Invention for Letter to the Portfolio Reader
Write out answers to the following questions, and include them when you turn in your portfolio if you use your letter as part of your portfolio. Write freely!  No one will grade you on spelling or sentence structure for this invention activity.

DECIDING ON FOCUS
How has your writing process changed over this semester?  (For example, what did you learn about how to think about topics before you start drafting?  Were you a one-draft wonder when you started?  Are you still?  Did you ask others to read your drafts in progress? Would you now?)

Which essay are you proudest of and why?  Which one presented the most challenges for you as a writer?

What did you learn about yourself as a writer that surprised you?

Look over each of the essays you wrote this semester and make a list of its strengths and weaknesses.  Summarize what you discovered in this process.

Which essays do you think best represent you as a writer?  Why?

Using what you learned from answering the above questions, write a couple of statements that summarize the most important things you learned that you’d like your portfolio reader to know.  

Given those statements, what general statement (thesis statement) would you like to make about your writing and your portfolio as a whole?

In the next set of questions, you will be asked to gather details that will support your focus and your general statement.
GATHERING DETAILS AND EXAMPLES

If you have decided to write about your writing process, jot down some details that will help “show” your portfolio reader how you have changed; some early, mid-, and late semester examples might show how your writing behavior has changed.

Which essay is the strongest?  Make a note now of which paragraphs clearly demonstrate that strength and think how you could explain it to someone before they read the paper itself.

If you have decided to give a tour of your essays, jot down what is significant about each one.  You might include a description of each essay’s strengths and weaknesses, and/or what you are most proud of about each essay.







(Over...)

ARRANGING THE INFORMATION
Now that you’ve decided on a focus and have gathered details that support your general statement, you next need to decide on the best organization for presenting your information.

What would be the best way to present your details to your portfolio reader?  How could you emphasize the good qualities of your portfolio without giving the impression that you think you’re the next William Faulkner?

How can you use the things you learned this semester in this paper to further develop your credibility as a writer for the portfolio reader?

Do you want to save the best for last, leaving a good impression?

Do you want to talk about your writing strengths first, hoping to create a good first impression?

ADDITIONAL ISSUES TO THINK ABOUT
Under what conditions will your paper be read?  Is there anything your could do to make it easier and more enjoyable for your portfolio reader?
