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Training in Action 
 

A Welding Safety class was presented by guest 

speaker Byron Nield from Miller Electric.  
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Final Implementations of GHS 
Implementation of the Globally Harmonized System will include changes in Safety Data Sheets, Labeling, and Pictograms.  

Compliance Deadline: June 1, 2016 

The goal of GHS is to communicate hazard information in a prescribed and uniform way on labels and safety data sheets.  

Safety Data Sheets 
 

The documents formally called Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) are now known as Safety Data Sheets (SDS) under 

the Globally Harmonized System. A SDS identifies the substance and its hazardous properties, and outline appropriate 

safety precautions. A SDS is comprised of 16 standardized sections:   

1. Identification 

2. Hazard(s) Identifcation 

3. Composition/Information on Ingredients 

4. First Aid Measures 

5. Fire-Fighting Measures 

6. Accidental Release Measures 

7. Handling and Storage 

8. Exposure Controls/Personal Protection 

9. Physical and Chemical Properties 

10. Stability and Reactivity 

11. Toxicological Information 

12. Ecological Information (non-mandatory) 

13. Disposal Considerations (non-mandatory) 

14. Transport Information (non-mandatory) 

15. Regulatory Information (non-mandatory) 

16. Other Information 

Labeling Pictograms 

Sources: MUSC, osha.gov, Brady Worldwide 

1. Signal Word. The signal word indicates hazard level. It's like a safety 

sign header for your chemicals. "Danger" is used for the most severe 

instances, while "Warning" is less severe. 

2. GHS Symbols (Hazard Pictograms). These are used to identify  

hazardous products and are commonly grouped by chemical/physical 

risk, health risk and environmental risk. 

3. Manufacturer Information. This identifies the manufacturer's com-

pany name, address and telephone number. 

4. Precautionary Statements/First Aid. These are phrases that are tied 

to each hazard statement. They describe general preventative,  

response, storage or disposal precautions. These statements will be 

found on the chemical's Safety Data Sheet. Similar to Hazard  

Statements, Precautionary Statements can be identified by a P-Code 

(like P100). 

5. Hazard Statements. These are phrases that describe the nature of  

hazardous products and the degree of hazard. Hazard statements 

should be found on the chemical's Safety Data Sheet (SDS) and  

identified by an H-Code (like H100). 

6. Product Name or Identifiers. Simply identify the product or chemical 

name. Additional identifiers can be noted to the right of the  

Manufacturer's information. 


