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WHO AM I?

•My background…



WHO AM I?

•My background…



The more we do…

…the more they expect.



You are NOT the teacher today… …you will be tomorrow.



THE ONLY PERSON 

YOU ARE DESTINED 
TO BECOME 

IS THE PERSON YOU 
DECIDE TO BE.



The “Process” is the key.

The “Product” will be.



PARENTS ARE THE 
CHILD’S FIRST TEACHER. 



Today I will do what others won’t…

…so tomorrow I can do 

what others can’t.



Reputations are earned.

Period.



Content + Concept = Success



I will give anyone $1,000,000…

…if you give me back 10 years.



The greatest form of 

Communication…

…is Listening.



Destination: Excellence

This way to the next level



Jump in the deep end of the pool…

…and learn to swim.



Best experiences are

outside of your comfort zone.



I teach fundamental skills because

there are no advanced skills…

…only advanced situations that 

require strong fundamentals.



Some of us are so behind 

in the race of life…

…we think we are running first!



GET IT DONE!

•Between the dates

•The water cooler is gone

•The art of NOT knowing

•Conformity is a killer



THINK…
Sean had long heard of the story of a family tradition. It seems that his father, his grandfather, 

and his great grandfather had all been able to walk on water on their 18 th birthday. On that 

particular day, they would walk across the lake to their local pub, “Murphy’s Bar,” for their first 

legal drink.

So when Sean’s 18th birthday arrived, he and his friend, Mick, took a boat, rowed out to the middle 

of the lake, and Sean stepped out of the boat. He immediately sank and nearly drowned. He was 

only saved by Mick, who managed to pull him back into the boat.

Furious and confused, he went to see his grandmother and said, “Gran, ’tis my 18th birthday. So why 

can’t I walk across the water, like me father, me grandfather, and his father before him?”



THINK…
Grandma looked deep into Sean’s 

troubled eyes, looked at him with kind, 

benevolent eyes and said, “Because 

they were all born in January, and the 

lake was frozen over; you were born 

in August, ye eejit!!”



ACTION REQUIRED…

“When the white missionaries came 

to Africa, they had the Bible and we 

had the land. They said, ‘Let us pray.’ 

We closed our eyes. When we 

opened them, we had the Bible and 

they had the land.”

~ Desmond Tutu



MAKES YOU THINK…

“As I hurtled through space, one through 

kept crossing my mind – every part of 

this rocket was supplied by the lowest 

bidder.”

~ John Glenn



TRUTH…



TRUTH…
“If laziness were an Olympic Sport, 

most would want to finish 4th so they 

did not have to walk up the podium 

steps!”



LAZY OR 
EFFICIENT?



TRUTH…

”I was bad at getting girls in high 

school, even when I tried to use 

the angle of being in a band. I’d 

be like, ‘Yo, what’s up, girl? You 

wanna come see my band on 

Friday?’”

“Maybe…what’s the name of 

your band?”

“Marching.”

~ Tim Ross, @Tim_Is_Win



TRUTH IS…

Teaching is the greatest act 

of optimism and hope.

(We need you now more than ever.)



Dr. Frank Tracz

Director of Bands

Kansas State University

ftracz@k-state.edu 
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