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Dear Friends – 

Several things have been behind schedule in 
Manhattan this year: the Spring rains (now 
in overabundance); the Higher Education 
budget from the Legislature (received with 
disappointment); and this newsletter. I’ll 
only take the blame for the latter! 

Our students continue to distinguish 
themselves and bring great credit to our 
department. Jenny Barriga, entering her 
senior year working with Stefan Bossmann, 
was named a Goldwater Scholar, the 16th of 
our students to be so honored. Shane 
Nichols (B.S. 2011; now at NYU), who did 
his undergraduate research here with Mark 
Hollingsworth, was awarded an NSF 
Graduate Research Fellowship: Shane is the 
6th of our students in the past 6 years to 
receive this prestigious fellowship. 

Elizabeth Ploetz, 4th year Ph.D. student in 
Paul Smith’s group, was chosen to attend 
the 63rd Nobel Laureate Meeting in Lindau, 
Germany. This highly selective international 
competition paired ca. 600 young scholars 
from around the world with 34 Nobel 
laureates for six days of lectures and 
informal interactions in June and July. 
Elizabeth is the second member of our 
department to have had this remarkable 
opportunity: Christine Aikens also was 
chosen as an attendee during her graduate 
work at Iowa State. 

All of us were delighted to welcome two 
new colleagues to the department this 
summer. Emily McLaurin joined us in July 
as Assistant Professor of Inorganic 
Chemistry. She was our top choice from an 
extremely strong group of applicants and 
interviewees. Emily earned her B.S. from 
UC-San Diego, where she did undergraduate 
research with Cliff Kubiak. She then earned 
her Ph.D. at MIT working in Dan Nocera’s 
group. Prior to coming to Manhattan, Emily 
spent a very productive postdoctoral 
appointment with Dan Gamelin at the 

University of Washington. Emily’s 
research will focus on the synthesis and 
characterization of nanomaterials and their 
applications as sensors, etc. Her wide 
expertise in the area complements one of 
our department’s core strengths. 

Michael Hinton started as our Director of 
Undergraduate Laboratories in late June. 
Mike is an alumnus of the department who 
earned three magna cum laude B.S. 
degrees at K-State (in Chemistry, Physics, 
and Secondary Chemistry and Physics 
Education) prior to earning his M.S. in 
Chemical Education at Purdue. Given the 
delay in receiving our budget, and the need 
to replace some 60+ faucets in our 
teaching labs at the end of the summer 
term, Mike has had to hit the ground 
running and he has aced every test so far! 

We enrolled 41 first-year Chemistry 
majors last year, the most at any time in 
the previous 30 years. Much of the credit 
for this growth goes to Chris Culbertson, 
who does a superb job as our lead advisor. 

In March, Ryszard Jankowiak was 
named as a University Distinguished 
Professor: this highest academic honor 
recognizes Ryszard’s groundbreaking 
research work in spectroscopy, 
photosynthetic reaction mechanisms 
and cancer detection, his skills as a 
mentor, and his efforts to encourage 
young students to pursue scientific 
careers. Congratulations, Ryszard! 

Stefan Bossmann (as PI) and Leila 
Maurmann (as co-PI) were notified 
that their $1.6M NSF proposal to 
acquire a wide-bore 600 MHz NMR 
spectrometer will be funded this Fall. 
The instrument will eventually allow 
real time monitoring of the uptake, 
distribution and efficacy of magnetic 
nanoparticles used for hyperthermal 
cancer treatment in live mice. This is a 
tremendous upgrade to our research 
capability and is a testament to the 
quality of Stefan’s research program. 

I’m also very happy to say that, as of 
Fall 2013, the College of Arts and 
Sciences has instituted a per course fee 
that will be used for upgrading 
equipment in our teaching labs, 
providing research stipends and travel 
support for undergraduates and 
graduate students, etc. Special thanks 
are due to our Advisory Council 
members who helped to keep this 
issue alive throughout the long process 
of approval. 

I’ll close as I usually do, thanking 
each of you for your continued support 
and for your confidence in us. You can 
take pride in the fact that you have 
contributed to many of the successes 
that our students and our department 
have achieved; I’m certain that many 
more are on the horizon. 

Eric Maatta 

 

 

 

Prof. Levy and Liebig’s “Barking Dog” reaction 
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A Fitting Tribute 
On the evening of Friday, May 31, more than 120 people gathered at the KSU Alumni Center 
Ballroom for a special celebration honoring Ken Klabunde on the occasion of his retirement. At a 
social hour and throughout an excellent dinner, there were many opportunities to catch up with 
friends from all over the U.S. and even some from overseas. After dinner, Ken was lauded by 
Provost April Mason, Dean Peter Dorhout and Dr. Olga Koper. Later, both Linda Klabunde and 
longtime collaborator University Distinguished Professor Chris Sorensen offered some 
counterbalancing remarks with their humorous and well-received “roasting”. A few photos from 
this event are available here:  http://www.k-state.edu/chem/news/klabunde1.html 
 
On Saturday, June 1, a day-long symposium “Nanotechnology and Perspectives in 
Organometallic, Materials and Environmental Chemistry” was held in Ken’s honor. A large 
audience heard talks by his former students and collaborators on topics spanning the gamut of 
nanomaterials synthesis, characterization and applications. 
 
In thinking about an appropriate departmental gift for Ken, Jim Hodgson had the brilliant idea to 
fabricate a half-scale replica of a SMAD (Solvated Metal Atom Dispersion) reactor - the device 
that launched Ken’s nanotechnology career and which was a workhorse in his labs for 40 years. 
Aided by Ron Jackson’s excellent machining skills, Jim devised a technically correct and visually 
stunning masterpiece. Ken was delighted, and therefore so were all of us. 
 

Although not visible in these photos, the stand of the SMAD reactor 
bears an inscribed plate reading: “For Professor Kenneth J. Klabunde 
with admiration and respect for your 34 years of outstanding research, 

teaching, leadership, service and mentoring in the Kansas State 
University Chemistry Department and beyond”. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gifts $50,000 - $99,999 Kendall Guyer Nira and Robert Watkins 
John Berschied and Donna Derstadt Charles and Joan Johnson James Windels 

 Larry Kraus Shangdong Zhan 
Gifts $10,000 - $49,999 Lila and Jon Levin  

Jerry and Judy Reed Richard and Susan Martin Gifts up to $100 
 Richard and Joan Nelson Anton and Susan Ahrens 

Gifts $5,000 - $9,999 John Selby Christine and Christopher Aikens 
Alison Fleming and Mark Reinhold Thomas and Shannon Shields Jerrel and Cynthia Anderson 

Jerry and Jerri Hefling Floyd and Cecilia Smith James and Gail Assink 
Charley and Kay Smith Bob and Lola Soulen David and Barbara Cole 

 Rongda Xu and Xin Huang Joe and Alice Doyle 
Gifts $1,000 - $4,999  Jim and Carolyn Hodgson 

Lewis and Olive Bloom Gifts $100 - $249 Duy and Sadami Hua 
James and Jane Curtis Olajide Alawode and Safiyyah Forbes Takashi and Shinobu Ito 

George and Linda Hawks Adam Anderson Christopher and Jennifer Levy 
Michael Hinton Gary Bender Ping Li and Yan Ji 

Eric and M’Elizabeth Maatta Allan and Susan Bolke Ron and Linda Madl 
David and Wendy Manzo Corrie Carnes-Lowe and Jonathan Lowe Peggy McCann and Kenneth Ford 

Gertrude and Herbert Moser Bert and Hsiu Chi Wid and Marie Painter 
John Novak Christopher and Anne Culbertson James Pletcher 
Shirley Sikes John and Martha Dillard Ernest and Sylvia Robb 

Art Williamson James and Sylvia Hamilton Martin and Cynthia Ruegsegger 
 Betty Harthoorn Janie Salmon 

Gifts $500 - $999 Dale and Jean Herbranson Paul and Courtney Smith 
Janis Broman David and Jean Heying Dean and Mary Van Galen 

Jerry Crow Daniel and Susan Higgins *deceased 
Kathie Easom Brice and Shirley Hobrock  

Sharon Fortmeyer-Selan and 
Lawrence Selan 

Dave Hodgson Pledge Commitments 

Morris and Louise Grotheer Edward Hodgson John Berschied and Donna Derstadt 
Jim Hodgson Glen Jacobson Christopher and Anne Culbertson 

Heather Meredith Burk and Ann Jubelt Eric and M’Elizabeth Maatta 
Ed and Patricia Mishmash Linda and Ken Klabunde  
Larry and Celia Nicholson Eugene and Eulalia Lewis Corporations and Organizations 

Robert and Beverly Sanchez Jun Li and Yifen Li 3M Company 
Isobel Smith* Glenn and Catherine Lo AT&T Foundation 

Bryan and Jenise Smith David and Gail McCurdy Dow Corning Corporation 
Daniel Stegner Joan Mulkern Georganne F Hiser Trust 

John and Janet Walters Delbert and Joanne Nauman Hospira Inc 
Jerry and Kay White Marva and Robert Nelson Illinois Tool Works Foundation 

Julie and Kenneth Zimmerman Marybeth Nelson Opal D Gugliemelli Trust 
 Sam and Susan Pennington Phi Lambda Upsilon 

Gifts $250 - $499 Nancy and Bruce Peters Philips 66 
Roy and Alice Beauchene Steven Rock Roche 

Steve and Sandra Bernasek Don and Leona Saunders Takeda California Inc 
Ronald and Nancy Bridges Martin and Margaret Shetlar The Boeing Company 
Allan and Cynthia Childs Guru Sinai-Zingde The Delta Airlines Foundation 
Gerald and Marilyn Davis Mike and Beth Snyder The Dow Chemical Company 

Earline and Michael Dikeman Martin and Barbara Spartz The Dow Chemical Foundation 
Elizabeth Doyle Bob and Rhonda Spencer  

Charles and Terry Foxx Pamela Stewart  
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Donors to the Chemistry Department 7/1/12 - 6/30/13: Thanks to one and all for your support! 

Generous contributions from the individuals, corporations and organizations above have 
helped us to support talented undergraduates, attract quality graduate students, enhance 
our instructional and research equipment, host outstanding scientists for interactive visits, 
and send our students to conferences to present their research findings. Should you be 
interested in contributing (or if you have any corrections), please contact our KSU 
Foundation liaison, David Spafford (1-800-432-1578; 785-532-7613; 
davids@found.ksu.edu. We would be honored to have your support. 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the past 42 years, one extraordinary feature 
of our department has been the presence of 
Earline Dikeman. Although her title was 
Director of Undergraduate Laboratories, that 
doesn’t begin to describe the many vital ways in 
which she enriched the environment for our 
students, faculty and staff. 

Of course she hired, trained, evaluated and 
arranged schedules for all of our Teaching 
Assistants. She continually updated our lab 
manuals, revising experiments every year. She 
wrote all of the exams for our first-year labs and 
kept track of all of the grades of more than 3,000 
students each year. She played a large role in the 
department’s orientation sessions for entering 
grad students. She set the line schedules for 
every course offered by the department. With so 
many students under her supervision, she was 
rarely alone in her office, yet she was always a 
cheerful, helpful and kind source of wisdom and 
advice. Enjoy your retirement, Earline! 
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Call, write, e-mail, or 
better yet, stop by. 

We’d enjoy hearing 
from you. 

 

A Round of Applause for: 
 
Peter Dorhout, who was 
named a Fellow of the 
American Chemical Society in 
its 2013 class. 
 
Dipak Giri, 3rd year Ph.D. 
student in Dan Higgins’ group, 
who received the 2013 
Fateley-Hammaker 
Collaboration in Research 
Award. 
 
Dale Hawley, who was 
recognized at our Fall 2012 
departmental picnic as a 50-
year member of the ACS. 
 
Cliff Meloan, who was 
recognized at our Fall 2012 
departmental picnic as a 60-
year member of the ACS. Cliff 
was never one to be outdone! 
 
Angela Grommet, B.S. 2013, 
who received an annual 
fellowship of £ 30,000 to 
pursue her Ph.D. in Chemistry 
at the University of Cambridge. 

Thank you, Earline! 
 

KSU Chemist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Follow K-State Chemistry 
(actually PLU members!) 

on Twitter. 
 

@KStateChemistry 
  


