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Dorothy L. Thompson 

In recognition of Dorothy L. Thompson's 
contributions to the field of human rights 
on campuses throughout Kansas and the 
nation, Kansas State University has estab-
lished the Dorothy L. Thompson Civil Rights 
Lecture Series. 
 
Dorothy was associated with Kansas State 
University from 1971 until her death in 
1992. From 1972-1985 she served as the 
University's Affirmative Action Director. She 
took a leave of absence from her affirma-
tive action post from 1976 to 1978 to at-
tend Washburn University Law School 
where she graduated 13th in her class. In 
1985 she became the Associate University 
Attorney. She served on the Washburn Law 
Journal Board, was president of the Riley 
County Bar Association, and was admitted 
to practice before the U. S. Supreme Court. 
 
Dorothy was a role model for women and 
attorneys in Kansas. She was highly re-
garded by persons of all political leanings 
for her diplomacy, judiciousness, and effec-
tiveness. Dorothy had an abiding respect 
for all people and a profound commitment 
to fairness and equity. A civil rights lecture 
series is a particularly fitting memorial for 
her. 

Fundraising for the academic year 
is still underway! 

 
2008-2009 University co-sponsors: 
American Ethnic Studies 
College of Arts and Sciences 
College of Education 
College of Engineering 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
Department of Agronomy 
Department of Apparel, Textiles, and Interior Design 
Department of Diagnostic Medicine/Pathobiology 
Department of Engineering Technology 
Department of Geology 
Department of Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering 
Department of Plant Pathology 
Department of Political Science 
Department of Psychology 
Department of Music 
Division of Biology 
Division of Continuing Education 
K-State Libraries 
K-State Libraries, Cataloging & Serials 
K-State Libraries, Collection Services 
K-State Libraries, Digital Initiatives 
K-State Libraries, General Information Services 
K-State Libraries, Government Documents/Maps 
K-State Libraries, Sciences Department 
K-State Libraries, Social Sciences/Humanities/
Business 
K-State Libraries, Special Collections 
Office of Diversity and Dual Career Development 
Office of the President 
Office of the University Attorney 
School of Family Studies and Human Services 
 
2008-2009 Patrons of the series: 
Alfred W. and Mary Lee Cochran 
Anne Cowan 
Reverend Donald J. and Irma Jean Fallon 
Pamela Foster 
Jerry and Jeanne Frieman 
Dr. David L. and Mrs. Jamie E. Griffin 
Connie and James Hamilton 
Manhattan Alliance for Peace and Justice 
Sheila Hochhauser and David Margolies 
Clyde and Thirkelle H. Howard 
Margo Kren 
Melissa and Shaun Linenberger 
Dr. Sue Maes 
Linda L. Morse 
Dr. Charles E. and Sharon E. Reagan 
Lucy Sims 
Michael W. and Penelope A. Suleiman 
Chuck and Carolyn Thompson 
Susana L. Valdovinos and Michael Kaye 
Larry Weaver 



A seemingly simple car accident in Los 

Angeles brings together a very diverse 

group of people. As their lives collide the 

issue of racism and racial profiling is ex-

plored as each of these people work 

through their own fears and inherent 

prejudices. This film is an example of the 

interconnectedness of life in the melting 

pot. 

 

Sandra Bullock,  

Don Cheadle, Matt Dillon, Jennifer 

Esposito 

Lions Gate Films;  

Directed by Paul Haggis 

Rated R; 100 minutes; 2005 

You are invited to stay with us 
after the movie for a thought-

provoking conversation on racial 
profiling and this specific film. 

Previous speakers in the  
Dorothy L. Thompson Civil Rights  
Lecture Series: 
 
1994—Professor Nadine Strossen 
1995—Dr. M. Joycelyn Elders 
1996—Professor Camile Hébert; Mr. Morris Dees 
1997—Ms. Valorie K. Vojdik 
1998—Dr. Timothy E. Quill; Mr. Barry W. Lynn; 
            Professor Gwendolyn R. Mink 
1999—Ms. Kerry Kennedy Cuomo; Dr. Noam Chomsky 
2000—Dr. Lani Guinier; Mr. Robert Meeropol;  
            Dr. Barbara Bergmann; Mr. Bob Knight 
2001—Ms. Susan Okin; Cheryl Brown Henderson;  
            Ronald C. Griffin; Stephen E. Adams 
2003--Professor Marianne (Mimi) Wesson;  
            Anthony Romero; Stephen Jones 
2004--Professor Jeannine Bell; Arthur A. Benson II;  
            Michael Ratner;   Professor Nadine Strossen 
2005--Judge Paul Brady, Professor Patricia Williams 
2006--Pedro Irigonegaray and Joel Oster (debate) 
2007–Ambassador Edward Perkins; Mira Mdvani 
2008—Mary Frances Berry (as part of the Diversity  
            Summit) 
 
2008-2009 Dorothy L. Thompson Lecture 
Series Committee: 
David Griffin, Sr., Michael Kaye, Jerome Frieman, Jane 
Rowlett,  Peter Paukstelis, Susana Valdovinos, Brent 
Maner, Larry Weaver, and Melissa Linenberger. 

 

Sponsors and Patrons 
The Dorothy L. Thompson Civil Rights Lectures are 
sponsored by the Office of the Provost.  Additional sup-
port comes from the following University co-sponsors 
and patrons. 
 

 
 
For more information visit the Dorothy L. 
Thompson Civil Rights Lecture Series Home 
Page at: http://www.k-state.edu/dthompson. 


