Behavioral Neuroscience Core

The Cognitive and Neurobiological Approaches to Plasticity (CNAP) Center [a Phase 2, NIH-funded Center of Biomedical Research Excellence (COBRE)] supports a Behavioral Neuroscience Research Core, which is available to affiliated researchers. Complete animal care and cage washing facilities are offered in a secure facility on the fifth floor of the Psychological Sciences building. The Behavioral Neuroscience Core contains a suite of shared spaces that are available for the PI through an online booking system. These spaces underwent major renovation in 2018 that was funded by a $10.6M Phase 1 COBRE grant. Individual housing facilities for over 400 rats are available in the laboratories. Three large (300-330 sq. ft. each), two medium (200 sq. ft each), and four smaller (100-130 sq. ft. each) animal colony rooms are available for housing animals. The rooms contain stainless steel racks that hold shoebox cages with bedding and a wire top. As a part of the 2018 facility renovation, the Core installed a pass-through, cabinet style cage washer for cage cleaning activities. This consists of a four-room suite with a dirty side (330 sq. ft.), controller and chemical storage room (100 sq. ft.), clean cage store (400 sq. ft), and laundry facility (30 sq. ft.). During Phase 1 of the COBRE grant all cage supplies, cage wash costs, and bedding costs were covered by the grant with supplementation by the Psychological Sciences Department as needed. The COBRE received Phase 2 funding in July of 2022. The Behavioral Neuroscience Core will continue to provide support for animal care at a subsidized rate but in accordance with the goals of a Phase 2 COBRE program, will begin phasing in user fees to ensure the Core remains sustainable in the long term. The Behavioral Neuroscience animal facility is fully accredited by the Association for Assessment and Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care, International (AAALAC). Procedures will be approved by the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) at Kansas State University (K-State) and will be in compliance with NIH’s Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals. Complete animal care (feeding, watering, and cleaning) will be assisted by a full-time veterinary technician funded by the Psychological Sciences Department. K-State provides veterinary supervision and assistance for projects involving laboratory animals. At this time, Jason Grady, DVM, MS, DACVIM is the individual in charge of this service. 



