Institutional Biosafety Committee
Kansas State University


Date: June 25, 2026
Time: 	9:00 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Location: Zoom

Quorum: Met
Call to Order: The Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) Chair called the meeting to order at 9:08 a.m. 

Approval of Previous Minutes
Minutes from May 28, 2026, were approved as written.

Protocols Reviewed

· [bookmark: _Hlk206404898]Protocol ID: 2135
[bookmark: _Hlk198814829]Title: "Evaluation of immune responses of AAV-vectored vaccine candidates in mice"
NIH Guidelines: Sections III -E-1, III-D-2 and III-F-1.
Meeting Comments: This project will use AAV vectors to deliver antigen genes in mice and evaluate the immune response using commercially available ELISA and/or neutralization assays. No live pathogens will be used, and no challenge studies are proposed. The project does not meet DURC/P3CO criteria, and appropriate biosafety procedures and mitigation plans are in place. 
· Action taken: It was moved and seconded to approve the protocol pending the resolution to the following stipulation.
· The Committee voted unanimously to approve the motion.
· The following will be communicated to the PI:
- Please provide additional details regarding the use of the cell lines listed.
- As the AAV is listed as requiring BSL-2, this should be ABSL-2.
- Note that your BSC certification will expire in July.


· Protocol ID: 2126
Title: “Pathogenesis and detection of BSL-2 Bunyavirales”
NIH Guidelines: Sections III -E-1, III-D-2 and III-F-1.
Meeting Comments: This protocol aims to study Cache Valley virus and the attenuated f Rift Valley Fever virus MP-12 (RVFV) to better understand factors involved in infection, pathogenesis, and transmission in animal and mosquito hosts. The research will also evaluate intervention strategies and develop and validate new diagnostic tools for the rapid detection of RVFV. The project does not meet DURC/P3CO criteria, and appropriate biosafety procedures and mitigation plans are in place. 
· Action taken: It was moved and seconded to approve the protocol pending the resolution to the following stipulation.
· The Committee voted unanimously to approve the motion.
· The following will be communicated to the PI:
- Please provide additional details regarding whether there are any potential toxicity risks or biorisk associated with this work.


· Protocol ID: 2127
Title: “Defining Human Skin Immunity to Culicoides Probing and Oropouche Virus Infection”
NIH Guidelines: Section III-F-1.
Meeting Comments: In this protocol the research group intends to determine the cutaneous immunologic effects of Culicoides probing and its impact on OROV replication and dissemination. The project does not meet DURC/P3CO criteria, and appropriate biosafety procedures and mitigation plans are in place. 
· Action taken: It was moved and seconded to approve the protocol pending the resolution to the following stipulation.
· The Committee voted unanimously to approve the motion.
· The following will be communicated to the PI:
- Please add the source of the human sample.
- Please change "NA" to "RG2".
- Please add information whether this virus is associated with congenital anomalies.
- Please change the answer to “Yes.”
- Since the study involves human tissues, please include the plan for offering the Hepatitis B vaccine, including the following statement: “Individuals who are already vaccinated or do not wish to receive the vaccine will be asked to sign a declination form.”
- Please add to the arthropod transport SOP the procedures for counting arthropods before and after transport.
- Please contact the IRB Coordinator to discuss whether this work requires registration with the IRB.
- Please include details regarding the containment measures that will be used when transporting biological agents between laboratories within the same building.


· Protocol ID: 2128
Title: “Virus-insect interactions of arthropod-borne viruses and their vectors”
NIH Guidelines: Sections III-E-1 and III-F-1 and VIII-E.
Meeting Comments: This protocol involves in vitro and in vivo studies to investigate the interactions between various viruses and arthropod vectors. Research activities include infection of insect and mammalian cell cultures, infection of arthropods with multiple viral agents, and RNA interference (RNAi) studies in insects to evaluate factors influencing virus-vector interactions and transmission. The project does not meet DURC/P3CO criteria, and appropriate biosafety procedures and mitigation plans are in place. 
· Action taken: It was moved and seconded to approve the protocol pending the resolution to the following stipulation.
· The Committee voted unanimously to approve the motion.
· The following will be communicated to the PI:
- If no specific treatments are available for OROV and WNV, please state this in the response.
- Please add to the arthropod transport SOP the procedures for counting arthropods before and after transport.
- Please include details regarding the containment measures that will be used when transporting biological agents between laboratories within the same building.



Other Business: BRI incident: A researcher experienced a needlestick resulting in potential laboratory exposure. The individual was evaluated by Occupational Health, and appropriate follow-up measures were implemented. Required reports and notifications were completed.

Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 a.m.
