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TO: Faculty Senate Academic Affairs (FSAAC)
	
FROM: Committee on Academic Policy and Procedure
Dr. Kelley Brundage and Dr. Roger Schieferke co-chairs

CC: 	Dr. Karen Goos, VP Enrollment Management
	Dr. Margaret Mohr-Schroder, VP Academic Affairs and Innovation
	
DATE: October 1, 2026

Topic: Recommended Revision to Tuesday/Thursday LAB Standard Class Times
Background and Rationale
This memorandum provides a recommendation for a targeted revision to the university’s Tuesday/Thursday standard class time structure. The proposed change is intended to address the existing gap in the Tuesday/Thursday morning schedule while continuing to accommodate laboratory and other courses requiring extended instructional periods.

The Tuesday/Thursday standard class schedule currently includes 75-minute instructional periods at:
· 8:05–9:20 a.m.
· 9:30–10:45 a.m.
· 11:30 a.m.–12:45 p.m.
· 1:05–2:20 p.m.
· 2:30–3:45 p.m.
· 3:55–5:10 p.m.

This structure creates a 45-minute gap between 10:45 and 11:30 a.m. that is not available as a standard instructional period.

As part of the review of potential changes to this schedule, a concern was raised that adjusting the Tuesday/Thursday morning standard times could negatively affect laboratory scheduling. The Office of the Registrar therefore reviewed university-wide scheduling data from Fall 2025 and Spring 2026 specifically to determine whether Tuesday/Thursday morning lecture and laboratory sections were being scheduled back-to-back.

The review found no instances of back-to-back lecture/lab pairings on Tuesday/Thursday mornings. This is also consistent with the existing scheduling practice that prohibits morning laboratory scheduling unless a corresponding afternoon offering is available.

The review further confirmed that most laboratories require two- to three-hour meeting periods. A two-hour lab generally requires a 110-minute single meeting period, while only a small number of one-hour laboratories can be accommodated within a traditional 50-minute block.

Recommended Change
The recommendation is to establish an alternate Tuesday/Thursday 75-minute morning pattern that provides three consecutive 75-minute instructional periods prior to 11:30 a.m., with 10-minute passing periods between classes.

	Current T/Th Pattern
	Recommended Alternate T/Th Pattern

	8:05–9:20 a.m.
	7:15–8:30 a.m.

	9:30–10:45 a.m.
	8:40–9:55 a.m.

	10:45–11:30 a.m. — scheduling gap
	10:05–11:20 a.m.

	11:30 a.m.–12:45 p.m.
	11:30 a.m.–12:45 p.m.

	1:05–2:20 p.m.
	1:05–2:20 p.m.

	2:30–3:45 p.m.
	2:30–3:45 p.m.

	3:55–5:10 p.m.
	3:55–5:10 p.m.



Current Morning Pattern
8:05–9:20 → 10 min. → 9:30–10:45 → 45-minute gap → 11:30–12:45

Recommended Alternate Morning Pattern
7:15–8:30 → 10 min. → 8:40–9:55 → 10 min. → 10:05–11:20 → 10 min. → 11:30–12:45

The primary change is therefore concentrated in the morning. Beginning the alternate pattern earlier allows the university to accommodate three 75-minute instructional periods before 11:30 a.m. rather than two, while maintaining the existing 11:30 a.m. and later standard Tuesday/Thursday periods.


Laboratory and Extended-Time Courses

The review does not recommend eliminating the university’s extended meeting patterns. The revised time chart continues to provide options for courses requiring longer instructional blocks, including:
· 110-minute blocks;
· 170-minute blocks;
· 230-minute blocks; and
· 290-minute blocks.

These extended blocks provide the scheduling structure necessary for laboratories and other courses that cannot reasonably operate within a 75-minute standard period.

The review acknowledged that laboratory designations have meaningful scheduling implications. However, based on Fall 2025 and Spring 2026 scheduling data, the concern that the proposed Tuesday/Thursday morning adjustment would negatively affect existing morning laboratory scheduling was not supported by the scheduling data reviewed.
Benefits of the Recommended Structure
The proposed alternate pattern would:
· eliminate the unused 45-minute gap in the Tuesday/Thursday morning standard schedule;
· create an additional usable 75-minute instructional period before 11:30 a.m.;
· establish consistent 10-minute passing periods throughout the revised morning sequence;
· retain the existing Tuesday/Thursday schedule beginning at 11:30 a.m., minimizing the scope of the change;
· preserve extended-time scheduling options for laboratories and other courses requiring longer meeting periods; and
· increase flexibility in the use of Tuesday/Thursday instructional time without requiring a wholesale restructuring of the standard class schedule.

Scope and Limitation of the Review

The scheduling analysis supporting this recommendation was specifically focused on Tuesday/Thursday morning scheduling. It did not evaluate Monday/Wednesday/Friday lecture and laboratory combinations or determine whether back-to-back lecture/lab offerings exist within those scheduling patterns.

Accordingly, the recommendation should be understood as a targeted Tuesday/Thursday scheduling proposal rather than a broader recommendation regarding all university standard class times.

Recommendation to FSAAC

It is recommended that FSAAC consider the addition of the proposed alternate Tuesday/Thursday morning 75-minute standard time pattern, beginning at 7:15 a.m. and providing three consecutive morning instructional blocks before reconnecting with the existing standard schedule at 11:30 a.m.

The available scheduling data do not demonstrate that the proposed change would negatively affect Tuesday/Thursday morning laboratory scheduling, and the revised structure preserves separate extended meeting patterns for courses requiring laboratory or other longer instructional periods.

The proposed structure therefore provides an opportunity to make more effective use of the Tuesday/Thursday instructional day while addressing the scheduling concern identified during the review.
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