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Presentation Outline 

¸Research of international students as an 
at-risk group 

¸English Language Program Student 
Services 

 - In House Advising  

 - Partnerships 

¸Audience sharing ideas in small groups 

¸Q&A  

 



Research 

Why should International Students be 
considered as At-Risk Students? 



What defines an at  
risk student? 

 

¸Socio-economic 
status 

¸Unrealistic goals 

¸Adult returners 
after long hiatus  

¸Cultural barriers 

 

 

¸Language barriers 

¸Access to student 
support services 

¸Travel time and 
costs 

¸Weak self concept 
 
http://www.schoolcraft.edu/pdfs/cce/12.2.23-32.pdf 



1. Performance 

¸ñ[é] International students are not 
achieving as well as their local counterparts, 
in fact are failing much more readily, 
seemingly because of lack of the requisite 
English language skillsò (Paton, pg. 20). 



2. Adaptation 

¸ñInternational students come from a vast range 
of cultural and linguistic backgrounds. While it 
is easy to document the first language and 
country of origin of overseas students, what is 
not so obvious is the nature of their previous 
educational experience; in particular the 
culture of learning to which they were 
accustomed in their home countriesò (Baird & 
Dooey, 2012, pg. 102, ) 

 

 



3. Stress Management 

¸ñIn addition to adjusting to a new educational 
system and a new social environment, 
international students face unique sources of 
stress such as homesickness, culture shock, 
language barrier, financial difficulties, 
immigration requirements, racial 
discrimination, and strenuous academics 
(Xuesong Han, Xuemei Han, Luo, Jacobs, and 
Jean-Baptiste, 2013, pg. 1).ò 

 

 



ELP History 

 

¸ Growth of program:  Number of students 

 

 

 

 

 

¸ Faculty:  2 full time and 2 part time in 1986 

  47 full time in 2015   

 

 

1986 2005 2009 2015 

38 70 485 297 



Demographics  

¸  Chinese and Saudi 

 

¸Ecuadorian and Brazilian (special programs) 

 

¸80%  of our students come admitted to the 
university  

 

¸10% come for English only, then get admission 

 

¸10% are on exchange or are spouses, etc. 
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In House Advising 

O̧rientation Classes  

A̧dvising Appointments 

ŢOWARD class 

Şocial Hangout 

A̧wards Ceremony 
 

 


