MINUTES
Faculty Senate Academic Affairs
October 6, 2026 – 3:30pm
Zoom  


1. Logan called the meeting to order at 3:30pm.  
2. Approval of September 15 minutes – The minutes were approved as submitted 
3. Posthumous Degree Request – Dr. Phillip Payne – Attachments 1-3 – The motion was made and seconded to approve this degree request.  After brief discussion, motion carried. 

4. New Agenda Item:  ALE Report - Dr. Craig Schroeder presented on proposed applied learning experience (ALE) courses designed to address the gap where 29% of graduating students lacked designated ALE experiences. The courses, offered at 200 and 500 levels across six categories, would be taught in-house by staff and could support students in various experiences including internships and study abroad programs. Craig explained that these courses would not compete with existing departmental offerings, would not impact faculty workload, and would provide centralized tracking and administration while offering flexible credit options from zero to five credit hours.  Kelley mentioned that 400-level might be a better designation for the suggested 500-level courses and asked Craig to talk with her after the meeting.

5. Old Business
a. Add/Drop Policy – Kelley explained that while the policy was clear, there were issues aligning it with the actual business process, leading to confusion among instructors. The group discussed that concerns were primarily raised by the College of Ag and Engineering caucuses, with Karen confirming that these two groups were most vocal about the changes. Logan encouraged Kelley to revisit the issue with her caucus and mentioned that the policy document from spring 2026 would be shared with committee members, including Brian who joined late. 

6. Coursedog Agendas:  
a. Expedited Proposals (4) 
i. AG (3)
ii. HHS (1)
A motion was made and seconded to approve the expedited proposals.  The group discussed concerns about identical program learning outcomes (PLOs) for two seemingly different programs. Scott Furtwengler, the new director of assessment, introduced himself and explained that program-level outcomes are required for new programs in Coursedog but not for edits, and offered to provide guidance on assessment planning. It was clarified that different programs should be differentiated enough to distinguish between programs like creative writing and technical writing. Kelley clarified that some of the current PLOs were inherited from historical submissions and are aligned with previous work done by Fred Burak. The group also discussed the workflow in Coursedog, with Scott explaining that some items are routed back for revisions due to missing information or system navigation issues, particularly with older proposals. The motion was amended to approve the HHS course, but return the Ag courses (horticulture minor, ag business, and ag economy) to the College of Agriculture for further clarification on PLOs.

b. Courses & Programs (5)  
i. AG (1)
ii. A&S  (4)
A motion was made and seconded to approve the courses and programs.  There was brief discussion about a biology course that resulted from merging previous programs.  Motion carried. 
c. Noncredit Microcredentials (18)  
i. AG (12) 
ii. ED (1)
iii. Tech (5)
The proposed microcredentials were briefly discussed.  These do not require committee approval.  Shane indicated he and Logan would proceed with approval since no red flags were raised.

7. Committee Reports / Updates
a. CAPP -  Standard Time Schedule Policy Update – Attachments 4-6 – This was a first read for this policy.  Kelley explained that CAPP had aligned lab schedules with previously approved lecture schedules to create more flexible time slots, particularly a 45-minute gap on Tuesday/Thursday schedules. The committee discussed implementation timing, with Kelley confirming the changes would take effect for summer and fall 2027 scheduling cycles. 

b. Libraries Report – Melia reported that the University Library Committee had decided to cancel Web of Science and switch to Scopus only starting January 1, citing budget constraints and coverage issues. 

8. Announcements and/or for the Good of the University
a. The committee noted a larger number of course and program proposals would be reviewed at the next meeting.  The next scheduled meeting time conflicts with a major university event and a different meeting time would be confirmed.

9. Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 4:44pm. 
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