 Rationale:  This is the GPA standard to which all students are held in the Academic Dismissal Policy. 
2 Rationale:  This change will accommodate students who do not take traditional full-time semesters. 
3 Rationale:  This change will accommodate students who do not take traditional full-time semesters. 
4 Rationale:  It is assumed that the negative impact of the extenuating circumstance(s) will be diminished within two semesters. 
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III. The calculation and reporting of Academic Fresh Start or Academic Forgiveness GPA and their uses in 
academic evaluation are:  
 

A) Academic Fresh Start or Academic Forgiveness deletes nothing from the 
student's academic record. Grades earned before the Academic Fresh Start or 
Academic Forgiveness will remain on the transcript along with the cumulative 
GPA for all hours taken. 

B)  The transcript will clearly indicate the starting point of the Academic Fresh 
Start/Academic Forgiveness as well as the Academic Fresh Start/Academic 
Forgiveness GPA. 

C) University-wide academic policies based on a cumulative GPA generally will use 
the Academic Fresh Start or Academic Forgiveness GPA. However, academic 
programs are not required to use Academic Fresh Start or Academic Forgiveness 
GPAs. Some programs, such as those leading to teacher licensure, may use all 
grades for the calculation of the GPA. 

D. In order for students in the Academic Fresh Start or Academic Forgiveness 
program to be eligible for university academic honors, they must complete a 
minimum of 60 hours in residence, with at least 50 hours in graded courses after 
the Academic Fresh Start or Academic Forgiveness begins. Other academic 
policies will not be affected.  

 
IV. Procedures for applying for Academic Fresh Start or Academic Forgiveness are:  
 

A) A student applies for Academic Fresh Start GPA or Academic Forgiveness GPA 
through the deans or their designees of the college in which the student is enrolled. 

B) A student must apply no later than the academic term prior to the one when the 
degree will be granted. (Students wishing to apply are encouraged to do so as soon 
as possible after qualifying). 

C) When applying, the student must indicate the point at which he or she wishes the 
Academic Fresh Start or Academic Forgiveness GPA to begin. 
  1.  For readmitted students applying for Academic Fresh Start, the choices are: 
the end of the first, second, third, fourth or fifth semester, following the student’s 
initial K-State date of entry.   
  2.  For students who experienced extenuating circumstances and are applying for 
Academic Forgiveness, the semester(s) will be selected in consultation with the 
deans or their designees. 
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Expanded Rationale Statements for Recommended Changes to Academic Fresh Start Policy 
 (now includes the additional Academic Forgiveness Policy) 

 
1. Although the numbers are small, since the Academic Fresh Start policy was initiated it has 
helped students with retention and persistence to graduation. There have been 
140 students granted this option between 1997 and 2006, and the vast majority of these 
students who have benefited from Academic Fresh Start have graduated. 
 
2. The addition of the Academic Forgiveness policy will minimize academic penalties to 
students who are subject to extenuating circumstances beyond their control, which have 
caused drastic changes to their academic performance for one or two consecutive semesters. 
 
3. The resulting action of the Academic Fresh Start and Academic Forgiveness policies does not 
change grades or the cumulative GPA. The effect of these policies is to provide a second 
GPA (Academic Fresh Start GPA or Academic Forgiveness GPA) that excludes the effect of 
a student’s atypical performance caused by situations considered by these two policies. This 
second GPA is therefore a truer expression of a student’s academic abilities and performance. 
 
4. The Academic Fresh Start GPA and the Academic Forgiveness GPA would remove the 
undesirable stigma of a GPA below a student’s abilities, and may allow under specified conditions the 
consideration of the student for university academic honors, scholarships, and professional programs. Some 
GPA requirements would not be affected, such as graduate school 
requirements and those leading to teacher licensure. 
 
5. Having a written policy in place will create a consistent guideline to be used across 
colleges. Students and advisors will be aware that Academic Forgiveness is an option for 
students for whom extenuating circumstances caused drastic changes to their academic 
performance. 
 
6. In order to be in line with the current Academic Dismissal Policy (12 hours with 2.2 semester 
GPA for immediate reinstatement), the proposed semester GPA required to apply for either of 
the Academic Fresh Start and Academic Forgiveness policies is a 2.2 (whereas the present Academic Fresh 
Start policy requires a 2.5 GPA). 
 
7. A student may apply only once, and to only one or the other policy, and the process cannot be 
reversed. 
 
8. Deans or their designees will still have the discretion to approve or not approve an application 
for Academic Fresh Start or Academic Forgiveness. 
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Attachment 2 
Revised definition of plagiarism 
Approved by CAPP 3-14-2007 

 
A. Cheating: Plagiarism 
 
   1.   Definition of plagiarism. 
 

a. “Plagiarism is the academic and literary equivalent of robbery, taking somebody else's property. If you 
copy somebody's test answers, take an essay from a magazine and pass it off as your own, lift a well-
phrased sentence or two and include them without crediting the author or using quotation marks, or even 
pass off somebody's good ideas as examples of your own genius, you are guilty of intellectual thievery. 
If you are caught you should expect punishment or contempt or both." Quote from Robert M. Gorrell 
and Charlton Laid, Modern English Handbook, 6th edition (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1976), 
p. 71.  

a.  Plagiarism is intellectual thievery, stealing someone else's creative property or ideas from any type of 
medium (paper, film, or digital form) and claiming it as your own. Plagiarism does not depend on the 
amount of material stolen and used.  The only way to use the intellectual or creative product of another 
without committing plagiarism is to appropriately and accurately acknowledge and/or credit its source. 
Students are responsible for understanding the standards of such attribution as they apply to any given 
academic discipline. Likewise, academic disciplines should make reasonable efforts to inform students 
in a timely manner of those standards of attribution that apply to their academic work. 

 

b. Plagiarism covers unpublished as well as published sources; borrowing another's term paper, handing in 
as one's own work a paper purchased from an individual or agency, or submitting as one's own any 
papers from living group's, club's, or organization's files; all are punishable as plagiarism.  

 
   2.   Avoidance of plagiarism: "Acknowledge indebtedness “: 
 


