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English Language Program:  
Overview 

Five Levels 

 136 – True Beginner 

 138 – Advanced Beginner 

 140 – Lower Intermediate 

 150 – Upper Intermediate 

 152 – Exit level 

 154 – Part time University 



English Language Program:  
Kansas State University 

Admission: The English Language Program 

can accept anyone who is a non-native 

speaker of English and is at least 17 years 

old. Students are expected to be able to 

read and write in their own language and 

know the Roman alphabet. True beginners 

may be required to follow an alternate 

course of study. 

 



English Language Program:  
136 Students 

 Some know only the alphabet 

 Some know how to read a few words 

 Some can write only their names 

 Some can write a simple sentence 

 Largest variation in skill level 



Level Size and Make-Up 

 Average a little over 20 students at this level 

 Mainly Arabic students 

 2-3 Chinese students 

 1 Spanish student (occasionally) 

 

 



Schedule 

 Reading and Vocabulary (6 hours) 

 Writing and Grammar (6 hours) 

 Listening/Speaking (6 hours) 

 

18 hours total 

15 Weeks 



The Problem 

We haven’t found an appropriate textbook for 
the 136 Reading and Vocabulary class in our 
program. 



Current 
Grammar Text 

(page 1) 



Current  
Reading Text 

(page 1) 



Comparison of 1st pages 

Writing 

I am Ahmed. 

I am happy. 

I am a student. 

Reading 

Tomiko is an 
accountant and works 
for a large insurance 
company in Boston. 



Current Reading Schedule 

 First month: Teachers use their own 
supplemental materials  

 Teachers are given a general outline that 
compliments the Writing Text 

 Begin textbook during the 5th week 

 Go at their own pace 



Two examples 
of textbooks 

on the market 



Ventures 
Literacy 

Workbook BASIC 
(p 2 and 125) 



Project 
Success: Intro 
(p. 6 and 142) 





Various Solutions 

1. Have students buy a variety of textbooks 

2. Topical Outline with Teacher Supplements 

3. Continue looking for a  traditional textbook  

4. Write our own textbook 



Chosen Solution 

Write our own interactive textbook 

 Applied for a grant through the university 

Interactive: 

 Reading and Writing activities 

 Audio Clips 

 Video Clips 

 Links 

 Printable pages 



136 Reading Student Learning 
Outcomes 

Comprehension 

 Read verbs in simple present, past and present 
progressive 

 Understand simple questions 

 Answer various types of comprehension questions 

Vocabulary 

 First 450 words in English 

 Common collocations 

 



Goals of our Textbook 

1. Begin with the alphabet and progress 
through skills to meet all the SLO’s 

2. Use the first 450 most common English 
words and their collocations 

3. Expose students different types of writing 

4. Repeat vocabulary  



Beginning of the Book 



Links 





Example Questions 

• What is Cruz 
reading about? 

– A. Plants 

– B. Asia 

– C. Animals 

– D. Elephants 



 



Example Questions 

• How many kinds 
of elephants are 
there? 

• ______________ 



 



Disclaimer 

This is an ongoing project that we just began. 
The information came from our minds and 
Wikipedia.   

 

Please excuse our dust. 



• We’ll take any 
suggestions 
you might 
have. 

• Any questions 
asked will only 
help us. 



Our Contact Information 

Jolene McConnell:  jmcconnell@ksu.edu 

 

Emily Elliott:  ejelliott@ksu.edu 
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